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rJpUESE Memoirs wei^e originally col¬ 
lected, with a view to publication ; 
but, a reliiClaiice to difclolc anecdotes and 
fiiCls relativ^e to fo manv diftin^-uinied livin«: 
characters, induced me to poll pone the ac- 
coinpliiliment of my intention, to a diftant 
period. The lapfe of more than twenty 
years has fully emancipated me from thofij 
iT’ftraints ; the deceafe of the King of Po¬ 
land, and of the Archducbefs iChriltina, both 
which took place during the courfe of lad 
year, having withdrawn the only remaining 
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impediments to their appearance. The de- 
pofition, added to the misfortunes, of Sta- 
niflaus, rendered him peculiarly facred ; 
and had he been Hill alive, I (hould yet 
have delayed publifliing thefe Memoirs. 

However remote the time may appear 
fincc they were written, I have ftill chofen 
to be wholly filent on many points equally 
curious and interefting. The perfonages 
themfelves, to whom that remark applies, 
are either dead or forgotten; and motive* 
of rcfpe6l induce me to let them remain in 
oblition. 

In unveiling the errors, or difclofmg the 
foibles, of Princes and of Minifters, we 
inuft confider them as incident to the frail- 
tfes and infirmities, infepamble from human 
nature* But, their gredteft faults will be 
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obliterated,^ when compared with the atror 
cities, and contrafted with the exoeflejs, of 
the prefent felf-created Sovereigns of France. 

How moderate will appear the ambition 
of Jofeph the Second, in the affair of tlie 
Bavarian fuccclTion ; and how mild muft be 
accounted the moft defpotic aCls of Fre¬ 
deric, towards the Saxons, or the Poles; 
on a comparifon with the flagitious enor* 
mities now committed, under the banner of 
Liberty and Equality, in Switzerland, in 
Rome, and in Piedmont! Even in tljeir 
moft arbitrary proceedings, Jofeph and 
Frederic rcfpecting the rights of human 
nature, of religion, and of nations. In 
tlie condufl: of the “Dirpftory," w^e ex¬ 
perience their emancipation from all 

« 

ftraints of private honor, of public faith, 
and of moral obligation. They have made 
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the Left apology for defpotifm, as well 
as for fuperftitipn ; and have compelled 
us to look back witli envy or regret, to 
ages of the earth, which the phiiofophy 
of the prefent time has endeavoured to re- 
prijfent, as only deferring of oblivion, or 
worthy of compafiion. 


Cwr.eiTERFIEI.D-STRFXT, 
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LETTER I. 

Anecdotes of Fredmc the Second, Landgrave of 
liejffe. — Hanover.—EleStrefs Soph ia. —-St pkia 
Horotheay Pi'incefs of %ell, w\fe to George 
the J^irft.-^Relation of the principal ch'cttm- 
Jlances uttending her imprifonment, ajid the 
death of Count Konigsmark,—Examination 
of that tranfuBion.—Particulars of the lajl 
illnefs and death of King George tkeFirJi, 

^ Hanover, Sept. 9 , 1 777- 
H E line of inquiry and refearch 
which you fo warmly recommended 
to me at my lea\*ing England, is undoubt- 
cdJy far more intcrefting, as 'well as im¬ 
portant, than the defeription of palaces and 
cities. But, it is like wife more difficult, 
and in fbme refpe^ts I might add, rtiore 
invidious. Kings and miniiters are neither 
as acceilible as the buildings they inhabit, 

B nor 
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nor can we venture to fpeak of th 5 n while 
alive with the fame freedom. . , Perieu- 

l$flc plenum opus Aleac, liiftoriam fui 
tcinporis feribere.” Even Curnet and 
Clarendon, who wrote ^ of • the events of 
their own times, did not efctipe the penalty 
infeparable from fucli an attempt. I ain 
however, on the other hand, feniible, that 
it is only from contemporary authority 
wc can derive the moft authentic, as well 
as the molt curious materials of hiftory. The 
minute and perfonal anecdotes of illuf- 
trioLi.s men foon fade under the touch 
of time, and are obliterated. In order to 
be preferred and tranfniitted to poflerity, 
they muft be colle6ied at the moment. 
Tlie letters which 1 propofe to addrefs to 
you, from the various courts which I may 
chance to ^ lilt while on the continent, will 
therefore be dire6i,ed, though not exclu- 
fively, yet in a peculiar manner, to that 
object. If fometiines, when furveying 
feenes or countries remote from the com¬ 
mon track I may f*.em to deviate from my 
19 original 
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l^riginal defign, the digreihon will only bo 
jfbort. 

I fhall pafe o\et the time that clapfcd 

\ 

between my landing at Calais eai-ly in July, 
and my arriv^ ajt this place, as fnrnilhiug 
little towards my prefent defign; and I 
lliali therefore neither detain von at Anl~ 
werp, at the Hague, nor on the liliinc, 
Reniounting that River from Dufleldorf to 
Mentz, I crolTed the dominions of Hcde, to 
CaflM. The Landgmve may be uccounlid 
one of the licheft, as well as moft powerful 
Princes of the German Empire, aft(;r tlie 
temporal Ele6lors : the Dukes of Wirtein* 
berg and of Mecklenburg Schwerin alone, 
among the Princes of the fecond ordtjr, 
can conteft with him in extent of terri¬ 
tory^ in revenues, and in political im¬ 
portance. 

Frederic the Second^ reigning Landgrave 
of Hefle Caflel, is at this time about fifty- 
leven years of age, of a middle fuse in- 
.clining to robuft, and of a manly figure. 

wnifonn he ufually wet^rs tlie 
B 2 Order 
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Order of the Garter; but, his treatment of 
the Landgravine his firft wife, who was a 
daughter of George the Second, did not tend 
to cement the alliance which he had formed 
with the King of Great Britain. They 
were fepafated. from each other during 
many years. The infelicity of his firft 
nuptials has not howewr prevented him 
from contra&ing a fec^d marriage, as 
foon as the neceflary forms of decorum 
permiUed. Captivated by the attraCiioils 
of the Princefs of Brandenburgh Schwedt, 
he efpoufed her about four years ago. She 
is a collateral defeendant of the Prufllan 
Houfe, and is Hill at thi-^. time a very beau¬ 
tiful w^oman. But, the Landgrave feenis 
either not dcjftined, or not calculated, for 
matrimonial happinefs. They live in a 
ftate of alienation and eftrangement, in 
the fame palace and capital, without iffue, 
or almoft intercourfe of any kind. 

For this domeftic misfortune, he confoles 
himlelf in the fociety of Mademoifelle 
F—^,\vhofc perfonal charms are heightened 

by 
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by all the fafcinating coquetry of a Parifian . 
education. She was miftrefs to the Duke 
de Bouillon, and arrived here only three 
months fince. Two thoufand Louis-d'ors 
were allowed ^he^ for the expences of her 
journey from Paris to Caflel; and her a6iual 
eftabliihment falls little fhort of fix thoufand 
pounds a-year. As if all thefe remunera¬ 
tions were below her merit, fhe is treated 
with ftill more flattering marks of diftinc- 
tion. At the public theatre her box is 
placed clofe to the ftage, in a confpicuous 
part of the hoiife. I faw her there laft night, 
when the Landgrave and Landgravine 
were prefent at 4:he performance. This 
contempt of decency, fo repugnant to our 
manners, is not uncommon in the German 
Courts, and derives a fort of fan6lion from 
cuftom. 

Caflel is in many refpe6ls a beautiful 
city, and embelliflied with fome magni¬ 
ficent buildings. Hanover, on the contraiy, 
prefents the image of departed greatnefs; 
palaces without inhabitants, a capital with- 

B 3 out* 
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oilt thide, drid ah Ele€i(yrdt^f ^ 

Sovereign. It is princifialty by thfe rfecob* 
te 6 lion of what it \^as, that Hanover eoti- 
ttnues to inteie'^l an ordinary traveller. To. 
an Englinhhan it offei's many curions fub^ 
je 6 ls of reflexion contiefted with hiftory. 
I' ftudy the local feenery w'ith pleafure; nor 
have I been lefs attentive to colleft foriie of 
4 ie anecdotes which tradition fiill prefervos 
relative to the EleSoral Family. At the 
palace of Hcrenhaufen, yefterday, a grey¬ 
headed domeftic of fourfcorc, pointed out 
to me the pfecife fpot in the gardens, where 
the old ElcClrefs Sophia, wife of Erneft 
Augiiftiis, dropped clown and expired. That 
event happened in the beginning of June 
3714, not eight weeks before the death of 

0 

Queen Anne, “ I perfectly remember,"' 
laid he to. me, the evening, which wasi 
uncommonly ferene and fine. The Eleft- 
refe appeared to be in perfect health, not^ 
withftancling her advanced period of life. 
She had dined in public; and, invited by 
the beauty of the weather, walked out,^ 


accom-. 
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‘‘ accompanied by the ladies and principal 
“ perfons coinpoling her court. Suddenly, 
without any apparent caiife or attack, 
“ Ihe exclaimed, ‘ It rains ! it rains T 
and running acrofs the garden, flie foon 
‘‘ funk down, Vlofe to a little alcove al^out 
“ two hundred yards from the palace, 
where in the fpace of a few minutes flie 
breathed her lail, without pang or ef- 
fort/' 

The deftiny of this Princefs was very Cn- 
gular. Youngeft daughter of the exiled 
and unfortunate Frederic the. Fifth, Eleftor 
Palatine, King of Bohemia ; brought up in 
adverfity and privations; married to a Prince 
of the family of tfrunfwick, who had then 
no profpeft of becoming the head of his 
Houfe; deftined in the evening of life, by a 
wonderful concurrence of circumftanccs^ 
to the Englilh fucceflion, from which flie 
w^as apparently removed by her birth to an 
almoft incalculable diftance ; furviving Iha^ 
event above thirteen years; and at laft car¬ 
ried off by death at the v ery moment when 

B 4 flie 
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Ihe muft hav^ afcended the Britifti throne : 
foch were the outlines of her hiftory. Wo 
know, that though above eighty years old 
at the time of her deceafe, Ihe felt few of 
the infirmities of age; and that far from rc*^ 
garding with indifference the crown which 
awaited her, Ihe anticipated with anxiety 
and impatience, the accomplifliment of fo 
great an expeftation. It would have been a 
Angular fpe&acle to have beheld the grand- 
daughter of James the Firft quitting Hano¬ 
ver at more than fourfcore years of age, 
embarking for her new dominions, and 
affuming the reins of government, at a time 
when other princes are ufiially incapacitated 
for all the fun6iions of royalty. 

My refearches have, however, be(*n more 
particularly direfted to another Princefs of 
the Ele6loral Family, lefs generally known 
than the Ele&refs Sophia : I mean, the w ifo 
of George the Firft; for fhe was never iac- 
knowledged as Queen of England, or even 
as Eleftrefe of Hanover. Slie is in fa6l 
chiefly feioembered by fome imperfect tradi- 

17 tions 
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lions of her gallantry and her misfortunes. 
The greater part of her life was pa 0 ed in a 
fort of melancholy fequeftration, at the 
Cattle of Ahlden, in the Duchy of Zell. As 
only perfons of ^inf^ior condition were ad¬ 
mitted to fee her, during the refidence which 
fhe made there, it is very difficult to afcertain 
with certainty the principal circumftances 
of her hiftory. Even relative to the 
charge of infidelity brought againft her, it 
is not eafy to fupport by fafts any decided 
opinion. Her innocence is matter of in¬ 
ference and belief, more than of pofitive 
proof. I have converfed with many per¬ 
fons who recolle6t her death, though 
fcarccly with any who ever faw her. On 
the nature of her conne&ion with Count 
Konigfmark, and on the particulars of his 
difappearance^ I have in a peculiar manner 
endeavoured to obtain accurate information. 
But, over this tranfaftion fo myfterious 
ved has been drawn that no contemporary 
teftimony or evidence, on which implicit 
reliance can be placed, is now to be pro¬ 
cured. 
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cured, Tlie .Court of Hanover, as miglit 
uafcuiTiUy he expected, was defirous to fup- 
preis as much as pollible, every circiimftance 
relative (o the Princels and her pretended 
lover. Even tiie nanje of Konigfmark M'as 
not mentianed here without repugnance, 
till tvithin the ktt twenty years, 

t/ 

Various. portraits of Sopliia Dorothea, 
riie wile of George the Firfl, {till exift in the 
palace here at Hanover, as well as in that 
of Herenhaufen, I have confidered them 
with attention :• and if I w ere compelled to 
name any.porfon now Ii\iiig, to whom they 
bear a particular refemblance, I Ihould fay 
it was to the cclebraled Mrs. Draper, bet-^ 
ter kiiQwm under the. name of Sterne’s 
‘‘ ‘Eliza f but, llie: Princefs was unejueftion- 
ably by far the moft beautiful of the two 
women. In a very capital pidure of her, 
which {truck me yciterday at Herenhaufen, 
Ibe appears to be in the bloom of youtln 
The contour of her face i.s more round than 
oval, the features regtilar, and their exprel- 
fion gaj', pkafmg, anti animated. Her 

eyes 
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eyes ure hazel, and her brown hdr plays 
negligently over her forehead. The painter 
has drefled lier in a lilac-coloured veft 
richly embroidered, which is clofely fitted 
to her body, aild calculated to difpluy tlie 
delicacy of her lhape. Over her left 
flioulder is buckled a blue mantle, adorned 
with flower-deJucps ; and behind her hands 
a negro girl, who holds out to her a fcarlet 
riband. This portrait was prohably done 
foon after her marriage iq 1682, when Ihe 
was about feventeen, and cannot be con-i 
fidered without emotions of concern for 
her fubfequent fate. I fliall endeavour to 
throw together th^ moft material 
relative to hcu’i, which I have colle 9 ;ed at 
various times, here, ^s well as in other parts 
of the empire. They will ferve at leaft to 
give fome general information on which 
to form an opinion refpecting that iinfoi> 
lunate Priucefs. » 

Her father, George William, Duke of 
Brunfwick Lunenburgh and Zidl, wfis an 
elder brother of Ernefi Auguflus, Duke of 

Hanover 
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Hanover, who married Sophia, yoimgeft 
daughter of the King and Queen of Bohemia. 
George William was one of the moft diftin« 
guifhed Princes of his time, and not lefs known 
by his talents for war„than by his political 
abilities in peace. He checked the career of 
Louis the Fourteenth's arms, at a moment 
when they were every where viClorious, by 
defeating Marlhal Crequi at Confarbruck, 
in 1675, by taking him prifoner after¬ 
wards in the city of Treves. In the decline 
of life, his profound judgment, added to his 
zealous proteftion of the Proteftant Religion, 
rendered him the oracle of all the adherents to 
that faith, and the declared enemy of France. 
It was to the Duke of Zell, that William, 
Prince of Orange, ufually had recourfe for 
advice, in great or delicate emergencies; and 
before he ventured to embark for England 
in 1688, on the expedition againft James 
the Second, he confulted George William in 
perfon. A range of rooms in the Caftle of 
Zell, is ftill called the Prince of Orange s 
apartments, from having been frequently 

inhabited 
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inhabited by him, and appropriated to his 
ufe. Even in the a6l of fucceflion, which 
called the Houfe of Hanover to the Britilh 
throne, William was unqueftionably ac¬ 
tuated in part by friendihip for the Duke 
of Zell; whofe defcendants, immediate and 
collateral, were thereby eventually raifed 
from German Princes of the fccond order, 
to the rank of Kings. 

George William, after having palled the 
meridian of life in celibacy, became at 
the age of forty deeply enamoured with 
Eleanor Defmier, a young lady whom he 
law by accident at Breda in Holland. Her 
father, Alexander Befmier, M^as a French 
gentleman, of ancient and honourable de- 
feent, Lord of Olbreufe in the province of 
Poitou. Being a Hugonot, he had (jiiittcd 
Ills native country on account of the pcrfci- 
cution to which he was liable for his reli¬ 
gious opinions. If we may believe tradt- 
tioii, Madomoifelle d'Olbreule was not lb 
dazzled with the conqueft which iier 
charms had effetled, as to forget the diP 

proportion 
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praporlion of rank and birth between her 
and her lover* She did not yield to his 
a;ddrelics, till convinced by time of the 
liiicerity, as well as the warmth of his af- 
foclion. In the marriage conlraO;, flie was 
qualified “ Countefs of Harburgit not 
being in the Duke of Zelfs power, accord¬ 
ing to the forms of the German jurifpru- 
donce, to elevate her to the dignity of a 
Princefs of the Empire, though he could 
make her his legitimate wife. But, at hk 
.felicitation fome years afterwards, the Em¬ 
peror Leopold raifed her to that eminenccj 
and fhe was then unlverfally recognized af? 
Duchefs of Brunfwick^Zell. 

Sophia Dorothea, the only illue of 
George William by Mudcmoirelle d^Ol- 
breule, was born in 16G6, and at an early 
age w^as promifed in marriage to Auguftus 
Frederic, fon of Anthony Ulric, Duke of 
JBruiifwick WolfcnbattcL But, this young 
Prince, who excited great expectations, was 
off when only ninereen, having died 
in confequence of the w ounds Which h0 

received 
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fercived at the fiesje of Phiupsburgin ii 576 . 
Erneft Aiigiiitu.s Dnke»of 
■prefiimplive heir to his brothor George Wil¬ 
liam in the Ducliy of Zell, as being amafeo- 
line fief, \vaslikeiviie«naturall3r deiirous of rfo- 
ruring the allodial or perfonidiTilieritance of 
the(‘ider branc'h cf his family. He demanded 
therefore, the th’incefs Sophia Dorothea in 
marriage for his eldeft fon George Louis, 
HeretlitatT Prince of Hanover. TIk? Duke 
of Zell eonfonled Jo the propofiJ; burl:, jt is 
nni\ erfally alferJed tliat neither the Ditchefe 
his wife, nor the young Princefs herfelf, 
fubrnitted to it Without great .reluftauce 
and confidcrable oppofition. The nuptials 
were neverlhelefs folemnized in Novexnber 
1682. In llie following year fhc brouglit 
into the world a fon, who was afterwards 
King George the Second. His birth wiis 
followed by a daughter, who by her mrai?- 
riage with Frederick Wiilioni tiic Firft, 'be¬ 
came 4 Jueen of Prullia. 

But, the union of the Princefs otf Zell 
w^ith tbe -H^peditary Prince ;Gf 

tlmugh 
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though productive of iffue, was bj no means 
happy. It is difficult to afcertain whether 
tiieir infelicity refulted from natural incom-- 
patibility of chara&er; whether it was prin¬ 
cipally produced by negleft on his part; or 
whether it arofe from her heart being pre¬ 
occupied by a paffion for another perfon. 
The Court of Hanover was at that period 
one of the moft fplendid, gallant, and polillH 
ed, of any in the German Empire, or in the 
North of Europe. Erneft Aiiguftus lilmfclf 
avowedly maintained a commerce of gal¬ 
lantry with the Countcfs of Platen; a woman 
of beauty and accompliflmients, whofe in¬ 
fluence over him was in many ref[)e6ls 
almofl without bounds. His fon, the Here¬ 
ditary Prince, imitated the example fet him; 
though he preferved for his wif(\ and mani- 
feftcd towards her, fentimenls of perfonal 
refpeCl and confideration. She. fecms on her 
part to have been a high-fpirited woman, of 
ftrong paflions, capable of the moft violent refo- 
lutions; and not Efficiently circumfpect in her 
cohdiiCl, whatever might be the purity of her 

intentions. 
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intentions, in a fituation where calumny 
might fo cafily find fubje6l for attack. 

Among the llrangcrs of diftIn6iion who 
vifited the Court of Hanover, was Count 
Konigfmark, a man whofe crimes, adven¬ 
tures, and tragical end, have rendered him 
too much known. He was by birth a 
Saxon, though his family was originally 
• from Sweden. Handfome in his perfon, 
captivating in his manners and addrefs, he 
was formed to fucceed with women. He 
had been early known by, and peculiarly 
acceptable to, the Princefs of Hanover, 
before her marriage, when flie refided at 
2 a.^ll in her fatherjs palace. It is even 
pretended, that ihe had retained a deep im*' 
preflion of this partiality for the Count, 
which naturally revived on feeing him 
again. Konigfmark, whatever perfonal or 
external graces he poffcfled, was unquel- 
tionably a difibluLe, unprincipled, enter¬ 
prising man of pleafure, capable of the 
greateft crimes in the puifuit or attainment 
of his views. He had travelled over Europe, 
VOL. I- C had 
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Lad ieen fervicc in various couni ries, and 
cliftinguiflied himfclf by his gallantry, 
magnificence, and courage. In Spain, where 
he had difplayed his add refs on public occa- 
lions, he was honoured^by.as public tefiimo- 
nies of attachment, on the part of the ladies 
of the Court of Madrid. When in England, 
under the reign of Cliarles the Second, 
he narrowly efcaped an ignominious exe¬ 
cution, for the murder of Mr. Thynne, iji 
1682. His accomplices, for it is iinpoffi[>lf; 
to doubt that he employed or fiihonied 
them, tliough the fact could not be judi¬ 
cially brought home to him; were all exi - 
cuted at Tyburn, for that atrocious aid. 
He himfclf was referved for a dcjiiny 
hardly leis imfortiimU(‘, a few v(‘ars later; 


and his name is now infcparahly connefled 
with the Princefs of Hanovej-, Sophia 
Dorothea. 

Tluj Prince Iier iiufl)j^.nd, who ferved 
during more than one campaign^ in the 
Imperial army again!I the Turks, w as fre- 
quenily abfora from her; a circumfiance 
io which 
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which naturally facilitated Konigunarks 
accefs to the Princefs. It is unquf^lonable 
that llio eiit(‘rtained for him faitimerits ot 
the inofc parlial ndture, and Uiul jhe in- 
dulg('(l them h\ a •manner, vvhieii, if not 
criminal, was at Icall iinprudeni. She was 
accuhomed, two or three times in a wecjk, 
to feign an indifpolition, under which ]>re- 
tence flie retired to her apartment. Ku- 
nigfinark was then admilttid; they flipped 
together, and ufually remained at table, or 
in con ver fa lion, till two or three oVlock in 
the morning. When he retired, he - 
feended by a lillle private itaircafe, near 
the great gate of the Ducal Palace, which 
condu6lcd him into the town. 

Interviews of fucli a nature, at fucii 
hours, and in the Ihincelss own apart¬ 
ments, imply great, and one may add, 
improper intimacy; particularly, if Konigf- 
mark^s profligate characier be recollected. 
It is even difficult at flrft fight, not to coa- 
nc6t with them the idea of a criminal con¬ 
nexion. But, on the other hand, there 

c 2 is 
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is neitlier any })roof tliat they were fo in 
t'ffeft, nor was any fiich proof ever at¬ 
tempted to be made out againft her, though 
her enemies were deeply interefted to efta- 
blilli the fact, if it. had been poffible. In 
addition to this negative prefumptloii in her 
favour, it is pofitivi'ly ailert(Hl that, during 
the time when Konigfmark was witli her, 
they never remained alone together; one 
or more of her ladies of honour, and thole 
of the moft unimpeached e.hara6Vers, being 
always prefeiit. The v(,‘ry imprudence of 
admitting him to fuch interviews, feems to 
prove that they were innfX’eiit, 11 nee it 
was impoflible that they could be altogether 
concealed or unknown. 

Unfortunately, Konigfinark’s jjerfon and 
accomplifliinents liad made an impreffion 
not only on tlie Princ».ls, but on Madame 
de Platen, mifirefs of Ernelt Augulius. 
Whether, as is pretended, he had divulged 
the favours which Ihe conferred on him; 
or whether he had returned her partiality 
with indifference and contempt, as other 

I G perfons 
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pcrfons afliire, it is certain that llie deeply 
refonted his beliavioiir. Irritated at his 


prefi^rence for the Priucefs Sojdiia Dorothea, 
of w hich Ihe was well apprized, and having 


f('t fpics to watch his motions, flic foon 
ilifcovercd his Tceret iritcr\icw.s with her 


rival, of which ihe gave information to Uie 
Duke of Hanover. It was natural to fa|>- 
{)of(' that lu* would not tolerate them; and 


the Count fuon afterwards received an in¬ 


direct, but pcuvmptory intimation, that his 
longer Ihiv at Haiuner would be difk 
])l('afing. As he delayed compliance with 
the injnnetion on various pretences, it 
was reilerated. He therefore made public 
prt'parations for bis dejwrture, fixed the 
day and hour, ordered his polt-horfes, and 
iiaving commanded his llirvants to expc£l 
lum at thre(': o’clock in the morning, he 
went privately to the Ducal Palace. The 


PriiK'eis, nnd('r pretence of indiipofition, 
adinitted him as bet<)re to her apartment, 
where a fup[)er was lerv’cd, and they re- 


c inained 



• MEMOIlti OF THE 

nikamed for fome hours together; always 
however in company witli one or more of 
'her ladies. 

No fooiier was the Countefs of Platen 
apprized that Konigfmark w'as in the 
Princefs's chamber, than Ihc initantly car¬ 
ried the intelligence to the Duke, and re- 
‘prefenied to him the infolenco of a man thus 
braving, if not dilhonouring him in hU 
own palace. Profiting of his indignation, 
flic ' induced him to giv(' directions for 
punifiiiiig the Count's lomerit>, hy an 
of immediate violence. It is doubllef^ to 
be lamented, that Erncfi Augutliis flionld 
'have ftinftioned or authorifod an aflalii- 
nalion; for fuch it muft be deemed: hut, 
it*fliould likewife bo remembered that he 
W'as a Sovereign Prince, and the provoca¬ 
tion was great, if he really believed Konigf- 
mark's vifits to his daughter-in-law to have 
been of a criminal nature. No appeal 
could be made to his fon, who was abfent' 
in Hungary, and the Count w^as on the 

point 
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point of leaving HanoveJr. , fer .thefe 
conficjiorations may feen;\ to, paQifLt^ tho 
I leave mankind to determine. • t 

A, very general idea prevails thrcHighoBL^ 
Germany, and has been circulated in variotfd') 
publications, that Erncft Auguftps having' 
caufed four of his guards to put. On mafks»> 
they by his order attacked Kopigfmairk, as; 
he came out of the P-rincefis apajrtii^nt,^ 
and kllk'd him on the fpot, . I fyw tins 
very morning, the place in the Ei^c^oraL 
Paltiee, vJkti* tradition fays the Count 
fell, h a paffage almoll deflitute of, 
light, not above nine or ten paces in length.^ 
A door at one extremity opens into ti’ 
large haiulfonu' apartment, ihe'fittft.Af the,* 
range form* ily occupied by the^.Pfjipceis of 
Hanover, and out of which Kpnigfma^k;^ 
paffi‘d,vvhcn he quilted her on the night that 
he perilhed. At the other end is a iecoxiidr 
door, near the ftaircafe, by which he to 
have left the Palace. That t his was tbfs fcatfo 
of his feizure, there is no doubt; bal^<th6^ 
means ufed to put him out of life were more. 

c 4 fecrel^ 
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Kbi^gfmiKrk^ ^he 
pA^mitib Aaiircal6 beforemen- 
4pW|l Miti to follow by liienaces 

v aUd th^n to ihut him 
into a folrtemidM) vadt or cellar, which was 

The foldier pun3:ually 
e^mcuted but without know¬ 

ing or fo^pe^kg the c^iequehce. It is a£> 
^CSo^htrt'neitber made, nor even 


lfttoih|iledrefi(bl^ a& 61 ; which would ieem 

a defod: courage, or a want 
of any tfaentoe of defence; tiiilefsVe foppofe 
liikt^’ noidUiiig in Ms innocence, he took no 

Ms fecunty, and was uiiful^ 
df Ittiintehtionto Mtempt hispalfege 
iftittofllN^Bdace. The vahh ixitb which the 
Konigfinerk^ was thus forced, 
eoldiitf at pleafure be fffibd with waW, 
nilMllls of a pipe; It was* in fed a refer^oir; 

and 
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^kid no flxmer was hi itot 
ilnmodiat^ly adirntted diift di^om^^ 

edhim. His body on t&o<aifiSng 
was put into a heated oTc^n, and the sncmidi 
of it bricked up, as thenlo^eflfefiua! mesMl^ 
of for ever concealing the wht^e tianfaSibnL 
But, though, the piecife' nntute^iof tbi^‘ 
means ufed to efieft Koi^fixttfricV deadi^ 
might not be immediately divulged; 1^ 
fudden difappearance^ and the amdous'id^' 
quiries of his fervants, whbufter vaSidy fedSs-? 
ing him through the city of Hanover, repair-* 
ed to the Ducal Palace^ in order to obtain^ 
intelligence of his fate, Iboii betrayed tbd 
fecrct. It was fpeedily convqred to 
Princefs, who well-knowing the implaoafaie'' 
enmity which Madame de Platen' bore‘ 
him, made no doubt that the Count had 
&llen a vi6rim to her vengeance* Btit &r 
from* fubmitting tamely to the power 6l 
Emeft Auguftus, or even confultiiig hfef 
Own perfonal interefts, ihe abandoned heHelf 
to the moft immoderate tranfports dTrefhnt^ 
meat and intGgnation. Neither^ 

rity. 
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prefoi:^e» nor the menaces of fhe > 
could t fabdue her unconquerable 
SIm^ tiecdBcl him as a nio'nfter and 
i^ailafiln, declared that ihe would no longer 
remain amon^ barbaiians and murderers, 
and even appeared ready to'make fome at* 
tempt no her own life, in the cadence of her 
deipair* Aflbr fo public and fo fcandalous a 
feene, it became impoflible either to conceal, 
or to pafs over the tranfaftion in fileacc. 
Emeft Auguftus ordered the Princeli there- 
fere, to be coiidufited to the Palace or Caflle 
ofAblden,foine leaguesdiftanlfrom Haiio% cr, 
where fee ^^as ever after retained in a Ibrt of 
honorary confinement. Two ladies and a 
chamberlain were named to attend on her, 
and to corapbfe her houfehokl. This extra¬ 
ordinary event look place in i68C, at a time 
whenKonigfinark w^as about thirty-one years 
old, and when Sophia Dorothea could not 
have accomplidied her t\\ent;y-firft year. 

‘Ho\^ far ihe Duke of Zell her father ap¬ 
proved or condemned the condu6l of Erneft 
Auguftus his brother, docs not appear; nor, 

if 
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if it "were known, could we form any ground 
oh which to infer with certainty bisdaugbt 0 x ?9 
innocence or criminality. That her huibctnd^ 
jhe Prince of Hanover, was in no manner 
quainted with, or privy to the death of 
Kpnigfmajrk, is blear to demonftration; fince 
it was a fudden of refentment^ committed 

during the time that he was abfent in Hun-' 
gaiy. He even fiibmitted, it is certain, with 
confiderablc' reluftance to the Duke his fa¬ 
ther s defire, that he fliould for ever renounce 


thePrinccfs; ErneftAuguftus exa6led of him 
that mark of filial obedience, if not of ap^ 
probation. In December 1694, a fentence 


offeparation was pronounced between the 
Prince and Princefs. But no divorce^ in the 


moft extenfive lenfe of the term, as totally 
diflblving the marriage between them, and 
enabling each party to marry again, ever 
took place. Sophia Dorothea continued to 
refide at Ahlden, till the death of her fittber^- 


in-law, the Duke of Hanover, which happenM 
in 1698; and from the time of her being fiift 
transferred thither, to the end of her life, flie 


was 
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vmu commonly known under the name of 

Princeft of AWden." 

After the deceafe of Erneft Auguftus, 
George, then become Eleftor of Hanover, 
made propofitions to the Princefs, for an 
oblivion of paft aiiunofities, and for a re¬ 
conciliation It ife difficult to fay whether 
a conviftion of her innocence, a feiitinient 
of affection, or motives of intereft and 
policy, M’^ere moft prevalent in this propo- 
fal. But, it is certain that Ihe fejefiled the 
offers, and replied, that " nothing could in- 
“ duce her to live in a family of aflaffins " 
A faft much more incredible, but which 
refls upon the ftrongeft evidence. Is that 
after the death of Queen Anne, when the 
Eleftor was called to the throne of Great 


Britain, be renewed his propofals to her for 
the fame purpofe, A deputation, compofed 


of Engliffi Peers and Gentlemen, by the new 
King^s dclire, waited on Sophia Dorothea 
at Ahlden, and acquainted her that they 
wifhed to be permitted to approach her as 
their Queein They reprei’en'ted to her the 


injurious 
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ijiijurious confequences which her fepara- 
tion, and het date of mifintelligence with 
the King her huiband might produce, 
peculi^'ly to her fon. And they remind* 
ed her that for flighter caufes, tlie birth 
of Jame^ the Second^s fon had been called 
in queition. Far from' yielding to thefe 
arguments, or being dazzkd by the prol^ 
peft of a crown, ftie pereniptorily reje£*led 
the overture: ‘‘ If,” faid flie, I am guilty 
“ of the crime imputed to me, I am un- 
“ worthy to be your Queen. If I am 
“ innocent, the King is unworthy to be 

iny Imlband.” A woman c^ipabie of 
fucli a reiiunciatiouj muft either have been 
animated with implacable refentment for 
the aflfklTinaliou of Konigfmark, or muft 
have been confeious pf her own innocence, 
and of the malignity of her perfecutors. 
Df the fa6t itfe)f 1 have feen and heard 
fuch proofs, as it feoms impoffible to oaU in 
dpubt. 

Sopiiia I)9rotbe^ her confine* 

ment at Ajil^en,. .with cypry 

mark 
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mark of refpefl: due to her rank. The two 
ladies of her houfehold, the chamberlain, 
and the officer who commanded the guard, 
conftaiitly dined at her table. She was* al¬ 
lowed to go in her coach, to the diftance of 
a league frpm the Caftle. Perlbns of in¬ 
ferior condition, workmen, and tradefmen, 
had free accefs; but no man or woman 
of confideration was allowed to approach or 
fpeak to her. After Erneft Auguftus^s 
death, who was her declared enemy, llie 
might have obtained, if not her liberty, at 
leaft an aJleviation of the rellraint and pri¬ 
vations impofed on her. But fhe difdained 
to make any application for the purpofe. 
By the concurring teftiraony of all perfons, 
file bore her misfortunes with dignity and 
equanimity; never vented herfelf in re¬ 
proaches againft thofe who had injured or 
opprefled her; and preferved the cheerful- 
nefe of a mind ferene md innocent, in the 
midft of her hard condition. Even her 
beauty remained in a great degree unim¬ 
paired, to a late period of her life.. 

“ Blondel, 
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Blolidei, who was the French Miniffer 

r * 

at the Court of Hanover, from 1715 to 
1726, a period when flie was ftill living, 
and who had every opportunity of inform¬ 
ing himfelf of \jie particulars of her hifloiy, 
‘ confirms a|l the principal fa6ts which I have 
enumerated refpefting her. In a i^ery 
curious account w^hich he drew up of the 
whole tranfafl:ion,he declares that he derived 
his information relative to Sophia Dorothea, 

_ ' i 

from tlie mouth of the fccond Countefs of 
Platen, miftrefs to George the Firft. Blondel 
protells likewife, that he had himfelf feen the 
very foldier of Erneft Auguflus's guards, who 
lliut Konigfmark into the refervoir; and who 
aflured Blondel, that he fhould never for^Ve 
himfelf for having had any (hare in fo abo¬ 
minable an aft. “ Such,'' adds he, “ was the 
' “ u niform gaiety and ferenity of the Princ^s 
** temper during her Tefidence at Ahlden, 
“ as to imprefs univerfally with a ^n^- 
tion of her pofleffiiiga quiet* confeiendfe. 
^ Thofe who faw her, if they judged fixjiSi 
appearances, would even liave fuppofSl 
\ r > « that 
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that (he was not difcontented with her 

♦, i. < if 1», - 

fituatidpL and fortune " 

In 1705, her father George William 
. I)uke nf Zell died, ^t above eighty years 
ofage,ai^ (he then fucceeded to all the 
gerfmol froperty^ which was vpry ample. 
It was commonly aflerted and believed, 
* that ftie contriyed to remit large Aims an- 
nudly, ar^g from her feparate income, to 
her fon, George the Eleftoral Prii\ce. When 
he afterwards became, by his Aither^s eleva¬ 
tion to the Britilh Throne, PrincO of Wales, 


Sophia Dorodica continued to Aipply liim 
. liberty with money from her own purfe. 
She main^ied with him a regular inter* 
courfe by letters, and exprefled towards him 
. the warmeft fentiments of affedion. It is 
probable that fuch proofs of it, however na¬ 
tural and meritorious, did not tend to heal 
the breach between her and her huiband. 

rpmmfted till poriod of h^ death, 
,4;K^ned atAldden; nor did George the Fiifl, 
^ who furvived, her abput eight.months, wear 


j ^ufijipgfor her as his wife, but asbiscourui; 

... i 




COUKT OF BBKLXfr, jltC. 

tiiough he permitted his fon and 1he other 
branches of the Royal Family^ to inoum as 
for their mother and grandmother. 

When we confider the principal cir-t 
cumilances of the princefs Sophia Doro^** 
thea^s hiftory, we can fcarcely form other 
than one opinion refpe6ling her. She was 
doubtlels highly imprudffht, and therefore! 
in fonie meafure culpable; but it feems 
impoffible not to acquit her of crime. Even 
if all tlie fa£ls which I have enumerated, 
do not imprefs the convi&ion, there ftill 
remain others hardly lefs forcible, draw i. 
either from the internal evidence of the ftor}^, 
or retting on the ttrOngett teftimony. She 
herfelf, during the long term of her deten¬ 
tion at Ahlden, conftantly and invariably 
perfitted in afferting her innocence. As 
often as Ihe received the facratnent, which 
was frequently, ftie repeated the protettation; * 
and fhe confirmed it w^hen near her enA 
She is faid to have admitted that her heart 
was not indifierent to Konigfmark, but ttie 
maintained that, her honour was unfuHied. 

VOL. 1. D The 
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Ifwij; in attendance atpyt her 

pprfon, on tlie fatal night ^yhen Konigt. 
mark periihe^j apd who let him oqt of tbo*. 
Krincdfs^ ajiKartment^ confirmed* the lame 
liilurance* As an accomplide or partici- 
patrefe in her miftrefs^s fuppofed’ guilt, 
tliis ladj was imprifoned by order of Erneft, 
Auguftus: but Ihe protefted that neither at 
the laft interview of the Count with Sophia. 
Dorothea, npr at' any of their preceding 
ones, had they ever been left alone for an 
inftant together. 

It is .vt ry commonly aflerted here at 
Hanover, that Madam de Platen was pur- 
fijed by njinorfijJ during her whole life, 
for having iiiftigated , Erneft Auguftus to 
take vTugciuice on.Konigfmark: and they 
aiid, that during her laft illnefs flie imagined 
cpnthuuifty that flie, beheld his fpe6tre near 
her bedfide. But, if George the Firft had 
tPiilly believed his wife- guilty, in the full. 
extent of the term, would he ever have 
condefeended fotemnly to propofe a.recon- 
cilltaion to her? The very circumftances 
i8 of 
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of Konigfinark's eiuU rather mark a fudden 
tfanfport of indignation, or a faily of anger* 
than the Ipirit of fober punifhment. It has 
leri a ftain on the liiemory of aPrince, other- 
wife highly amiable in his charafler; and 
whatever may be faid in its extenuation, 
the aft can no more be juftified, than the 
murder of Monaldefchi by Chriftina, in 
the gallery at Fontaihbleau. 

Before I quit the fubjeft, let me add 
a few words relative to the death of George 
the Firft himfelf; an event which happened 
only feven or eight months after that of his 
wife. It is generally aflerted, and all our 
hiftorians inform us, that Bis Majefty ex¬ 
pired at Ofnabrugh, on liis way to Hano¬ 
ver. 1 have been? ^inore than' once in the 
apartment of the Epifcopal Palace at tlie 
former city, where they pretend he breathed 
his laft. But the feft was neverthelefe, t 
apprehend, otherwife. I will relate tjie 
particulars of his laft illnefs^ as I received 
them feme time fince, from an ancient do- 
meftic, who attended him on his journey, 

n 3, and 
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and tvfaich I coniider as particularly autben« 
tic. His own words will convey the moft 
accurate idea of the faft: On the 20th of 

' i 

‘‘ June 1727^ in the evening," faid he, his 
Majefty arrived at Pelden, a little town 
‘‘ near the frontiers of Germany, but belong- 
“ ing to the Republic of Holland. At that 
“ time he appeared to be in perfeft health. 
^ He was entertained at the feat of a No- 
“ bleman, about twenty miles from thence; 
and after fupper he eat of fome melons, 
which doubtlefs caufed the indigeftion 
** that proved fafcil to liim. He returned 
“ to Delden the fame night, where the 
“ Duchefs of Kendal exp§6Ved him; for Ihe 
‘‘ accompanied, or rather followed him, as 
‘Mlie travelled with poll-horfes; while the 
** King, by means of relays placed on the 
“ road, was enabled to proceed with more 
expedition. Having taken fome hours 
‘‘ r^ofe in the inn, he continued his journey 
f'* for Hanover very early on the enfumg 
‘‘ .morning, the Duchefs of Kendal remain-^ 
ing beliind at Delden. Previous to his 
V “ fettin^ 
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letting out, he drank half a cup of choco- 
late, and foon afterwards found himfelf 
“ indifpofed. When he arrived at Bentheim, 
a town about twenty miles from Delden, he 
wlas already ferioufly ill; but his anxiety 
and impatience to pufh forward to Ofna* 
brugh, prevented his having recourfe to 
medical affiftance. An emetic, had it 
been adminiltered at that time, might, it 
is probable, have faved him. 

At Rheine, the next ftage, which is 
‘‘ fitiiate in the dominions of the Bilhop of 
Munfter, his Majefty continuing very 
unwell, the . perfons who accompanied 
‘‘ him, entreated hihi to ftop and to call in 
‘‘ help; but as he peremptorily refufed, they 
proceeded, He grew perceptibly worfe 
every minute, and before he got to Ippen-* 
** buren, a little town of Weftphalia belong- 
“ ing to his Pruffian Majefty, the King was 
“ become lethargic. One of his arm9 furik 
down, and all the endeavours made to 
revive the limb, by chafing and rubbing 
it, proved ineffe6lual. The moft ferious 

D 3 alarn^ 
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^‘alarms began to be enterta,ine<J by the 
perfons who attended him; but he per- 
“ fitted in his wifti to proceed without 
delay. At Ippenburen, they held a fort 
of confultation on the meafures proper 
‘‘ to be adopted; and a meflenger was 
difpatched to acquaint the Duchefs of 
‘‘ Kendal with his Majefty*s illiicfs. He 
met her about two miles beyond Rheme, 
and on receiving this information, Ihe 
“ made all hafte to come up with the 
« King. 

No remonftrances or expoftulations 
could prevail on him to flop at Ippen- 
buren. He had only eighteen miles 
from thence to his brother's Palace at 
Ofnabrugh, where he knew that every 
accommodation and aid could be pro^ 
cured. His tongue began to fwell, 
his fenfes to fail, and his articulation 
“,to become indiftinfi:. But, as long 

^ 4 

“ as he could make himfelf underftood, 
he continued to repeat, ‘ Ofnabrugh! 

Ofnai'. 
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06 iabrugh r They therefore hurried 
on, ill hopes of reufehing that city 
while he was ftill alive, though tfie King 
was fallen totally fenfelefe into the aami's 
“ of one of his attendants, a gentleman 
named Fabrice. The place where- he 
expired, is difficult to afeertain; but it is 
believed that he breathed his laft, as tho 
carriage mounted the high hill out of 
“ Ippenburen. The body was, indeed, 
“* xiill warm when they arrived at Ofna- 
“ brugli, where Ills veins were opened, and 
“ every method was vainly ufed to recover 
‘‘ him, as he never gave any fign of life 
‘‘ or perception, after leaving Ippenburen. 
“ About lialf-way between that place and 
“ Rlieiiie, a fecond courier, difpatched from 
Ofnabrugh, announced to the Duchefs 
of Kendal, that George the Firft was no 
more. She received the intelligence with 
“ demoaftrations of violent grief, tearing 
her hair, and exclaiming that llie was 
undone. When her firft emotions had 
fubfided, flie difmiffed the.ladiei? who 


accom-^ 
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accompamed her; and not venturing) 
‘‘ or not choofing, to proceed to Hanover 
at fucb a moment, ihe took the road to 
Brunfwick) where flie remained for three 
months afterwards." 

m 

My next letter will be from Zelh 
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Jiefctnpticni of the Cajile of Ahlden.^^R^eBiom 
cn the death and hijtory of Sophia Dorothea^ 
Princefs of %eU and of Hanover,—Cajlte if 
Zell.—Account of the Danijh Revolution in 
\ ^Particulars of the arrejt of Caroline 
Matilda, Queen of Denmark, of Struerfee, 
and of Brandts—Removal of the Queen to 
Zell.—Her laf illnefs and death,—Detail of 
thofe events, — ReJle6lions on iter charaRer 
and misfortunes. 


Zell. 13, 1777. 

P rompted by curiofity to fee the Cafile 
in which Sophia Dorothea, the wife of 
George the Firll, reiided during fo large a 
portion of her life, I took the road to Ahlden 
on leaving Hanover. It lies acrols an un-* 
frequented part of the Ele61:orate, through 
a dreary tra6l of country ; and the difhince 
not lefs than thirty miles. Ahlden 
has no title to the appellation of a CaHle, 
except that it is furrounded with a .double 
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moat^ acrofe which arc thrown drawbridges. 
The building itlelf is compofed only of 
brick and wood, reicmbling rather a large 
ferm-houlc than a Ducal feat, and de- 
fcribing three lides of a fqiiare in figure. 
I obfen^ed on one part, Ihe dale 1579; 
and over the principal entrance are the 
aims of the Hoiife of Bnnifwick, with the 
year 1613 inferibed beneath. The whole 
manfion has an air of antiquity fpread over 
it, mixed with melancholy fequeftration; 
and the rooms are neither numerous nor 
elegant, though fuperior to what tlie exter¬ 
nal appearance fecins to announce. In a 
large fquare apartment^ w hich was formerly 
the eating-room,vare prelervcd two portraits ; 
one of George the Flrit at full length, in his 
robt's of ftate ; the other of Sophia Dorothea 
herfelf. This laft pl 61 aire is very ill exe- 
cuted; but it refembles all the other porr 
traits of her which I hii^’^ feen. She is 
reprefented in p, fort of fancy drefs em¬ 
broidered, and her hair ornamented with 
fiowers.. The fece is charming, and. there 
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is in its expreffion a wildnefs or playful- 
nefe, M^hich adds to its effefl:. 

Adjoining to the above-mentioned aparN 
jncnt, and on the fame floor, are three'room^ 
one within the other. They comihand a 
tolerable profpe*6t to the North, over tlie 
meadows in front of the houfe, throujrh 
which ruas the river Aller, at the diftance 
of three hundred paces. In the innermoft 
chamber, the unfortunate Princefe of 
Hanover expii-ed on the 13th of November 
1726, at eleven o’clock at night. She was 
then fixty years and nine months old, of 
which llie had palled near forty at Ahlden. 
From the Gazette of that year, w^e are only 
informed that her preceding indifpofition 
was Ihort. Many of the villagers remem¬ 
ber her; and they confirm the fa 61 ; of 
George the Eleftoral Prince her fon, (aft 
temards King George the Second), havii^ 
attempted in vain to obtain accefe to her.' 
Anxious to fee his mother, he fwam hi^ 
horfe acrpfs the river Aller, and unaccom- 
p^ed by any perfpq, reached the Ca&ie. 

He 



^4 IfBMdZRS op THE 

4 * 

He even palled the outward moat, but w'as 
flopped at the drawbridge of the inward 
moat, by the Baron de Bulau, under whofe 
care Sophia was placed. He drew his 
fword, informed the Prince that he had 
orders to refufe all admittance to the 
Princefs, and compelled him to retire 
without accomplifliing his purpofe. Her 
death, which as I have already laid, pre¬ 
ceded die deceafe of Geotge the Firft about 
eight months, unqueftionably prevented 
her fon from reftoring her to the honours 
of w'hich flie had been fo long deprived. 

Very late the fame day on which I ^ i- 
iited Ahldcn, I arrived at this city, where 
every objeft recalls the image of another 
Princefs, fcarcely lefs unfortunate than 
Sophia. I mean, as you will eafily ima¬ 
gine, her defeendant, the late Queen of 
Denmark, Caroline Matilda. It is curious 
and atfefting to contemplate the fimilarity 
of their hiftory. Both were precipitated 
in the prime of youth from their elevation; 
and their pretended lovers equally fell by 

« the 
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the hand of the aflaffin, or of thfe exe-' 
eutioner. The two Princefles lalike ex¬ 
piated their imputed errors, in imprifon- 
iiient or in exile; and they now repofe to¬ 
gether in the famQ vault, where their remains 
are depofited fide by fide. Hiftory, from 
Julia, the daughter of Auguftus, down 
to the prefent hour, is little more than 
a repetition of the fame fuppofed crimes, 
accufations, and punifliments. It is only' 
changing the name of Pandataria, to that 
of Ahlden, or of Zell, Sempronius 
Gracchus, the lover of Julia, periftied 
by a violent death, like Konigfmark and 
Stmenfee. The Semiramis of one age, is 
the Catharine of another. 

This place is no longer to be recognized 
for the fame city as it was three years ago, 
when it exhibited the afpe6t of gaiety, 
amufement, and pleafure. Now all is lilent . 
and defert. Not a carriage is to be feen * 
or heard in the ftreets; grafs already 
grows in the area of the Cattle, and hardly 
a human creature is to be found within 

its 
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its vralls« I wandered yefierday f^r a c 6 Vt^ 
fiderable time through the chambers and* 
galleries, without being able t6 meet any 
perfon; till on entering one of the rooms, 
I difcovered at the fartbeft extremity a 
iftau, whom I foon recognized to be Man¬ 
tel, the late Queen's feithful valet*de* 
diambre. He conducted me over the' 
Caille. In the range of apartments which 
was occujned by the Queen Matilda, every 
thing remains exaClly as it was left in May 
1775, ^he period of her death. The Caftle 
of Zell, which is ftill 0 noble edifice, worthy 
the refidence of a fovereign Prince, is 
a Gothic fortrefs, of h fquare figure, fur- 
rounded by a deep moat, having ramparts ' 
and baftions for its defence. In the center 
is< a quadrangle, and the wdiole llrufturc 
forcibly reminds the beholder of thofc an¬ 
tique deferted cattles, fo frequently deferibed 
in' romance. Thougli part of it is near four 
hundred years old, and tending to decay, 
y^t the far greater portion, w hich was rebuilt, 
Gii'at leaft modernized by George William, * 

Duke 
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Duke of Zell, in the laft* cen^iy^ coirtinues^ 
in peifeft prefervatioB. The apartments, 
iulmbited by the late Queen of Denmark, 
may almoft be termed magnificent; but in 
a few years tliey^ will probably link into a 
ftate of negle 6 t and dilapidation, 

Y:Ou rcqueft me to relate *the hiftory of 
that Princefs. You delire to know tiie 
"^principal circumllances of the Danilh re¬ 
volution ; the manner of the Queen’s ful)- 
foqiient life at Zell; finally, the particulars 
of her lull illnefe, death, and charafter. 
Many reafons make me unwilling to gratify 
your curiofity. The revolution of Den¬ 
mark in 1772* as it* is commonly termed, 
was not, like that of Sweden in the fame 
year, a political or conliitutlonal ■ revolu¬ 
tion, which altered tlie form of the go¬ 
vernment : it was only a convulfion of the 
Court, produced by the indifiiretioii of 3 
young and unexperienced Queen, facili-» 
tated by the imbecility of a weak and cre¬ 
dulous King, who p(*rmitted his mother-* 
in-law and brother to fieze on the admi- 

uiftration. 
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iiiftmtion, 'which he was himfelf incapable 
ot exercifing in peribn. When Guflavus 
the Third effe6ted the revolution at Stock¬ 
holm, every circumftance was traiifa£led 
in open day, and became matter of no¬ 
toriety. But, the arreft and imprifonment 
of the Queen Matilda, of Struenfee, and "of 
Brandt, were performed in the night; and 
tl\e fcene m as the Royal Palace at Copen- 
liagen. The faCls attending that extraor¬ 
dinary tranfd6tion, are belldes too recent, 
to jnftify their entire difclofure. In com- 
jjliance neverthelels with your defire, I 
lhall fiate to you the leading events, which 
preceded and followed ‘the Danilh revolu¬ 
tion. If I do not relate every thing that 
has come to my knowledge, you may * on 
the other hand be afliired, that the fa6ls 
which I record, are authentic. 

The marriage of Chriftiun the Seventh,' 
King of Denmark, with the Princefs Caro- . 
line Matilda of England, was one of thofe 
alliances in which neither fimilarity of dif- 
pofition, nor any other requifites w’erc 

found, 



eotTRxoF 

£>utid» to enfufe nuptial fdicit^. ' 7 'ItaFKmg 
foon abandoned kiiiifelf to irFeguMritios of 
every kind, too puerile, eifbminate,! and dii# 
folute for' commemoration. Nor vtras the. 
Daniili Court lefe, a fcene of tmiv^rfal difli-' 
pation, calculated at once to corrupt the 
heart, and to contaminate the manners. A 
young and amiable 'womans who faw herleif 
hegle^ed by her hulband,while ihewas at the 
fame time an obje6l of refpe6t and homage to: 
every other perfon that approached her,* 
could fcarcely be fuppofed to efcape the 
moral contagion of fuch a fcehe. Yet, 
previous to the King^s journey in 1768,-' 
tvhen he vilited E.nglaod, France, and other 
parts of Europe, the Queen had lb conduct¬ 
ed herleif, as if, not wholly to efcape dc* 
traction, to prelerve, however, a great lhare 
of general affeCtion and popularity. The 
birth of the Prince Royal, which preceded 
the King^s departure from Copenhagen, 
augmented the attachment of the people to 
her perfon and dignity. 

VOL. J. £r 
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: ttlw 9 iA at ibis time that Struenlhe» delV 
tbed aitenwntds to make too tonipicooua 
a figure in the Daaiih aimale» firil became 
kiiom to €!biiftiaatlte Sevenths The&ti^ 
ef Stmeafee was onfy a,deacon of Renfi* 
beurg, ahtde town in the Duchy of Slefwick, 
where he fliH contbues to refide. He en*- 
brtained little afiPe&ion for his fbn, and 
fiequendy, during the ihort term of Struen- 
fee^s elevation, foretold or apprehended his 
approaching fote. When the King of 
Denmark determined on viiiting fome of the 
Courts of Europe, Struenfee was appointed 
to atond his Mi^efty, in quality of phy (ician; 
he having previoufly pradtifed medicine with 
a degree of reputation and fuccefs, at Altona. 
Brandt, who fuffered at the iame time with 
Struenfee on the fcaifold, and whofe two 
names are now become infeparably blended 
in biftoiy, was of a. more elei^ated extrac-» 

* tion* His family, though not noble, was 
V8iy r^>e^ble, originally from Holftein, 
in the vicinity of Hamburgh, where his 
17 anceflors 
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were eftaMfhed. He ^pblSfefled 
qualities celeiilated te axlveince ibetf 
(»0ffeflbr in a c6nrt; Ms nmiittets b^0 
poliihed, fais eddrels eafy, and Ms' 
fatbn lively, as J^ll as amufing^ TbmtigH* 
eut Ms life, na lefe than at Ms death, he 
manifefted perfenal courage; but in ptin*^ 
ciple and virtue he was totally defieient^ 
Among the favourites of Chriftian tho 
Seventh, who were the companions of fatdf 
pleaitires, Brandt occupied a diftifiguilhed 
place; and he was commonly felefted from 
among the crowd of courtiers, to make otid 
of the party at the Kmg^s private fupperSk 
Having been appointed a Gentleman of thd 
Bed-chamber, he flattered himfelf that hd 
ifhould be placed on the 121 6f thofe, whom 
his Danifc Majcfty named to* dctompany 
him on his intended travels; It wan not 
therefore without equal furprife and nmttis 
fication that Brandt found his name ex* 
eluded. Attributing Ms r^e6tidn lb thd 
enmity and rivality of the ybuttg Cotmt 
Holcke, who had fep^antad* Himi m fie 

B 8 COtt* 
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ooncmvod» in his Sovereign’s favour;' 
fiung with a* preference fo injurious to his 
yiews, Brandt endeavoured to procure the 
difgrace of Holcke, by means of an anony¬ 
mous letter addrefled to the King^ accufmg 

♦ I 

that fe^vourite of difaffe6l:ion. Bot» the at^ 
tempt proved ruinous to himfelf: the letter 
having been foon traced to its real author, 
Brandt received an order to quit Copen¬ 
hagen in twenty-four hours. He obeyed, and 
retired to Paris, where he remained in ob- 
fcurity as well as indigence. When the 
King of Denmark arrived at that city, 
Brandt found means to reprefent his po¬ 
verty, and obtained from his mafter a pre- 
fent of a hundred Louis-d’ors. 

Struenfee meanwhile had accompanied 
Chrifiian the Seventh on his travels. He 
ai^ Brandt meeting at Paris, they formed 
a fort of compa6l:, by which it was agreed 
j&at if Struenfee, on his return to Denmark, 
Ihould attain fufficient credit at Court, he 
trould ufe it to obtain the recal of the 
Other^ During the King’s iby in France, 
- , Struenfee 
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Sthienfee had rifen to a considerable degree 
of favour ; and his Majefty foon *after Jhis 
arrival at Copeidiag^ prefented him to 
the Queen with his own hand; recbm*? 
mending him at the fame time to her as 
a man of talents, and as peculiarly (killed 
in the profeffion of ph3rfic. He was pro- 
moted immediately to the place of a f^rivy 
Counfellor, and foon became as acceptable 
to the Queen, as he had been to her 
hufband. 

Reafons of a very delicate and peculiar 
nature, facilitated his progrefs in that 
princefs's good opinion. The King and 
fhe having been alienated from each otheri, 
in confequence of his excefles, and having 
ceafed to cohabit together, Struenfee undei> 
took to reconcile them, and fucceeded in 
the attempt. He received every day from 
both new marks of confideration and 
efteem. Brandt, by his endeavours, was 
recalled to Court, reinftated iu office, and 
they were ffiortly afterwards raifed at tl^e 
fame time, to tlie rank of Counts.. Strueirfqo 

E3 in 
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ID patticHlar beemne not only tb6 
fevoufite, bnt wa> oou^ituted siini<ft6i^ 
vith abnoft Bnlianited poibticsl povelr* So 
rapid end eitraoidinuy an elevadoo, net 
eei&rily exceed many conuaenta: imd 
or added a tbou&od repoit8> to^ 

junoitt to the honour ^ tba Queen. 

' It muft lie admitted even by tbofe to 
wboin her mesMsy is moft dear» that her 
imprudenoe 'was great and inexcuiable. 
Not only in private, but at the theatre, in 
the ftraets of Copmihag«i, end before mul^ 
titndes of fpe^tors, fhe manifefted a 
very injudicious preference for Struenlhe. 
He was himfelf fenfibb of her Maj^y^s 
|adjfefetion» and endeatioured» but vritbout 
to induce her from prudential 
tivea, to moderate the tefldmonias of her 
pai'ti^ity toivarda him in public^ The 
levity of her oondud liras augmented by 
the impropriety her drefs on many oc* 
caBons. She uras accuftomed to ride out 
^itb Stroeiifee, habited completely in men’s 
efetbes^ arilhoot any mixtuie of female 

attire; 
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ittire! and though this ino& Is hdthelr 
uncommon among ladies in the noffii oF 
Eutope, nor implies a^y of 

deportment^ yet it tended to intrealb thd 
populttr claniout aond mifi^refet]^taod4 
The King ml a paffive and ^ot fpeo^ 
tutor of Struenfee's favour, as well as 6 t 
the Queen^s attachment to him. Though 
indifferent towards his wife, he neverthelefe 
efteemed her; nor did he feel or exptofe 
the flighteft refentment at her bdiavioar. 
His mind and body, equally debilitated 
by excelTes of eveiy kbid, left him without 
activity, and almoft without perception oi 
fentiment. He funk into a date of im« 
becility, which w^lile it rendered him 
capable of receiving the worft impreffions, 
difqualified him from appreciating their 
truth, or taking any part in the manage¬ 
ment of public affairs. The adminiftra- 
tion devolved therefore on the Queen, 
Struenfee, and their adherents: but the 
Court was plunged in diverfions and kn- 
merfed in pleafures, which were fooa to 

£ 4 be 
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|^^^G|CC()i|ded,by fce^es of a veiy di^reml 
WtBjet;; .. 

V ^.^iiiffiq^eftionably a ,main 

capable of gmt iq>plication - to 
buiu)eOi«-i^pid aod decifiye in his .lefidu- 
tiips, as . ^ll.^as , enlarged'and patriotic in 
his vieiys. Many ^ of his meafures tended 
IP the aipelioi^tipni improvement, and 
Aggrandizement of Denmark, But he 
neither poffefled the profound policy,, the 
fevere vigilance, nor the fuperior judgment, 
requifite for maintainpg him in his fudden 
elevation,; Toward^^ the clofe of his mi- 
niftryi he^^ted without forelight or addrefs; 
as if, wijh the difficulties which augmented 
round;bim, he loft the ftrength and prefence 
of his underftanding. At the head of his 
enemies, who were numerous, powerful, 
and implacable, appeared the Queen Dow- 
agof, an^. her fon Frince Frederic.. The 
former, Juliana Maria of Brunfwick Wol- 
fenbuttol, wjdow of Frederic the Fifth, the 
Jatjp King,.rhad affuredly not received from 
preremiaent qiajities for goyer% 

menu 
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ment. Her fon, who feemed flail lefs 
formed to occupy a diitinguiflied place Jb 
the hiftory of his country, infpired little 
refpeO; Or apprehenfion. But the indiP* 
crction of the young Queen, and the fetal 
fecurity of Stni^nfee, fupplied every defeQ:. 
Patience and perfeverauce were alone ner 
ceflary in order to ripen the machinations 
prepared for their deftru6tion. 

Several perfons of the firft quality and 
confideration in Denmark, impelled by am¬ 
bition, indignant at the preference Ihewn to 
an oblbure ftranger, or irritated by their 
excluiion from ollice, joined the Queen 
Dowager’s party. Among the chief, were 
Counts Rantzau and Oftein, General 
Eichfted, and Colonel Roller Banner. 
Various confultations were held by them, 
. relative to tlie meafures proper to be pur- 
fued; and towards the clofe of the year 
1771, they finally determined to proceed 
to adion without further delay. On the 
firft day of January every year, it was 
cuftomary at Copenhagen for the populace 

to 
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to uiJfemble Dear the Royal Palaee, ^hem 
^ ox, roafted whole, was difiiibuted among 
them. As the Court, and Royal Family 
ufually al£fted at this feftivity, the Queen 
Matilda had (ignified her intention being 
prefent, accompanied by "the King, and 
their ordinary attendants. Such an occa* 
fion appeared too favourable to be negle6i-» 
ed. The parbzans of Juliana Maria and 
Prince Frederic, having gained over a fuf- 
ficient number of the foldierv, came to a 
refolutkm of breaking in among the crowd, 
arrefting their opponents, and even of 
putting them to death upon the fpot, if 
any refiftance were attempted. Nothing 
could have apparently prevented the fuccefs 
of the plan, which would have been greatly 
fecilitated by tlie confulion arifing from the 
aflemblage of people; but it was difeon* 
ceited when pear its execution, by an ano¬ 
nymous warning lent to a nobleman in 
the Queen Matilda^s houfehold, enjoining 
him to be abfent, if he regarded hia fefety„ 
He immediately communicated: to her 

Majefty 
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Majeify this alanning intimation^ whicll 
ibe by no means defpifed; and on ptetenoa 
of mdlfpofitiony (he announced her refolu« 
lion not tx> be prefent at the ceremonjr^ 
So unexpe^d a failure on her part, fruA 
trated the project, without infpiring her <w 
her adherents with fuffioent caution againft 
future attempts of a hmilar nature; while 
their enemies, difconcerted, but not dif“ 
heartened, prepared to renew their attack 
under more favourable circumftances. 

They at length refolved to feize on the 
Queen Matilda, and the principal perfona 
attached to her, at the clc^ of a mafked 
ball, which w^as to be given in the Rc^'ai 
Palace, upon the 15th of January, 1773^ 
Count fiantzau undertook the delicate com-* 
milTion of perfuading the King to fign the 
order for the purpofe, and of putting it, 
afterwards into execution. To Koller 
Banner was affigned the important tafk of 
arrefting Struenfee; and all the inferior 
arrangements for enfuring fuccefs wxre 
iettied with great dexterity, Tbc^ were 

never- 
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fefeverthelefe on the point of being overt* 
at ^the very moment when all was 
Tipe for adion. Raiitzau, upon whofe 
courage, fidelity, and fecrecy, no reliance 
could be placed, determined not only to 
wiAdraw his alTiftance from the party in 
which he had enlifted, but to reveal the 
^hole confpiracy to Struenfee* On the 
afternoon of the 15th of January, only a 
few hours before the ball was to begin, 
he wrote to the minifter, defiring to fee 
him at his own apartments, upon bufinefs 
of the utmoft importance. Struenfee in¬ 
tended to have gone thither; but, being 
detained by a variety of affairs till it grew 
late, he went ftrait to the ball, and thereby 
•loft the faireft occafion of extricating him- 
felf from deftruftion, 

Rantzau, thus difappointed in his delign 
of betraying his aflbciates, was not however 
the lefs refolved to renounce all further 

4 

participation in their fcheraes. He fent a 
meffage therefore to the Queen Dowager, 
acquainting her tliat he fhould be unable to 


come 
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come to the Palace, or to execute the part 
affigned him in the projefiled revolution, 
on account of a violent attack of the gout,. 
to which difeafe he was conftitutionally 
fubjeft. In order to fupport the deception, 
he caufed his legs to be wrapped in flan¬ 
nels. This meflage, at once embarafling 
and unexpeCled, threw the perfons to. 
whom it was addrefled, into the utmoft 
confternation. But, the fpirit and decifion 
of Koller Banner foon furmounted Rant- 
zau's pretended indifpolition. Having en¬ 
treated tlie Queen Juliana Maria not to 
be alarmed, and confeious of the mo- 
tives from which R^ntzau a6led, Koller 
Banner font his own fedun chair to tlie 
Counts houfe. It was accompanied by 
two grenadiers with their bayonets fixed, 
who had politive orders to put him into 
the chair at all events, and to conduct him 
to the Palace without an inftant's delay. 
They were authorized to ufe force, if necef-. 
fary; but Rantzau, aware that refittance 
was vain, fubmitted, was carried to Court, 

and 
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dud performed the fervice expc6:ed from 
Um* Kolier Banner was indeed 
mating fonl of the enterprize, to whofe cool^ 
nefri prefence of mind, and intrepidity, its 
iucce& muft be principally attributed. 
During the whole night, while at the ball, 
be maintained the utmoft ferenity of de- 
portment, and played at the fame game of 
cards with Monfieur Berger, whom he im¬ 
mediately afterwards arrefted. 

Two circumftances which took place in 
the courfe of the evening, excited remark, 
dnd ought to have awakened ftifpicioti* 
The King, Queen, and their attendants, 
entered the ball room before ten o^clock; 
but Prince Frederick, contrary to his ufual 
cuflom, and in fome meafure contrary to 
Ae refpefit due from him towards their Ma* 
jefties, did not arrive till more than an hour 
later. His countenance was fluftied, and 
his difordered looks betrayed the agitation 
of his mind. As foon as he came, the Queen 
irdvancing towards him faid, Vous venez 
^ d^aniver bien tard, mon frere: Qn^at’ez 

vous?” 
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H vous?**—C eft tjue j'ai eu de3 afiaires, 
** Madame/" replied he. ** II me femble^"* 
anfwered fhe gaily, “ que voua. auriea 
** mieux fait de penfer a vos plmfirs qu"a 
** VOS aifairesy pendant ui^ foiree de bal." 
Tlie Prince made little or ho reply, and the 
converfation ended. The other incident 
was fiill more calculated to have alarmed 
Struenl^, if he had not overlooked it, or 
had not with a fort of infetuation omitted 
the neceflary precautions for his fafety. As 
he was conlcious of his own unpopularity, 
and dreaded fome commotion among the 
people, he had furrounded the ball-room 
with guards, on whole fidelity he knew, or 
believed, he could rely. But, the officer who 
commanded them, having been gained by 
the oppofite party, changed the foldiers, fub- 
ftituting others in their place. Tlie alteration 
was even noticed by fome of Struenfee*s 
friends; though, which feems ftill more ex^ 
traordinary, it did not imprefs them with 
iufficient apprehenfion to produce any in* 
quiiy in confequence. 

Between twelve and one o"clock the King 

quitted 
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j||ilttted tlifi roomy and retired. The 
#iio continued there to a later hour, fup* 
ped with a large party in her own box, to 
which Prince Frederic was not admitted, 
nor invited. After dancing the greater 
part of the night with Struenfee, her 
Majelly and he both withdrew nearly at 
the lame time, about three‘o'clock/ The 
company foon followed, and the two lull 
pcrfons who remained in the bail-room, 
were Brandt and the Coiinleft d’Oftein, 
between whom there fublilled an attach¬ 
ment. They were engagf*d in converfa- 
tion, when the mailer of the revels went 
up to Brandt, and faid, ‘‘Every one is 
gone; I muft order the lights to be extin- 
guilhed.^'—“ I will give directions for that 
purpofe," replied Brandt; “ leave it to me/ 
A lingular fatality feems to have attended 
the Queen and her friends. In order to 
feize upon fo non^erous a body of men, 
many of whom, it was unqueftionable, 
would attempt refiilance, if they were not 
taken by furpnfe, and feparatoly; it was p&- 
quilite to attack them when unprepared and 

alone. 



COURT OF nSRUlTji tTC. 6$ 

alone. The Countefs had invited a 

fele6t company of ladies and'gentlemen» 
among whom w^ere Struenfee and Brandt^ to 
drink tea in her apartments, after the con* 
clufton of the ball. If this party had taken 
place, it would liave frufttated the pJans of 
the Queen Dowager and her Ibnl They 
would probably have efteemed it too dan¬ 
gerous, to attack feveral of the firft men in 
„ • 

Denmark, colleSed together in one room, 
who were capable of delperate refiftance, and 
might have either efcaped, or have defended 
thomfelves fuccefefully. In the progrefs of 
fuch an attempt, the Royal Palace, where 
the principal among^them were lodged, muft 
no doubt, have been rendered a feene of 
carnage and horror. But one of the ladies 
w'ho was invited, Madame de Schimmelman, 
having a violent head-ach, excufed herfelf: 
Madame de Bulow, unwilling to go without 
her friend, made her excufes likewife ; and 
the Countefs d’Oftein being then the only 
remaining female of the party, it was re¬ 
nounced. Every p^rfon retired to their re<- 
^ VOL. I. F fpe6tive 
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fpdSim BpBTtmentSf and left tiie chiefs of 
Jifae enterpriee free to commence their ope^ 
esatacois. 

The mcmieizt for a^en was now arrived* 
fiantzaii^ withotit lois of liinpf entering 
the King's bedchamber, awoke him, and 
accpjainied him that there ekifted a con^ 
fpimcy againft liis pei'fon and dignity, xrt 
the head of whk^h i»ere his wife, Stra« 
eofee, and rarious of their afibciates. Ho 
then befonglrt his Majeily to confult his 
Own fecurity, by inftantly iigning an mder 
for their arreft, which Rantzati tendered 
him; yfing every argnment to enforce 
bis foficitations. But^ Chiiflian, though 
frebde in mind, and taken by furprize, not 
only hefitated, bnt refufed to aflix his 
name to the paper. The Queen Dowager 
and Prince Frederw: were therefore called in 
to hia badfide ; and by means of expoftu^ 
lations, fupported by exaggerated or felfe 
reprefentations of the danger ^hidh be 
incurred firom delay, they at leiigth pro** 
iured his roliiEtant confeat^ He ligned Iho 

m order. 
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i»lrcbr9 which was immedkitely meikd into 
eineeiiil^. 

Koiler Banner Tepairhig: to Shthenfeie’s 
chamber, forced open ihe door, and Seised 
hhn in hia bed. He was alleep when ihia 
event te<^ pkce, for ^bich be was fo totally 
limprepared, that havihg no clotlms near 
the bediide, except his mafquerade drefs^ 
he was neceffttated to put on ihe dotnina 
breeches which he had worn at the ball, 
for Want of any otliers. The wealjber 
being extremely cold, he. was pehnitted 
to wrap himfelf in his fat cloak, mA they 
then conveyed him in a coach to the 
citadeL While KoUer Banner arreftedi 
Struenfee, Beringlhold, a man of a defpe« 
rate but intrepid chara&er, accompankd 
by fome foldiers, entered the room in 
which Bmndt was lodged. Unlike Stru- 
enfee, he ftarted up, feized his fword, and 
prepared for refiftance; but on the foldiers^ 
by Beringlhold^s orders, levelling their 
fiieces^ and threatening to fire on him, he 
§Kve np Im fword, and fuxrendeied him* 

T a folf 
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t prifoner. ' In the lame mahtxer as liis 
companion in misfortune, he wasinftantly 
; ‘condufl:ed under a guards in a coach, to 
,tlie .citadel. Various o^ier noblemen and 
. gentlemen, their adl^e^ents, where at the 
* fame time put into a ftate of arreft, or had 
cenlinels placed at the.door of their apart- 
jnents. * , . 

But tlie moll dangerous and important 
a^l' of. the enterprife ftill remained to 
■ performthat of arrefting the Queen 
Matilda. After retiring from the ball, Ihe 
■c'cntinue^d fomc time in her own room, 
before flie went to bed, occupied in fuckling 
her litlle daughter, ^ho was ftill. at the 
brcali. Struenfee’s chamber being lituated 
diretlly under the Queen s, the noife which 
KoHer Banner made in feizing his perfon, 
wasiiidirtin6Hy heard by her Majefty. Un¬ 
fortunately by no means however attri¬ 
buted it to the real caufe. On the contrary, 
imagining that the dilturbance was occalion- 
ed by the company, which, as Ihe knew, was 
to meet in the apartment of Madame d'Gftein, 

and 
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and which party (he concluded, 'had been 
transferred to that of Struenfee, ftie ordered 
one of her women to go down, and to re- 
queft thetn to be kfs intemperate in thdr 
mirth, as they vvpuld otlierwife prevent her 
from taking any repofe. The woman did. 
not return: the noife ceafed; and the 
Queen, wholly unfufpicioiis, having fooii 
retired to rell, fell into a profound fleep. 

It yvm about five oklock in the morning, 
when flie was awakened by a Danifli fe¬ 
male attendant, who always lay in the ad¬ 
joining room. Holding a candle in. one 
hand, flie held out a paper to the Queen 
in the other, whichf with marks of agita¬ 
tion, flie requefted of her Majefty to perufe.* 
It contained a requeft, rather than an order, 
couched in very concife, but very refpe6tfid 
terms, ftatingthat “ the King of Denmark, 
for reafons of a private nature, wiflied 
her to remove to one of the Jloyal Palaces, 
in the country for a few days" The 
Queen, fcarcely awake, in her firft furprize 
imagined that the note which flie faw in her 

T 3 woman*s 
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wcmBxfs hand carnet, fmm. the Baron de 
Bulats, belt mafber (£ the horfe; and diat 
its parport was> to inquire^ whether it 
waa her pleatfbre to hunt on that day. 
But^ no ho^ had (he caft her eye over 
the paper^ and read its contents, with the 
Royal fignature annexed, than flie inftant* 
ly comprehended the nature and extent 
of her misfortune. Confcious that if ihe 
could only gain accefs to the King, flie 
ftould be able in a moment to overturn the 
plans of her enemies, flic fprung out of bed; 
and without waiting to put on any thihg ex¬ 
cept a petticoat and ftioes, flie ruflied into 
the antichamber. Tlmre, the firft objeft 
which met her view% was Count Rantzau, 
feated* quietly in a chair. Recoilefiting 
then her' diihevelled ftate, flie exclaimed, 
Eloignez vous, Monfieur le Comte, pour 
Vamoiir de Dieu, car je ne fuis pas prefen-* 
table/^ Si^ immediately ran back into her 
chamber, and’haftily threw on fomo clothes 
flflifted by her women. 


On 
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On attempting a iecmMi^ tSme 
ner room, ihe found tSiatt bxf 

* I 

withdrawn Himfelf, after mr 

officer in the door-w^y, who oppofid fiist 
further pafiage. Rendered ahnoft ftattitie 
by this infult, added to her diftreS^ i&ir 
feized him by the hair, demando^ to fiMi 
Count Struenfee, or the King. ** Ma-* 
dam," faid he, I only do my duty, and 
obey my orders. There is no Count 

Struenfee now^, nor can your Majefty fee 
the King," Having however pufhed him 
afide, ftie advanced at the door of the an- 
tichuml>er, where two foldiers had crofl& 
ed their firelocks,tin order to ftop her 
progrefs. The Queen commanding them 
to let her pafs, and adding promifes of re¬ 
ward if they obeyed, both the foldiers 

fell on their knees; and one of them laid 
♦ 

in Danilh, It is a fad duty, but mull 
perform it; our heads are anfwerable, if 
we allow your Majefty to proceed." As no 
one, however, dared to lay hwds upon 

r 4 the 
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tile ;;C2ueeo, Ite ftepped over the mulkets 
iF^h were crpffed, and ran half wild, 
along the Corridore le^ing to the King’s 
apartment. She even forced her way into 
it by violence; but her enemies, aware that 

v,>. < ' , ' ^ 

lhe..i^ht try to gain admittance, and juftly 
apprel^nfive of her influence over him, 
had taken the precaution of removing him 
betiines, to another part of the Palace. ^ 
Exhaufted by the agitation of her mind, 
and by fuch exertions of body, the Quee n 
attempted no further refiftance. She r(‘- 
turned to her own chamber, wlit^re ilie was 
aided to drefs heifelf, and inlbnned that iho 
mull inftantly quit Copenhagen. Ihintzau 
had theinfolence to fay to her, alluding to 
his gouty feet, ‘‘ Vous voycz, Madame, 
que mes pii'ds me manquent; mais, me s 
bras font hbres, et j’en offrirai un a ^'otn^ 
Majeft6, pour Taider, k monter en voiture.’* 
She was then put into a coach, which 
waited, for her at the door near the 
chapel of the Palace. Two ladies, a maid 
fervant, the little Princefs her daughter, 

whom 
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whom flie fuckled, and a in the 

Daniih fervice, got into the carriage with 
her. They took the road to Cronfbourg, 
a diftance of about twenty-four miles froiti 
the Capital; which, as they drove at a great ’ 
rate, they foon reached, and in which for- 
trefe the Queen w^as confined. 

Having thus minutely related the parti¬ 
culars of that extiTiordinary night, it is not 
my intention to enter on any of the events 
which followed. They weie in general. 
matters of notoriety. All Europe knows 
the tragical cataftrophe of Brandt and Stru-> 
enfee; the former of whom fuffered for 
his political and private conneftion with 
the Minlfter and favourite of the Queen 
Matilda. It was not the blow given by 
him to Chrlftian the Seventh, that brought 
him to the block. That imprudent a£l 
li^rved, indeed, for a pretext on which to 
found the accufation ; but was not his real 

• 

crinK^. While in prifon, Brandt w^as always 
gay, and never appeared to apprehend that 
he Ihould be put to death. His flute con- 
ftituted his principal refource, and he was 

accuftomcd 
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fihaqdcntly to play the ak in fM 
^ Iteferteur/* beginning, Mourir, 
iu)tre dernkJr feflbrt,"* 

S^en^ uras m much his fiiperior in 
as he fefl beneatji Brandt in per^ 
jbnal courage. While confined in the 
citadel, Stmenifec’ drew up his fkmoiis coh'» 
fbffion t a. compofition which did more 
honour to^hit abHity as a writer, than to his 
confthney op fortitude as a man. In it he 
irrowedi or divulged, more tlian his enemies 
ppobahly €3tpe€ied": perhaps, more than was 
even true. At the fcaffold he manifefi-ed 
contritionj as well as puiillanimity; v hile 
Brarjfdt met his puniftiment with a fort of 
c^relefs and unprincipled intrepidity. The 
fate of the imprifoned Queen was long 
dbubtfiiH and ftie probably owed to hep 
near alliance with the King of Great Bri¬ 
tain, that meafures of extreme fe^erity 
were not adopted againft her, by the new 
miuUtry of Denmark. It was propofed to 
immure her for life, in fome of the prifons 
oTftute; ?ind the Caitle of Aabourg in the 
pOnihftila of Jutland, a folitary and lequef- 

tered 
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Cered province of ttie DaftHH domimonis» 
was once deftined for the pmrpofei 
the powerful and fpirited interpofition ^ 
the Britifli Crown procured her rele^fov 
after paSing moce than four months in thft 
fortrefo of Cronfburgh. She embarked 
from Elfineur in the end of May 17724 
and landed at Stade in the HanOveiaan 
dominions, where ftie was received \nth 
diftinguifhed honours. 

- It was neverthelefe matfer of embarraflP* 
ment and difficulty, to BjL the precife place 
for her future refidence; as neither the 
Hate of her finances, nor the peculiar cir^ 
cumftances attending her fituation, feemed 
to di6tate Hanover for the purpofe. The 
Caftle of Zell, more retired from public 
notice, feemed better adapted in many ref* 
pe6ts. But, it had not been inhabited, ex¬ 
cept at fliort intervals, for near ^enty years, 
and required confiderable repairs in order to. 
render it commodious. The Queen there- 

. ,r 

fore was carried during the fununer, to a 
little hunting feat, ih a remote part of the 
Electorate, not for from riic Ixuiks of the 

Elbe 
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Elbe, named Goeurdej belonging to her. 
^&rot|ier} His Britannic Majefly. She re¬ 
mained there in profound retirement with 
only‘a few attendants, till the autumn, 
M'hen flxe repaired to the Caftle of Zell, 
which had been intermediately rendered 
fit for her reception. The liberality of 
the ICii\g of Great Britain provided her a 
becoming houfebold, compofed principally. 
of Hanoverian nobility of both fexes.. 
The Queen, who was under no fort of re- 
ilraint or confinement, except that which 
her rank and dignity necefTarily impofed, 
held frequent drawing-rooms, at which 
peribns of condition were prefented; and 
a theatre was fitted up for her amufenient 
in the Caftle, where dramatic pieces were 
frequently performed. 

Her table, if not fplendid, was ele¬ 
gant; and the Queens afiability, added 
to her natural cheerfulnefs of temper, 
rendered her little Court more than com- 
xhonly agreeable. Her pleufures, indeed, 
were extremely limited, frmn the nature 
of her pecuniary refources : for fuch 


was 



COHIIT OF BlftirflTi XTC. 77 

: "Was the generolity of her difpohtkm^ that 
,it exhaufled her means, and fiequetitly hh 
her almofl deilitute of money. Bat fiiGj 
. was well repaid by the general attachment 
which (he infpired. Neyer was any Princefii 
more univerfally beloved; and never ’were 
the advantages of adverfity, on a mind na¬ 
turally llrong, well difpofed, and good, 
more ftrikingly exemplified than in heiC 
She pofiefied excellent talents, numerous 
refources, and great accompliftiments. • Had 
her life been prolonged, (lie would no 
doubt have made ample atonement for the 
errors, into which youth, inexperience, and 
flattery, had precipil^ited her while on the 
throne of Denmark. She was unfortu¬ 
nately fnatched away in the prime of life, 
at twenty-four years of age, and afler 
a relidence of fcarcely more than two 
years and a half at Zell. 1 drew from 

mf 

Mantel, her valet-de-chambre, whom 1 
have already mentioned, and who attended 
her to the lail nloment, the minute detail 
«f all the circumflanccs attending her ilinefs 

and 
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death. They afr® too intereftiog, as 
mell as au^eaticy not to prtfetve idseat, 
as nearly, as poiTible^ in Manters exaft 
'words. The iimphdty of tihie nairadon 
m ^ more nSei^Bg) than any ftodied 

0 t 

^ The CSkneen/^ feid he# who was of 
^ a plethoric halnt of bodj^ had been 
always coofikutioiiaily fubjefl; to inflam- 
matidnd an her throat; and the weather at 
tiie time when ihe diech was uncommonly 
“ warm. On Thnrfday the 4th of May 
1775# flie Tofe> as was her cuftom, rather 
** early, and walked out. The ladies who 
accompanied her IJfajcfly, though they 
ufed many entreaties, could not |jrevail 
“ on her to wear a capuchin, and Ihe re- 
*“ turned after a long walk of about two 
** hours. When Ihe entered the Caflle, I 
met her. Letting her arms foil, as if 
fiiittgned, (he &kl, Mantel, I am not 
wdl \ I urn exceedingly tired, and hnte 
psdled a reftlefe night.^^ 1 brought in 
bteak&ft, and ihe eontioued viery > kn* 

guid j 
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^ goid; iuit neverthde&« ^ ap« 
pearance sti: dmticr, tbonig^ fta eat little 
^ ^ i»otbiDg« La ffae eftemofiiiy ike. end^ 
plamed fcxr die firft time# that hm tliAciaEt 
** gave her paid, and felt inflamed. Wiien 
** idle card tables vrere placed in the .*e\’fen- 
ing as niiial, ihe was ton mttcb indiA 
“ pofcd to be able to take any p3i«: of 
*• diverfion* The ladies about prcH* 
** pofed therefore, to have d foia broiog^tf 
^ in order that flie might lie down, and 
look on while they played^ Peroei^ing 
“ tlmt the Q.aeen wras very ill, I pfe&med 
to offer my advice, diat flie %oald 
‘‘ go immediately to^ bed, to which fhe 
** confented, and ordered her women to 
undrefs her, I tlien in^)lore(l her to 
fend for Leyfer her phyficiaa, which flie 
at firft refufod; but on my repeated iin- 
portttnity, permitted me to call him in to « 
lier afllftance. As foon as he had felt her 
<< polfe, he was greatly alarmed. ** Mantel,*^ 
iaid the Oueeu to me, when he wat 
gomtf ^ lam^wry iU, and 1 fiilly be*» 

•* lieve 
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^ lieve I lhall die.*^ Though I affefted to 
treat her opinion as unfounded, I was 
“ not the lefs deeply imprefled with st 
convi&ion, that ihe was in imminent 
danger. 

On tile enfiiing (fay die fymptoms 
became worfe, and upon Saturday, cnip- 
tions appeared all over her body. Ziiii- 
•• merman, the celebrated phyfician, being 
fent for from Hanoi or, arrived on the 
** Sunday; but, her diforder, which was a 
putrid fever of a very malignant nature, 
already afiumed the moll alarming afpeft, 
** and left fcaicely any hopes of her re- 
** covery. On Monday, the Queen's voice 
began to grow inarticulate, but Ibe pre- 
** fenced her fenfes perl‘e6tly. I fat by her 
Majefty continually, night and day, 
“ though (he many times commanded me 
*** to leave her, and go to reft, as I muft 
have need of fleep. I w^as however ab- 
“ fent,'only a few minutes at inten^als, 
^ in order to take fome refrefhment. At 
length, on the Tuefday, which was the 

day 
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day preceding her deaths as all her 
female attendants were ezliaidled witb 

4 

** watching, and I was become myfelf' al^ 
moft incapable of further exertion or 
“ fervice, a common ‘‘ Fille de Garderobe” 
was permitted to attend her Majefly.' 
** This girl was the only perfon who caught 
^ the Queen's diftemper, though it was 
certainly malignant and infeSious in 
a high degree. She was feized with 
“ a violent fever, the iymptoms of 
“ which exactly refembled thofe of the 
“ Queen's malady; but, after ftruggling 
^^ith it for three weeks, the girl re- 
covered. 

“ During the two laft days, the phyfi- 
‘‘ cians pronounced her Majefty's cafe 
“ defperate and hopelels. Her llrengtli 
** gradually failed, her voice became quite 
** extin6l, and her fenfes alone remained 
perfe6l. On Wednefday, the loth of 
“ May, I plainly perceived her diffolution 
approaching; and that night, about ten 
minutes after eleven o'clock, fee ex- 
vox. I. G ** pired. 
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piiM. ’‘Her vomm would not, how> 
'4* evet, b6 |)erlu{ided that (he was dead; 

th^ laid her head on the pillow, and 
** dtdSled her, iUll flattering themfelves 
« that ihe had life temping. But fhe 
was fcarcely coldly before the body began 
to change. At five o clock on Thurfday 
^ momifligt the alteration was very per- 
^ ceptible; end all the fpots on her fiicc 
and neck, wliich while Ihe was alive, 
were red or purple, afiiimed a black 
colour. So rapid and univerfal a .morti- 
¥ fication fucceeded, that it became im- 
praS&cable to preferve, or to embalm the 
** body. She was, th/erefore, put into lead 
without delay, and her funeral was per- 
formed on Friday the 12 th, at midnight. 
“ It was an awfiil and afife6ting folemnity, 
** the corpfe being followed by an immenfe 
multitude of weeping attendants. All 
Royal honours were paid her, and (he 
was di^fited in the vault of the Dukes 
** of'Zell, near the coffin of Sophia, Princefs 
^ of Hanover." 


Thefe 
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The^e ^ere the exBft purtioilarr of the 
Queen Matilda^s death, as Mantel related 
them to me. When he had concluded, I 
afked if there was any foundation for a 
flory, which had^been drcidated in London, 
and to which fome credit was attached; 
that Ihe h^ caught her illneis finohi one of 
her pages whom Ihe had vifited, and who 
was carried off by a fimilar malignant 
diftemper ? There certainly was,''' an- 
fwered he, in her houfehold, a page, who 
died eight days before the QueanVfei- 
“ zure. The diforder which occafioned 
“ his death, was a very fcorbutic habit of 
body, • attended with ulcers and fwelling 
in the logs. As he expired in the CafHe 
** of 2^11, the corpfe, when about to be m- 
“ terred, was laid out in a coffin not dofed 
down, and placed in a Ihiall room of one 
“ of the towers, over which was another, 
where her Majefty frequently Jjpmaiaed* 
Tl)e two apartments communioited by a 
little winding (iaircafe. Before the fune- 
** ral commenced, the Queen exprefied a 

G a great 
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“ great defire to look at the body; but, her 
ladies oppofed it, and reprefented to her 
** how injudicious^ as well as hazardous, 
fuch a cuiiofity might prove. In defiance 
“ of their remonftrances,^ Ihe perfifted ne- 
“ verthelefs in her wifti, and went down 
** with that intent, to the chamber in which 
“ the body lay; but, aware of her defign, 
‘‘ I had locked the door, and removed the 
“ key. When (he demanded it, I afiured her 
“ that it could not be found; and after fevc- 
** raJ vain endeavours, ftie therefore return-' 
** ed to her own room. It h^pening in the 
** afternoon, I brought tea to her Majeft3\ 
** We thought that £he had gi\en up any 
further intention of looking at the page; 
when, in a few minutes fhe fuddenly 
** fiarted up, and before any of the ladies 
prefent could interpofc to prevent or 
“ flop her, Ihe ran down to the chandler 
** wher^lay die corpfe. Unfortunately, 
the cRor was then open: flie ftept in, 
** and ftaid about a minute, not longer, re* 
garding it attentively; but, fhe exprefled 

“ no 
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*• no particular horror or emotion at the 
light, more tiian ivas natural on oon- 
‘^'templating fuch an obje6l. I neither 
believe that the body could communi- 
cate any inledion, nor is it my opinion 
** that ihe GsaSi long enough, had there 
been any, for her to receive it. Whether 
the incident might have made a deep, or 
injurious impre0ion on her imagination, 
** is certainly difficult to fay. I cannot 
however in any degree impute the 
Queen s confequont illnefs and death, to 
this circumftance." 

I defired Mafttel to inform me, if there 
was any lhadow of reafon for fufpe6ting 
that poifon, or other unnatural means had 
been ufed, to produce her death. “ God 
only knows,” faid he; “I think, not. 
‘‘ The inhabitants of Zell are all as firmly 
“ perfuaded of her having been poifoned, 
** as if they had fecn her fwallow it. They 
accufe an Italian of having adtninillered 
it to her, though the man had not ap« 
** proached her perfon, for near or quite a 

03 ‘‘ year 
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year before her deceafe. He had been 
in the forvice of the Great Duke of Tuf** 
^ cany*, and hebg reoommeiided to her 
** Maje0y for a fteward, was font her from 
^ VieniUL * He proved to be a moft profli- 
** gate, unprincipled man. When he ar- 
** rived at Zell, he brought with him a 
“ very pretty young woman, whom he 
called his daughter, though flie was in 
^ reality his miftrefs. While he ilayed 
** here he contracted a number of debts, 
** and being unable to difeharge them, he 
went off with his miftrefs, to Brunfwic 
and.Berlin. He has not been heard of 
fince. The credulous and prejudiced 
people acQufe him of haying been gained 
by the Danifh Court; and they believe 
** that he adminiftered a flow poifbn to the 
Queen, before his departure; but, I am 
•* not at all Inclined to join in fuch a 
fufpicion/" 

01 

* The seme Prince who has since been Emperor^ by 
tbe naine of Leopold the Second. 
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If Masnters evidence and ’npiiatm irere 
not fuiEcient to do and 

abford an imputation, the circiiinftft>^kce$ 
the Queen of Denmarh^s difoider, m 
as a. knowledge of the genera) ftate of her 
health and oonftitution, wonld fuffice, in 
my judgment, to difprove the idea of 
pcufon. I have already remarked, that file 
was of a very full habit, and ‘at aQ time^ 
inclined to inflammatoiy complaints. She 
had been twice attacked with a fever, fimUor 
to that which carried her off, in the cburle 
of the year preceding her deceafe. The 
monlli of May 1775 began with." very 
warm weather; and the Queen who was 
accuftomed to ufe violent exercife, had pro* 
bably over-heated her blood by walking. 
When thefe particulars are impaittially 
confidered, they fufficiently explain the 
caufes of her death, without having re- 
courfc to poilbn or to infeftion. 

In her perfon ihe was more than agree* 
able, and might be pronounced handfome, 
bad Ihe not been too large. It is probable, 

G4 if 
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tif {he had lived many years, ihe would 
}iave become corpulent, though Ihe endear 
Toured by temperance and fevere exerciie, 
to repre& that tendency. Her complexion, 
like all the Princes of her Houfe, was very 
fidr, her nofe well formed, her eyes elot- 
quent and expreffive, her under-lip too 
'large; and in fpeaking, (he had a degree 
of quicknefi, which neverthelefs became 
her. She bad fine teeth, fmall and regular. 
Of her manners, as well as of her talents, 
accomplilhments and qualities of mind, I 
have already made mention. When her 
hiftory is better known, and more im- 
partiaUy appreciated, pofterity will do 
juftice to her memory. They will place 
her, if not among the number of great, 
yet certainly in the lift of amiable and 
unfortunate Princefles. They will con- 
fider her errors as the refult more of 
iituation, example, and court-fcdu6lion, 
than of charafiler or intention. That they 
were overbalanced and obliterated by her 
misfortunes, cannot be denied. Her early 

death 
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death renders her peculiarly an olgefi, at 
once of commiferation and regret. It 
took place at a very critical moment, and 
is not the lead iingular circumflance at* 
tending her deftiny. 1 (hall probably reneir 
my correfpondence from Berlin. 
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LETTER III. 

Srunfwic.—Reigning Duchefi of Brunficic 
Wolfenhuitle. — Berlin,—Dfcription of that 
CapitaL ’ 

Berlin, October iptb, 1777. 
TN my journey from Zell to this city, I 
p0.fled three or four days at Brunfwic, on 
all of which I dined or flipped at Court. ^Hie 
Hereditary Prince, to my great regret, w^as 
abfent; his military duty and rank in the 
Pruflian forces obliging him to be at Potz- 
dam, where the reviews and mancruvres 
are about tp commence, which are per¬ 
formed there every autumn. The Heredi¬ 
tary’ Princefs, to whom I had the honour 
of being known, during the life of the 
late Queen of .Demark, at Zell, received 
me very gracioufly: but I Ihould be un¬ 
grateful, if I did not mention in a difl- 
tinguiihed manner, the marks of attention 
which I received during my flay, from 
the reigning Duchefs of Brunfwic. She 

is 
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is a filler of the prefent King of Prulfia* 
and pofleiles no inconfiderable portion of 
the genius, as well as fiiperiority of mi}idt 
which in this age peculiarly characterize the 
Family of Brandenburg, is they did in th» 
laft, the Houfe of Orange. 

Time has by no means enfeebled her 
mental powers, 6r diminilhed the animation 
which prevades her difcourfe, though Ihe 
has already paffed her fixtieth year. She 
did me the honour to converfe with me 
repeatedly and unrefcrvedly, upon many 
topics. Hiftory, polite letters, poetry, 
philofophy, travels, were all familiar to 
her. I have fcarcely ever met with a wo¬ 
man in any walk of life, who poifefied an 
underftanding more enlarged and culti¬ 
vated. She remembers George tlie Firft, 
whom Ihe had feen in her early youth at 
Berlin; and Ihe recounted to me feme 
interefting anefcdotes relative to him, as 
well as to the old Eleftrels Sophia, her 
great grand-mother. More than once, in 
the courfe of our converfation, ihe lamented 

* the 
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tlie fetters that her rank impofed on her, and 
the inability which it infli£led of vifiting 
the various countries of Europe. ‘‘ How 
** much/' faid (he to me, ‘‘ do I envy 
you that gratification^ the renunciation 
^ of which is dearly purchafed by all that 
** birth, or fortune, or elevation can be- 
ftoTi^'!’* I was as much penetrated with 
ber condefoenfion and unreferve, as I m^s 
charmed by her capacity and IcJve of know¬ 
ledge. If file had been placed on a more 
cOttfpicious theatre, flic would, I am per- 
fuaded, have acquired great celebrity: but 
IheTs loft in a Geiman Court of the fccond 
order, fuch as Brunfwlc. Who would 
ever ha\e heard of Catherine the Second, 
had (ho remained at Stettin, or at Zerbft, 
in her original obfcurity? It is fortune 
alone which can call out cvtraordinary 
abilities, and place them in their proper 
^here. Neither Richlieu, nor Colbert, 
nor Alberoni, however eminent their ta¬ 
lents, would ha\c denied their obligations 
^to tiuit goddefs. 


1 have 
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I have faid nothing to you of the Reign^ 
ing Duke of Brunf\i ic, who is now about 
fixty-four, and in a ftate of great caducity. 
I was prefented to him ; but he no longer 
eats in public, f nee he has been vifitedt 
by a paralytic ftroke, fifteen months ago. 
It is neverthelels ealy to perceive, in fpite 
of his perfonal infirmities, that lie has 
formerly been handfome and welUmade. 
His articulation is become very indiftinS^ 
and his conftitutioii totally enfeebled. 1 
could not look at him, vvitliout refiefl:iiig 
on the different deftuiy of his two brothers. 
One, the unfortunate Anthony Ulridc, 
(father of the mor^ wretched Ivan the 
Third Emperor of RufTia^ ftill, I believe, 
exilis in exile at Kolmogory, near Arch¬ 
angel, among the perpetual fnows, in the 
vicinity of the Arctic Circle. The other^, 
Prince Ferdinand commanded, as you will 
recoiled;, with diftinguiflied reputation, the 
allied armies, during the laft war inGermany^ 
and is now altogether retired from public life. 

On quitting Brunfwic, which I could not 
do without regret, the Hereditaiy Princefi, 
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a mark of her prote6i;ion gave me letters 
of introduftion for die Hereditary Prince, 
herhuiband; as did the Princefs Dorothea, 
for Prince Frederic of Brunlwic, her brother. 
To the politenefs and attention of the latter 
Prince, I have great obligations, for rendering 
toy ftay in Berlin agreeable, as well as ufeful. 
He is, like all the Princes of his family, 
in the fervice of Pruffia; and during the 
greater part of the 3^ear, he refides in this 
capital. But, he has apartments likewife at 
the Rilace of Sans Souci," and is one of the 

9 

few whom the King diftinguilhes by marks 
of his peculiar regard and affeSion. It is 
from Prince Frederie of Brunfwic, that I 
iiave recrived the only minute detail of his 
imcle's private life, occupations, pleafures, 
and manner of appropnating his time; 
particulars, on the accuracy and exa£titude 
of which the moft perfefit reliance may be 
placed, and which are objeds of the moil 
tiatural, as well as liberal curiofity! 

I muft here premife, that I have not 
"Iseen prefented to his Pruffian Majefty; 
a misfortune, as well as a diftin&ionj 

for 
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for wHch 1 am indi^bted to the '“ Toiir 
‘Ground the Baltic."* The frecdoiti with 
which 1 ventured to aniniadveit in thni: 
work, on the partition of Poland,;and 
ticularly on the ^treatment of tiw city of 
Daiitzic by Frederic, have excited hia Mn- 
jefty's refentinent* It was fignided, through 
the medium of his minifter, to the Britifli 
Envoy Mr. Elliot, that my being prefented 
at Court would not be agreeable. 1 aiU at a 
lofs to determine, whether ! ou^t to ccjii'^ 
iider fuch an excluiion as fobje^ of piiifoy 
or of mortification; fince I certainly can* 
not either repent, or rfetra^ tl^ feotimenta 
. which have occafioned it. But, the friend- 
fhip of Prince Frederic lias procured mfe 
an occafion of feeing the King more at my 
eafe than 1 could have done at his levee^ by 
fending an officer who cmwiuQied me, a few 
mornings ago, to the Princefs Amelia’s. 
lace, in the ** Rue Guillaume," where his" 
Majefly breakfefled. * - 

, 1 had there the gratification ^ confidet- 
ing him for a. few minutes^ divefeed. nf the 
V 14 reftratnf 
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feftrmt impofed by the forms of a Court. 
The Khig of Prui&a, unlike^moft of the other 
Sovereigns of Europe, is neither to be feen, 
except on veiy particular occafions, by vifit- 
ing the capital of his dominions; nor is it at 
Berlin that his chara&er can be ftudied, or 
his a6dons invefiigated. So limited and re* 
ftnuned is the communication between 
this metropolis and Potzdam, that fcarcely 
any thing tranfpires here which is tranf- 
a^d there, till fevcral days afterwards. 
The King may be dangeroufly iiidifpofed, 
without its ' being generally known, or 
without tile nature of his illnels being well 
underftood. At Vienna, and at Drcfden, 
tiiey are often better acquainted witli the 
private tranfadions of Frederic, than in his 
own capital, only twenty miles from the 
place of his refidence. Such is the policy, 
and fuch are the precautions of that able 
and extraordinary Prince! 

Before, however, I enter on the examin¬ 
ation of his charaS:cr, and the leading 
events of his reign, I muft fay a few words 

relative 



CO0RT 0^ nWitL&r, trc* 

relative to Berlin. Tliey flhaU to' in 
tH:>mplian<:i€ with the getieml pt&di|iltf%idch 
1 have laid down for iny condod^ disitedto 

ing men, not- cities. Unlike Paiia» LeildMif 
or Madiid, this place recalls tb the tolkdd^ 
at every ftcp» the image, tSi^giStikis} d^tto 
aftioiis of the reigning SotCk^igtl. fe 
fpccies of mirror, in which Fttedcdc 
potually feen, either the* the 

Architeft, or the Mutter. Phter tto 6lWt 
is not more conilundy prefeht to the 
nation at Peleriburgh, than is^ttopreitot 
King of Pruflia at Berlin. He is befdeSy tHe 
Palladio of his own Capital. 1 ha*^ feen 
him riding llowly through the pritlapal 
flrret^, accompanied only by his' liepbdW 
Prince Frederic of Briinfwic, a General^ 
Officer, and three or fotir attendants; giving 
exa6l direftions relative to every ftrufture, 
%nd examining with bis glafs at his eye, the‘ 
progrefs of the works* undertaken fto to 
improvement or embcUiftiment. 

, Like Peterfburgb, this city is magni^ 
ficent, regular, and has fprung up in a great 
VOL. I. H meafuie 
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txieafilte fiftoe the beginning of the prefent 
ostxtVitf* It exiftod indeed previoufly; but 
only oi^ty years ago, it contained fcarcoly 
more thou twenty-five thoufand inliabitants. 

now oftimate the population at abo\e 
a huDidred and twenty thoufand- In the 
of Berlin, aftranger finds himfdf com¬ 
pletely furrounded by a groupc of palaces 
or, pilbliCy buildings of the moll linking 
kind. Several of ihcfe edifices owe their 
conftru£tioii to the prefent King; and on the 
front of the Opera Houfc, which he built 
at the beginning ^>f his reign, we read the 
lliort and claffic infeription affixed by hini- 
felf, Fredericu«« Rex^ Apolliiii, el Muffs.’* 
Hk univOrfal and creali\e genius has how- 
been conftautly intent on maintaining 
the fpirit of military eiiihuliafm, in ihe midft 
of tlu' arts of ]>eacc, and among all the dif- 
play of arebitedure, tafte, or magnifience. 
We never c^fe to rccollefl: that w^e are in a 
country', from the fovereign to the 

peafant, every man is born a foldier. But, 
it,is in llic Garnlou Church, that thole 

feelings 
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feelings are peculiarly av^akened, animated, 
and called into a6liou. 

I was prcfent at the fervice performed 
tliore, fome days ago. Nothing in ancient 
Rome, or Spar|a, could have been more 
ably and artfully calculated to mix the lovO 
of glory with the rites of rolipous worihip^ 
Nothing can be more calculated to raife the 
Pniflian foldier in his own eftimation, above 
thofe of other European States. No relics, 
faints, or fhrines are there to be found: 
the mulic, ornaments, and decorations are 
all military, and all appropriate. Trophies 
and enfigns, gained in battle, doat from the 
roof in e\ery part of the edifice. They 
remind the \eteran of his paft exploits, and 
carry him, in the midft of devotion, to the 
feene of his valour at Rolbach, at Lifia, or 
at Torgau. They foften the anguifti of his 
wounds, awaken the moit grateful recol* 
leflions in his bofom, and r^er him a 
participator in the fame of IflRovereign. 
The four heroes of the Pruffian monarchy 
who fell in battle, Schwerin, Keith, 
M H 2 Winter- 
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Winterfeldt, and Kleifl, are elevated on 
pedeflals, furmountod ^iih emblems 
of war and vi6lojy. He who can refift 
tlie combined efie6t of ib many abjefls>. 
i^Qin^ at once upon the fenfes, the affec¬ 
tions, and the underftanding, muft be en¬ 
dowed with more than common apalhy. 

however, Berlin ftrikes by its re¬ 
gularity and the magnificence of its public 
buildings, it imprefles not lefs forcibly witli 
a fbntiment of melancholy. It is neither 
enriched by commerce, enlivened by tlie 
general refideUce of the Sovereign, nor 
animated by induftry, bufinefs, and fref - 
tlom* An air of lilence and deje^lion 
reigns in the ftreets, whore at noon-day 
Icarccly any paffengers arc feen except 
foldiers. The population, hmicIi as it has 
augmented during the prefent reign, is 
lull very uneq,ual to the extent and magni¬ 
tude of th^ity. 01};eatation and vanity, 
more riiainBtiUty or neceffity, feem to 
ha^ impelled Frederic to enlarge and epi'- 
belliih his capital. The fplendid fronts of 
. the 



COURT m BtRLIN, ETC. iht 

the fineft boufes, frequently conceal poverty 
and wretchednefs. A colonnadef hardly 
inferior to that of the Louvre, protnEis ii^heil 
infpefted, to be only a cafeiii, ot a baitaoh^ 
We are firit difeppointed, and in the €nd 
difgufted with this deception. Peterfburgfa, 
though fituate in a much ihbre inclement 
latitude, has a thoufand natural and politi¬ 
cal advantages, w'hich are fought in vain 
at Berlin, The Neva itfelf, at the former 
city, flowing majeltically from the lake 
l-.afloga into the gulf of Finland, is at once 
a fublime and plealing obje6l, covered with 
fiiips, and exhibiting a feene perpetually 
varying as well as^ay. Here, the little 
river Spree creeps along, unnoticed and 
forgotten. Like London, Berlin is com» 
pofed entirely of brick; for there are, un¬ 
fortunately, no quarries of llone in its vici¬ 
nity. They malk indeed the exterior of 
the houfes with plafter or ftucco; but it 
foon fells off, and betrays the orj^nal mean- 
nefs of the materials. The King too ap^ 
pears to be more fond of conftrufting than 

H 3 of 
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of repairing, though he compels fuch of 
his fubje6is as build, to conform to the rules 
t)f architefture, and to adopt the elevation 
or plan of the adjoining houfes. 

Nothing can be more deftitute of beauty, 
variety, or fertility, than ‘the environs of 
Berlin. On every fide ftretches an expanfe 
of fund,'and as foon as a carriage pafies the 
gates, it is buried up to the axle-trees. 
Scarcely any trees, except firs, are to be 
feen; and even from hence to Potzdam, 
the intermediate country is in many parts 
almoft a 'wildernefe. The morafs which fur- 
rounds Peterftmrgh, is not fo dreary; and 
the favage rocks, deftitute of vegetation, 
amidft which Stockholm is built, are at leaft 
undulated, romantic, and pidurefque. Even 
Hanover, though cerlaiuly not })laccd in a 
favoured polltion, or in a fertile foil, yet is 
preferable in thefe refpe8s to the Pruffian 
capital. I fliall fay no more however rela¬ 
tive to it; ,;fior fliould I have gone into fo 
large a detail, if I did not confider it as in* 
timately comiefted with the charafler and 
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genius of the King. Other cities are con^i^ 
ilru6ied or embelhihed, atleaft in fome de* 
gree, by the people, in proporti<m to 
commerce, opulence, or grandeur of 
State. But, the mod beautiful 
Berlin, the Ffedericftadt,” is almod ex^ 
clufively the work of Frederic. The “ Me- 
“ moires de la Maifon de Brandebourg" 
arc fcarcely more his own produ&ion. lo- 
deed, by no means as much lb* if we may 
believe thole who wilh to detract irom his 
literary merit. I am however of a different 
opinion; nor can I fee any thing in lliat 
performance, to wliich, without the aid of 

Voltaire or D’Alembert, the talents of the 

• 

King are unequal. It is only when he con- 
defeends to afle6l their manner, that we feel 
inclined to dilputc his originality. 


H 4 
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of the Chara^er nnd Anions of 
f te de r f cihf 'Second, King of Fnrjia. 

Octolter 43, 1777. 

I f is 4|®v®ult to conteaiplato, aod ftill 
papjEss difficult to deliucatt a cbfira6lor 
fo jbat pf the prefent King 

of without feeling a degree of cn- 

tliuiiafpa partiality. Perhaps, if we 

f ifoppt in antiquity, no Prince of any 

'ag<i J?as ^^^hihted fuch a combination of 
talcntSi p^jaally adapted to the field and to 
the pahimpty to active a& ell as fpeevdatiAe 
life, put, like Caeiar, he is not ^exempt 
from infirmities, faults, and defetis of 
many kinds; in fome of 'which he bears 
too clolc a refcmblance to the Roman 
Diftator.,.A reign of fe^ en-and-thirly 
ytars, puffed in perpetual vicillitudes of 
•Mar and peac<s has given him fcopc for 

the 
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the dilplay of all his abilities. JEJis 
tary ftill and refonrces have deferiw^ 
placed hiin among the firft CommanA!^ 
the prefen t century: /w hile his bold[# deci- 
five, and vigorous policy has added €?xten-» 
five provinces td bis dominions; and h^ 
raifed him from a Sovereign of .the fecond 
order, almoft to an equality with the firft 
crowned heads in Europe. His iegiflative 
labors, and his beneficial exertions fiar en¬ 
riching, peopling, and fertilizing his coux&trj 
Jay claim to our approbation, and are wife,. 
as well as highly meritorious. Even his lei- 
fure has not been without utibty to the 
world, while it has been rendered emi¬ 
nently fubfervient to £is own perfonal feme. . 
His compofitions, hiftorlcal, pobtical, and 
poetic, will be read in future times, if not 
with admiration, at leaft with pleafure and 
improvement. When w^e refle6b on thefe 
circiimftances, can we wonder tJiat he has 
attracted the uimerfal attention of maiv* 

If 

kiiul, and that every other contemporaiy 
Prince finks into comparative obfeurity 
near him? 

But,’ 
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So6 

wliile I admit his claim to im¬ 
mortality, I am not difpofed to be his pane- 
gyrift^; and much as we admire, we are little 
tempted to love him. Ambition from the 
hour of his acceflion to the prefent mo¬ 
ment, has been his only real pafiion. Nei¬ 
ther the faith of treaties, nor the laws of 
nations, nor the principles of juilice and 
equity, have ever fiifiiciently rcftnhnod 
him from purfuing the aggnuidizenM*nt of 
the Pruffian monarchy. The coiiqueft 
of Silefia, under all the circumllances which 
accompanied it, can fcarccly be juftified: the 
partition of Poland however its injufticc may 
fcem tp be diminifticd by tlv' concurrence 
of Auftria and Ruffia, mus an a6t that re¬ 
volted every mind not inftnifible to the dif- 
tinftions of right and wrong. His own 
glory, more than the felicity of his people, 
has conltituted, at c^iTy jyeriod of his 
reign, the rule of his political conduct. 
Though not cruel, he is ne\erthek*fs in 
fome refpeits opprefllve: thougli he rankly 
permits capital puniftunents, lie exacts pe¬ 
cuniary 
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tjuniary contributions from his fubje6i;s, 
fcarccly Icfs fubveriive of their domeBic 
happiiiefs, than would rt‘fult from the uttnofl; 
fevcrily of [>enal laws. His vigilance, it is 
true, never fleeps or intermits; and he is 
felt on the dihant frontier of Courland, or 
of Cle\cs, at the two extremities of his do¬ 
minions, almoft as much as here at Berlin. 
Bui, fo was Philip Uic Second, the mojfl 
odious tyrant of modern times. It is for the 
preler\'ation of his own greatnels alone, that 
Frede*ric wakes. Even his pleafures* are 
gloomy, philofophic, and folitary. Love 
never invaded the privacy of “ Sans Souci,^’ 
nor foftened the auftere and cheerlels hours 
of Frederic’s private life. He is great, but 
not amiable‘; we render homage to his ta- 
k nis, Ills reputation, and his vi6^ories: but 
we delire to live under a more benign and 
iiiiombitious Prince. We are plealed to 
viilL Berlin, as an object of liberal curiofity ; 
but we preft‘r the refidence of London, 
of Vit'una, or of Naples. 


Frederio 
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Fcederic tlie Second is the oldeft reigning 
So\’6feign in Europe, and has nearly com¬ 
pleted his fiKty-fixth year. His confti- 
t at ioD, naturally found, if not vigorous, 
ftill nctabs its force; and his body is accuf- 
tomed to, as well as Hill capable of gri'at 
fatigue. The gout, and the infinnities al- 
inoft inieparably attendant on his period 
of life, have indeed (nifoeblod his legs; 
hut, When once on horfi'back, and featod in 
the iaddle, he is equal to prodigious etrorls, 
fuilained for a very confiderable length of 
time. He is of a middle fize, inclined to 
thb, ai^d he ftoops in w^alking or in riding, 
^is face, though npw become Mrinkled, 
more perbapp by fatigues and agitations, 
than from the progrf‘fh of age, or the 
efifi 56 te <rf difeafe, is one of the moft ani¬ 
mated and interefting e^er behdd. Theue 
is in it a fire and an injtelligence, ’which 
widely diftinguilhes him from common 
mexu Every line and every feature may be 
iludied, and huve their meaning. His eye 
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i$ uncommonly clear and brilliant, though 
he h fo lliort-lighted,,iis ufually to 
recourfe to a glafe, even when on hoffe- 
l>ack. He has a bold and finely-^rmedij 
but not an aquiline nofe. Of his hair,, 
dine has only Ipared fome few tliin and 
fcatlered locks, about the crown cjf hi*! 
head. In order to fiipply the' w^ant, ha 
wears felle curls and a long queue. 

Nothing can be fo fimple as his duels,, 
which never varies. It is indeed fearely 
exempt from the imputation of mean- 
nefs, and by no means always intitled to. 
the praife of cleanlinefs. His. coat is a, 
plain uniform of conunpn blue cloth, with¬ 
out ornament or embroidery of any kind. 
On his breaft appears tlie liar of tlie PruflfiaiL 
Order of the “ Black Eagle bu^ he very 
rarely wears the riband, or other infignia. 
He is always booted, as becomes a foldier. ;r 
and thofc who fee him conftantly, haves' 
fcarely ever beheld his legs. Bound hia 
middle is tied his fafh. Charles the Twelfth, 
of, Sweden might have worn Frederic's, 
fword, withoutt. departing feona the chara* 

. teriftic 
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teriilic fimplicity of his drefs. It is a mi¬ 
litary one, perfeftly unomamented, with 
a plain filver hilt, to which hangs a fword- 
knot. His hat is of a inonllrous fize, fur- 
iHOunled with a white Panache or plume. 
Either economy, or careleffiiefs, or both, 
induce him to wear his cloaths as long as 
decency will permit; indeed, fometimes, 
rather longer. He is accuftomed to order 
his breeches to be mended, and his coat to 
be pieced under the arms. It was an im- 
ufual mark of attention to tin* Great Duke 
of Ruflia, when lie was here laft year, that 
the King made tij> a ik‘w uniform fuit 
and hat, in honour of fo illuftrious a gueft. 
To complete the negligence of liis appear* 
ance, he takes a great dtal of fnulfi and 
lets no fmall portion of it flip through his 
thumb and fingers, upon his cloaths. It 
mull be owned that this cuftom gives him 
fometimes almolt a dilgufling air. Yet, 
acrols fo much negle6i and contempt of 
external forms, I think one may eafily, 
without any aid of imagination, perceive 
the hero, the philofopher, and the King. 

" Through 
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Through every part of the ro 3 ral houle* 
hold, there reigns a fimiliar fimplieityt 
which ftrongly contrails with the extedbr 
of Royalty in other Courts. Much of it 
doubtlefs originates in hb dilUke of(h^, 
and fomcthing xnuft be attributed to pecu¬ 
niary motives. In divefting himfelf of the 
pomp attendant on fovereign power, the 
King, befides the emancipation, avoids the 
expence connefted with it; and in this 
part of his rliaraf ler, as in many others, 
he refembles his father, much more than 
his grandfather. Frederic the Firft, the 
moft oftentatious, exp(*nfivc, and magnifr 
cent of Princes, deliglUed in the pageantry 
and ceremoiual of a Court. Frederic 
William, the late King, economical almo^ 
to parlimony, detefted fuch vain exIubJ* 
tions ; and was fupreinely happy to fmoke 
Sind drink among his officers, in an obfeuro 
guard-room, or a fummer houfe. Never 
was any contrail greater, nor di0imihrfty 
more complete, than between the two luil 
Kings of Pruffia* 


When 
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When his prefent Majefty is at Sans 
Soucij*' he is unattended by any regular 
guard# A tiorpoml and four ibldiers are 
&nt there from? Potzdam towards evening 
and they.wittodnaw at daybreak# Indeed^ 
thdGr prcihaee is' not meant for the pro^ 
teftion of'lfce Kicg^'s perfon; but merely 
to frcuee. Us peaches and apricots from de-» 
to whicli they might others^ife 
be IbhSe* He rcpofes in perfed fccunty* 
if not on* the.afie6tions^ at leaft on the obe- 
dience^ frtbmiifion, and adminitiou of his 
fiibje6ts. His table as well.as his drefs arc 
fdbjedsed tki certain iiiles, wliicli in fomc mea^ 
fare markhis charatVr, and which become 
interefting on that ac*count. No Prince is 
better ferved, tiiongli without any fplendour 
of magnificence. He is, ind(*ed by no means 
inihtifibllt to the phyfical plcafure of eatii^, 
confidered as diitin6t from the conviviality 
of tho tdhle; but, as he docs not like to eat 
a3<Mie» Of fioall number of perfons, ufually 
officers of rank, are every dfty invited to fais 
"‘dSkiaor. The Emperor Gal]iena& was nota 

more 
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Habre accurate 
cookcary, than is ^reiieric.' 
tnie, only eight diihea generally 
hut each is drefled by 
and each is exce^aat in iu.l^. 

French, two Italian, and 

ate accommodated, tp Jb» 

cular tafle. It muft Jbe 

much attention to ibe gnitifip4^|p^li|l^ 

petite, favours mote a|f 

rums, than of Zeno. 

affeOs to be, the Father (^||^j|Faiiico,W 
not his model. 

In his deffert the King .il expe^]j^^|g 
iplendid, fparing nejther endeaydji^^^^ 
money, in order to prortue the mpftd<^^ 
cate fruits in abundance. T^e produi^jig 
of the tn^ical, as well «s ^pettMt* 
^mates, are heaped .before him., 
plentifully, and drink* a* w^gli 

freely, of his fiivourite wines, ' 

Burgundy and Champagne. 
that he commonly fwallow*..iM^ 
af the former, and e^,the 

Yoi^* 1* 1 ** ]ipftnhi!i 





of tat 

Bbt IQ ^liqueun^ ha 
iv’ISihil^ and he iooches no fa|i|ier. 
fflSi iHthiirat dtfaer a nightcap^ oi 

tdaftafc his head. Whm he 
jibs iklbit^ ^erail6n is to 

!'iMigf0ti(fich;g»t before 

hahto over there. His hmr 
liS3 htbi^a^ lii^patcbed in a few minutes^ 
fift velet Or foottnoti who' prefents 
*' Hih l^re^eeft Amdia his filter, 
tifed fbftiiMily to make his Ihirts; but, as 
fod, faak -of Ilfo years become incapable, 

infinnily, of' continuing 
he' h obliged to receive them 
.fit^Hi^hMs. 

' 114 iij^irepriatkre ef his time, bis ocen* 

fohufehients, is regulated with 
dever varies ex- 
4^ iHieiihe is td^t from '“§ans Souci4|t 
ftttefihefo;^ m' iPWace FredeHc of 
I ’feiibj *'itfes hi fnitiAier at fonr 
j, dhd eVdt) in winter at 
'feA, of fefoa eftehthtids. He bredkfefts 

chothlate; 'i&ti t91 ten 

** o'clock 
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o^clock he is entirdjr oc6ti{dsd in iretii!* 
'* aSing afl^rs of Aate, which iMt^MUtobes 
* ill peribn, with rigofoasexa^tttde. ftim 
’* tiiat hour till near noon, he goea fitft to 
'* the parade, 4hen wstiks, or as is 
commonly his cilftom, mounts on horle- 
back, if his health permit. ' He retnras 
” to the Palace of Potzdam, or to ** Sens 
Souci," before twelve, and fits down to 
** dinner precifely at noon. AAhr thet^afi^ 
*' be uiually remains ibme time’ at tcd^, 
“ where he unbends himfidf in cmtvedatioit 
“ with thofe about him. His afteanoon ii 
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divided betwe^ books and mufic, in the 
latter of winch hij is a cotmmfiisir and af 
performer. fix, one of his fee rtlii riSa a 
enters, and reads to him fuch lettOS at 
are addrefled to him upon fijlv 

je^, or any Iffldligence nlaitive^ fihlik 
line of cone^ndehp^. 
replies immedutdy. 

fupper, bm tellies to Hi 

nine, tod goel diie^y to fl«d. 
his conftant mode of life * 

Is . ^ 
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empire of the mind over the body» 
perhaps, never more forcibly exem- 
fijified than in Frederic. Neither fatigue, 
ttor perfonal infirmity, nor indifpofition, 
unl^ of the fevereft kind, feem to have any 
power over him* He can force himfelf 
tp ahnoft any exertions, and of this faculty 
Ij© has given ^ a thoufand proofs. A fin- 
guiar inftance happened only three weeks 
fince. The annual reviews and manoeuvres, 
performed at Potzd^ in the autumn, had 
pofftponed more than once, on account 
Ins inabiUty to affift at them in perfon. 
1|[U ^complaints*were of a nature which 
Iji^ndmd.it difficult as well as dangerous for 
\^to^jear m puUic; his Majefty being 

that incapacitated him 
hor% 'After jeveral delays, 
re|^howevc^at length fixed for 
^ expeaatipn, 

^ ground ^hen die 

«?B» placed himfelf at 
te ^ cliarge 
He fupported the firft day's 

fatigue 
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fatigue tolerably well; but bn the fecond^ 
when he attempted to firmi hia 

horfe, Aich was his ilate of weakneis» aiid< 
fo exhaufted was he, that he immediatdy 
iainied.' Thise^eS: of his exertions did noi 
prevent him from ccrnimandixig on the third 
and laA day, nor from going lhrou^|i eyery^^ 
evolution wiA his foldiery. * ^ 

The annual reviews in tlie vicinity of 
Berlin, which ufually take place in the month 
of May, are open to lheinfpe6iion of fl rangers, 
from every European nation; but in thd^ 
of Potzdam, the utmoft fecrecy is preferved%'« 
A veil is drawn acrofs them; and nelth^r^ 
rank, nor intereft, nor favour, can procure I 
admiffion to be prefent at their perfomi^^^^, 
Any perfon who, incited by curiofilyi*^ 
Ihould venture under a borrowed name, or 


in difguife, to intrude m a f^&ator, would 
probably experience a fevere and humi¬ 
liating puniihment. Such exmnples have> 
occurred. The King referve^Hl/ himfelf 
and to his general officers eiclufively, tbo 
mancBuvres at Potzdam, as a. fchoot wjbere 
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ia the Earned ^ ttii(%i(!a ttmy 
be n»de> wliidh oth^ Princes «>d troQ|Ni 
lure (»ly petpritted feUb^Heotly u> leMra 
hj their experience or misfoitone in nw. 
Even if the PrufSan difapline were noe 
jreelfy ^qierior to that of Auftria, Pmiusei or 
Puffins yet the myfteiy^and the precautions 
that are ufed to conceal it ftom pu)^ view, 
cannCt fitil to produce a great e6e£t. Ob> 
fcuiity is one of the fineft fources of the 
fuhHine, and always impreHes with mingled 
n&lped and terror. Frederic has wifely 
jjnr^ed himfelf of eveiy circomdance wbi<^ 
Itlay augineut the confidence of his own 
ibidiers, and intimidate the enemy. 

It is iu the vaft detml of date which he 
.embraces, that we find matter of peculiar 
wtmder, as well aS admiration. No Soro- 
evtfr knew better the value of time, or 
'apportioned it more fyftemarically. His 
*a3»e and comprehenfive genius, inured to 
the labourof die clolht, carries its refeanhea 
through every department of ftate: while 
fih flexible tideots conpr^nd objefis the 

moft 
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itieemi poffible t» be % siisiii^* ^1 |k) 
meaneft of ius fubjei^ can' adMiafi M m- 
throne tbeir petition or <»>l 9 flBin^ 
paffing througH anjr officW^ .liaedwi T y 
tbqr are i^K of reoaidiig an n^Rner, w 
not of meeting with r^refi. K9ildMSie{i> 
inftances might be dted, to piove the {mni> 
tuali^ vritJr which he repljm tti lettpn of 
eveiy kind. Count Dhom, vhiw jgnftoor 
of Konigiberg ibate yean ago, 
a fmali film to his tayhn': bilit«ldd^)^ptl|^ 
frequently foliated, he jedintya 
difcharge. The toylor dpilnhipg h» 
own ability to enLice pw|iittlk|fadlh!'^|idl 
a letter to the King, ftatiilg hw ci^ llfd 
imploring his Majd^s gaqflius ioterihr 
ence in his bdbalf. By .ntom oi ff& he 
recdved ananfwer fiwa<&ederii^,«dfi|h^ 
him to.w4ton Count Dbona 
who would have been pievij(gi|li^ nuilh 
quaioted with his pleafuie, and vd^ wtnld 
ii^ibly dhcharge the. debt. The tayh^r 

l4 did 
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^ did as he wis commanded, and procured 
Count Bhona his money. That noble* 
' .man had met with a ievere reprimand, ac-* 
companied with a peremptory injiinOion not 
iodelay the payment of his arrear. I Ifavc 
feenjniany of Fredericks letters written with 
hia own hand: they are admirably penned, 
and ire<}ueiitly contain the moft delicately* 
tunsed compUments. Mr. Collins, an £n- 
' glifh merohant, eftabliflied at Koniglberg, 
%^ho fcndR him annually the firft llurgcon 
taken at Pilaw, ne\er fidls to receive an an- 
iWer to his lette^r that accompanies the pre¬ 
sent, couohed in terms of the higheft good 
bleeding. Such attentions from a Sovereign, 
are very flattering to individuals. Frederic, 
who is acquainted with the human heart and 
its fecret iprings^ knows the value of that 
coin^ and frequently ufes it in payment. 

.AH the icatj^d rays and iun6iions of 
royalty are concentered in his perfon; and 
he can fcarcely with propriety, be faid to 
have any great oflScer of ftate, or even any 
Jiril minifter. Nothing of importance is 

tranfa&cd, 
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tranfafted, except by his exprefs ordevs; of 
which Count Finckenitein lUid Heitaberg^ 
who oftenfibly occupy the firft employments 
in the adminillration, are merely the exe« ' 
cutors. There is, indeed, a nominal Lotd ’ 
Treafurer: but, a hu0Ur, who can hardly 
write, or read, fills that office in efifeft. In 
what manner the King finds leiffire for the 
various bufincfs to wliich he muft necci&rily 
attend, may naturally cxoito furprife: but 
the application, ord(»r, and method whidi 
charafterize him, partly explain theentgutfi; ^ 
The Prufiian finances arc related with 
the moft fevcre economy; and it Is indeed ^ 
neceffary that they .ffiould be thus maK* 
naged, in order to enable the Sovereign to, 
maintain a military force fo difpropor* 
tionate to the pecuniary refourccs of his* 
country. It is faid that Frederic aloite is 
precifely acquainted with the ^nual amonot' 
of his revenues, as well as with ilje 
and intricate nature of the taxes and twi*”' 
tributions. So complicated is the fyAem 
of the finances, that 1 am afiTuretl, it will be' 
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m tfdy undertakmg for his fucceilbr to 
'irfter any part of it, without danger of de- 
ftroying Jfitod overturning the whole &bric: 
fwh is the intimate connexion between its 
vtoous parts* The King himfelf is arrived 
a period of life, which in a great xneafure 
precludes the gratification of a6li\e or cx- 
penfive plcafurcs. He has, in faft, very 
’few; and even thofe few are indulged 
within moderate limits. Elizabeth was not 
more frugal of the public purfe. The main- 
^tettauce of his foldicry, the fecurity of 
his domimems, the introdu6iion of manii- 
fjaBxtteSf and the fertilization of the barrtn 
or4ep<^laied parts of his icrritonf*s; fu< h 
am the objects to which the fnperfliiiu of 
his revenues is generally daftined, 

Frederic may be confidered as the onl^ 
European Pilnce, who is at this ume pof* 
**ikfkd of a coniiderable treafure in ready 
Uroney; and Magdeburg is tlie fortrcls in 
^ which it as depofited. Its amount is ua- 
^ certain, and variouily reported; but that it 
is large^ and mmually accumula^g, there 
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be no doubt. Certainly, n^ of the 
Northern Potentates can cmteft wi^ him 
in pecuniary ilrength. Catherine tbel^ 
cond, who has not yet by any means raco* 
Tered her immenfe expenditure in the lat0 
war againft the Turks, is compelled to apply 
to Holland, for aififtance in raifing even 
a common loan. Sweden, as well as Pen?* 
mark are poor, and both crowns are in 
debt* Poland, fince the partition in 
IS little more than a n<Hninal fovereigxH^t 
1 nadequat e to i I s own defence. Even Marift 
Therefa pofleffes fcarcely any treaiui^, 
though her rcfourccs, dominions, and poll** 
tical power arc very extenfive. It is 
cult to calculate the prodigious fuperiorily, 
which filch a command of money muft 
lucellurily confer in llic firft moments of a 
rupture, particularly under the direftion of 
Prince like Frederic. To his 
rigid pariimony, he in fed may be fiid to 
owe the acquifition of Silefia, not lefs than 
to his own talents and decifion* The 
Emperor Cliarles the Sixth at his deceafe. 



MEMOIRS OP THE 

If 

>left his daughter 'without a florin in the 
public treafuiy. But, die late King of 
PruiTia, more provident, had accumulated 
the means of fecilitating in aftive hands, the 
aggrandizement of his fapiily, and the ex- 
tenlion of the monarchy. 

Mufic forms the only exception to Frc*. 
deric^s general fyftem of economy. He in¬ 
dulges bimfelf in the gratification of this 
elegant and favourite amufemcnt, at a \ory 
^confiderabie expence. His opera at Polzdam 
and at Berlin, cofts him annually near four 
^hundred ^tlioufand dollars, or about fc'vonly 
thott^d^ounds fterling. To ihe influence 
•of the paflion of love, he lias ne\pr, as iL 
*ijdjtild feem, at any period of his life, been 
long, if at all fubje6ied. Various rcafoiis are 
afiigned, and various anecdotes are related, 
in Order to explain fo fingular a defefl in 
ilk charaflcr or conflitution. I do not choofe 
to repeat all that I may have heard upon the 
fubjedl. There was however a Signora Bar- 
berini, an Italian performer in the opera at 
for whom he fliewed marks of parti¬ 
cular 
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cmlar attention and preference. She’wag 

afterwards married to the Prefident Cocceii* * 

I ^ 

and now li\es with her hu&and at Gros-* 
Glogau in Sileiia. Voltaire in his “ Pacelle>’*' 
has iketclied the ^ing in a fitualion noway 
tuvourable 1o his reputation as a man of 
morals, or of gallantry; but let it bq re-»- 
meml^red that Voltaire is a poet, mid an 
incenfed one, to whofc hillorical portraits, n% 
leaft of his contemporaries,littlc^creditis due* 
WhclluT the King's eoldnels be tlie relull of 
moral or of phyilcul caufes, in gallantry of 
mind he is certainly not at all deficient. On 
the contrary, it is well known that he is much 
more eafily induced to jgrant a requell made 
by a woman, tluui by a man; and lie fre-^ 
tjucnlly accords to female felicitation the; 
feme boon, which he had pofitively rcfiifed 
to a general or a courtier. It would be eafy, 
to cite inttances In proof of the aflertion. 

His clemency, like that of Ca*lur, has been^ 
fubje6l of great encomium; and whether we 
attribute his contempt of injuries, to a fort 
of philofopliic intliftcrence, to magnanimity 

oV 
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dr iiiilH}, or ^ refined policyi it ftill Excites 
our relpeft*. Perhaps, it reMts in many in* 
ftances, from a combination of all thefe fen* 
timents* He is too much elevated above 
common men by fituation/md by chara^ler, 
to feel the little emotions of vulgar refeftt- 
ment. The veiy fecility with which he could 
{mnifh, probably tends to deprive him of 
tiie inclination. By a fingular paradox, the 
gteateft freedom, or rather licentioufiiels of 
complaint and of animadverlion, is permit* 
ted under the moildefpotic Prince in Europe, 
even in bis capital, and in his v^ty refidence. 
lie perufes with perfeft good humour, the 
anonymous Palquinades which are often 
fixed upon the garden gates at “SansSouci;*' 
applauds or criticifes the compoiition, and 
ftfetjumitly orders them to remain untotich* 
ftd* Few reigns have been lefs iangirinary; 
and public executions are almoft unknown 
throughout the Prufllian dominions. His 
tr^tment of Trenck was undoubtedly very 
fevere; perhaps, inhuman. But Trenck was 
sm intraSable, defperate, and dangerous 

madman, 

i8 
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madman, 'whom no comitioanrniod^ nf 
aifhment could terrify or rdbmn;' 
and attempts of the moil atrocioUiS 
againfl bis own perfdn, he laJiefy 
with the feverity j)XT£i^fed in other oountri^;’ 
Such lenity may even be thoii|;ht juftly 
furable, fmee it tends to OfSedura^ crimes# 
by holding out a prolpe6l of impunity^ ^ A 
verbal reprimand, liamfhinefit ^froiil hli 
prefence, or alhort confinement in the CciUd 
of Spanclau, the Baflile of Pruflia; thefe at%i 
the ufual marks of liis indigtaltkm, xrhk^ 
feldom proceeds to extretnitfes ih# 

moft profligate oflendcrs. * 

It is neverthelefe only jufiice to mnke » 
difi:in6tion, due equally to Frederic and to? 
truth. VVhile he overlooks* or fufieJSS paft 
nnrioticed, the moft virulent and 
stacks oh Ms owrt condutl or Chamber* he 
rigonmfly clioftifes crina^s againil the 
Ifis folyeSs, though they venture 16 Ibild 
him perToh^iHy wdlh mvefiives, darfe' ttot 
ttanfgrefi the laws. Perhaps, the defii^ of 
being lidded do^ to pofterify, aShdtOhly 
^ grtot^, butthe Ihoft mild and plaeabM 

of 
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of Princes, has conduced more than either 
lienignity or**policy, to produce the oblivion 
of injuries which we fo much admire in him. 
It is inconteftable that he has allowed men, 
who were convifted of intending to poifon, 
or to deliver him up to the enemy, to elude 
inquiry; qr at moll to expiate their crime 
by eatile and imprifonment. All Europe has 
read and heard of thefe inflances, which are 
too well known to render itnecelFary forme 
to commemorate them. 

Few Princes ever poireffed m a more 
confumpfiate degree, the art of winning 
mankind, and of making them fubfervient 
to his purpofes. Hi§. converfation, when¬ 
ever he wilhes to pleafe, is full of foftneft; 
and even the lone of hi^ voice infpiics the 
bearer with partial fenlimcnu. Verfatile, 
where his interefts dictate condefccniion and 
nSkbility, he cOii at pleafure afliimc the nioft 
gracious manners: and he has fucceeded in 
animating all thofe whom he employs, with 
nn euthuliafm to be found nowhere elfe. 
llis officers, as wxll as his foldiers, concene 
fhemfclves fupenor to^ all other troops. 

He 
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He is certainly better ferved, and more 
implicitly obeyed by his fubjefts, than any 
Sovereign in Europe; though the appoint¬ 
ments of officers, particularly in fiibaltem 
military employments under the rank ©f 
captain^ are extremely narrow. Frederic 
knows how to pay, with equal eafe and 
dignit)% the moft flattering compliments, 
where diftinguiffied merit or great a6Hons 
fi;em to claim it from him, 

AVlien the prefeiit Emperor Jofeph the 
Second vilited him at Neils in Silelia, jqll 
eiglit years ago, his Imperial Majefly was 
accompanied by leveral Auftriaii officers of 
diftin6iion. Among others was General 
Laudolm, fo juftly celebrated for the advan¬ 
tages which he gained o^ er tlie Pruffians in 
the late war, on \arious occalions. The 
King affected alwaj^s to call him Monfieiir 
It Marcchalf though he well knew that 
Laudolm had not attained tliat rank i and 
omitted no opportunity of expreffing the 
higheft admiration for his talentg, even at 
his owil expence. When dinner was ferved, 
Laudohn, with his ufual modefly, would 
voj*. ir K have. 
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have placed himfelf on the other fide of the 
table, at a refpe 6 lful diftance: but, Frederic 
ordered liini to take a place near liimfelf. 

Placez vous d coft d(* moi, Monfieur le 
“ Marechal,^’ faid he, “je n’ainie pas a 

vous voir viz-d-viz dc iiioi.” It is im- 
poflible not to perceive, and not to admire, 
the ilelicacy of this coinjilimeiit. The 
converfation havinj^ turned on the princi¬ 
pal events of the late war, he ftiizi'd tlie 
occafion of doing juftict? to Laudohn’s 
merit; particularly in the balll(» ofCuncH- 
dorf, or as it is more conunonlv" called here 
of Franefort on tlic Oder; where he Avas 
totally deteated by Sokikoft’ and Laudolm, 
in Auguft 1759. Vous avez bien gale 
“ ina foupc a Franefort,*’ faid the King tf) 
him. “ Jv? Aous ai toujours troine an 
“ bout de ma Lorgnettes” added lie at 
another lime. Such recognitions of fupe. 
rior abiliWJ^, mingled with cnconhuin, do 
Tearctiy lefs honour to the magnanimity of 
tile King, than to the talents and ferviccs 
ot* tile General. 

As a man of letters and an author, Fre- 
,deric is before the tribunal of the public, 

■who 
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who have thought his preteiifions to literary 
fame by no means without foundation; though 
in his capacity of an hiftorian, he is not 
exempt from numerous prejudices and pre- 
dile6i:ions. Thbfe to whom the interefls of 


revealed religion are dear, will however n(‘i- 
iher overlook, nor ought they to pardon, the 
evident tendency of his writings; that of 
avowedly overturning and ridiculing Chrifti- 
anity. Even his wit is too frequently levelled 
at the lame obje6t.. It is difficult to com pole 
1 lie hiftory of our own times, and ftill more 
fo the hiltory of our own family, without 
great })arliahtl(*s and imperfei^iions; a remark 
fully cxemplilied in *the “ Memoires de la 
Maifon de Brandebourg,” He lias fpoken 
too conlemptuoully of his grandfather Fre¬ 
deric the Fil’d:; to whofe vanitv or ambition, 
it matters not which. Is folcly duo the crown 


now worn by his fuccellbi’s. However little 
or puerile, when ftri^tly appreci^d, might 
be the motives which impelled Frederic to 


afpire to the Royal, inftead of contenting 
himfclf with the Ele6toral dignity, his 
defeendants owe him great obligations. 

K s Prince 
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Prince Eugene, who was no lefs a ftatefman» 
than he was a General, when he was informed 
of the Emperor Leopold's having raifed the 
Ele6tor of Brandenburgh to the rank of a 
crowned head; exclaimed with reafon, that 
** the Miniftcrs who had given their Sove- 
‘‘ reign fuch pernicious counfel, merited 

death/' He forefavr, near eighty years ago^ 
the probable aggrandizement of the new 
monarchy to which Leopold had iinpru. 
dently gi\nen birth, and time has confirmed 
bis predi6tion. 

The King is ItlU continually occupied at 
this time, in literary purfults and avoca* 
dons. Like Julius, he means to write his 
own “ Commentaries and to tranfmit him- 
felf the hiftory of his eventful reign to pofte- 
rity. Prince Frederic of Brunfwic affures 
me, that he has himfelf frequently feen 
the contin^tion of the ‘‘ Memoirs of the 
Houfe o^Brandenburgli," in tlie hand^ 
writing of its author. It commences with 
his own acceflion to the crow n; and he 
profecutes it not only every year, but al- 
moft every day. The Prince adds, that he 
i8 has 
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has ncverthelefs his doubts, whether it will 
be made public, even after the King's deceafe- 
Blit, may we not fafely trull to the vanity 
of the wTiter, for its being given to the world? 
He will probably take efteftual precautions 
to lecure the feme, which he has fo dearly 
earned in the clofet, as w'ell as in the field. 

The retirement in which he lives, and the 
comparati\ ely fmall portion of time that 
he pallles here at Berlin, render the particu- 
lars of liis condudl and private life much 
more concealed, than thofe of other European 
Princes. Sovereigns, if not perlonally reli- 
dent in their capitals, are however always 
acceflible in a great degree, to curiofity and 
enquiry. They are uliially furrounded with 
foreign Minifiers, courtiers, women, and 
Itrangers, who tranfmit intelligence of their 
health, their a6lions, and their occupations, 
by every poll. But Potzdam and “ Suns 
Souci” offer no fiicilities of tte kind. It 
is not permitted to the Envoy of any fo¬ 
reign State, to prefent hiinfelf before the 
King, unlefs u|)on (pedal bufinefs, and 

K 3 efter 
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after having obtained a formal permiffion 
for the purpofe. Neither the Princes, nor 
Princefles of the blood, prefume to intrude 
on his privacy, except by exprefs invita¬ 
tion. No military officer, on the other 
hand, dares to bo abfent from Potzdam with¬ 
out his Majcfty's leave; and Ihould any 
one venture to fticw liimfelf there, who 
did not compofe part of the regular garri- 
fon, he would inflantly be put under arreft, 
and fevcrely .piiniftied. The Princr', of 
Pruffia, prefumplive heir of the crown, is 
not lefs fubjocted to th(‘fe rules, than the 
loweft fubjefl. Frederic paffes only a few 
weeks of every year at Berlin, during the 
caimival in January and Februaiv. He 
leaves his capital to the Queen, Court, 
and foreign Minilters; but he will fuffer 
no privilege<l fpies about his own perfon, 
to fend weekly Informatipn of his rninuteft 
actions to their refpeflive cabinets. This 
obfeurity, while it lliarpcns curiofity, awakens 
apprelienfion, and naturally operates to ren¬ 
der him more formidable to thofe who are 
at a diflance. 


His 
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His military talentii and repuafion roll 
on too firm a l)ofis, to be eafily fliaken or 
conteitcd. The dc fiiats of Colin, of Hoh- 
kirclien, and of Cunorfdorf, though princif- 
pally to be allTibuted to the King hiiiifelf, 

vet are lofl or oldileratod in the Ions train 

•/ « ' 

of his viRories ; from tliat of Mollwilz, at 
the opeming of his reign, to the one with 
M’hirli the iaft war coiieluded, at Froyberg, 
in 17():>. Ill molt of tiieie actions Ik*, was 
prefiait ; in many he expolrd his ped'on 
with as nuuh intrepidity, us Henry tli<* 
Fourth manifelted at Contras, or at Ivry. 
It was undoubtedly requifitc that Frederic 
fliould do lb, in order to encourage his 
\ roo]>s, w ho, led on by luin, never calcu¬ 
lated any difparity of iiiiinber.s. In every 
action with liie Aullriaiis or the Ruliians, lie 

was always inferior in force. At laflii he 
« 

was pro])orlionably alnioll as niueli fi), us 
Alexander was to Darius at Ifl’us, or at 
Arbela. He may indeed, perhaps, l>e 
juflly ecnfured for having on a varietj^ of 
occafioiis trulicd too much to fortune. A 
ziuilket-ball might in an inllaut hvivc dc- 

K 4 cidi.d 
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cided the fete, not merely- of a battle, but 

in all probability of the femily of Bran* 

denburgh, and of the Pruffian monarchy. 

His brother William Auguftus, on whom the 

fucceffion would have deyolved; tliough 

a very amiable and accomplldied Prince, did 

not poflefs energy and talents adequate to]fo 

vaft a national emergency as the “ war of 

■feven years/^ His fon, the prefent heir 

apparent, then a minor and unexperienced, 

muft J^bave delegated every thing to his 

uncle Prince Henry. Had Frederic fallen 

at Colin, at Lignitz, or at Torgau, the con- 

fequences would have been incalculable. I 

am aware however, th^it the fame obferva- 

tion will apply to every commander; but, 

not with equal force. More than twenty 

toufket-balls pafled through his hat or his 

cloaths, in the courfe of the war : and he 

> 

received one on his bread: at Torgau. 
Three horfes were ftiot under him in dif¬ 
ferent a6:ion8. He feemed to forget that 
he was mortal and vulnerable. 

It is well known that the French grena¬ 
diers, who admired the heroic intrepidity 

of 
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of thfe prefent hercsditary Piiic^of Bruiif- 
wic, though it exerted againft them^ 
felves; ufed to cty out before they fired, 
whenever they fdw him, Monfeigneuri 
evitez le fue!” ^ut, the Croats and Coflacksi 
witli whom Frederic was frequently engaged, 
were enemies much more ferocious. They 
■would not only ha^’e fele6led him as a 
mark, and w^ould have deliberately taken 
aim at him: his remains would have been 
treated by them with no more refpe^l or 
ceremonjthan the body of Richard th^ 
Third obtained fiom the Lancaftrlans, after 
the battle of Bofworth. Even the Aullrlans 
and Saxons were anipiated by pei'fonal anti^ 
pathy towards him; particularly.the latter 
troops vv hofe Sovereign and country, it muft 
be owned, had cruelly fuflered under the 
Pruffian rapacity or depredations. 

It mocks all calculation, when we refleCt 
that in the courfe of feven fuch campaigns^ 
as intervened between 175C and 1762, he 
never received a wound of any conlequence ; 
nor was ever incapacitated by illnefs from 
commanding in perlbn. Alexander and 

Charles 
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‘,Charles the Twelfth were infinitely left 

favoured by fortune in: both thele refpeCb. 

Yet Frederic s courage was equally ardent 

and fublime- with' that of the Macedonian, 

or the Swedifiri Prince ; while in cool,' deli- 

/ 

bcrate,philofophic valor, he probubly exceed¬ 
ed either. He wtII knew that liis individual 
fall and that of the ftate were nearly fyno- 
ninious; but litiialed as he was, like a ftag 
at Ixiy, he llkewile fi.'ll that only the molt 
<kfpe rale eftbrts could exLricat<^ him from 
a fituation M^hich has nol perlmps its parallel 
in the annals of tlie world. a laft n /brt, 
lie always carried about him the fame re¬ 
medy, to wlilcli Hannibal had reroiirfe in 
the Court of Bithynia. He wojild no more 
have been carried prifoner to Vienna, than 
W’Oiild the Carlhagiiiiaa General have been 
led in chains to Koine. 

Moclern hiftory prefents no objo6t fo tnily 
interefting as Frederic during the late war, 
oppofed to two EniprelTos, and three. 
Kings, making heatl at the fame time., 
againft Auftria, Ruflia, Sweden, France, 
and Saxony, added to the German Empire. 
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The immenfe difproportion of force 
tween the parties; the length of time ^diich 
the conteft lafted; the wonderful aftivity, 
energy, and refources difplayed by Frederic; 
his very defeats^ and difafiers ; finally, his 
triumphant termination of a Mar which 
threatened the total deftru6lion of the family 
of Brandenburgh; all tlicfe circum (lances 
tend tp aftonilh and to fafeinate the mind. 
Jt Is probable that pofterlty M ill contemplate 
them M'ith encreafed atlniiration, through 
the medium of lime. 

Great, however, as are hivS military ta^ 
ients, and juftly-mcviled as the enconiiuins 
on them may be ; we Ihould refol]e6l that as 
a commander, he ftood upon higher ground 
than other men. Amenable in cafe of failure 
to no tribunal, he could aR without control, 
and could rifk his crown at pleafure, on 
the event of a battle. He did fo in fti6t 
more tlian once. But, no General Officer 
M’'Ould have dared to take upon him fo awful 
a refpohfibility, or .to commit to hazard fo 
vaft a ftake. The fuperiorily which his 
prefence, activity, and decifion of chajafier 

gave 
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gave him, over commanders a6ling by icon* 
fined or delegated powers, was incalculable. 
Nor ought we to forget the dlfcordant prin¬ 
ciples of the great league which he oppoied 
during the late war. Eli^beth^ Emprefs 
of Ruffia, his inveterate enemy, w^as coun- 
tera6ied at every ftep, by her nephew, 
the unfortunate Peter, heir to the Empire, 
wliofe lingular attachment to Frederic equal¬ 
led Or exceeded his aunts antipathy. Daun 
and SoltikolF, the Ruffian and Auftrian 
Generals, never afted in real ’ union to a 
cointnon point, or the Pruffian monarchy 
muR have fallen under the preffiire. “ The 
war of feven years” e;;cniplifies in the moft 
ftriking manlier, how' difficult it is for any 
combination of States to overturn a fmgle 
Power, conducted w ith ability, defended with 
fpirit, and roufed to great exertiems. 

His enemies aflert belides, not without 
feme color of reafon, that the King was 
guilty of many faults in the courfe of tbofo 
campaigns, which detra6l not a little from 
bis reputation as a General, and even as a 
man. His temerity, his inflexibility, or 

his 



COURT ay yRRLZK, KTC, . 141 

hisf imprudence, produced the greateil d^ 
feats which heexperienced. TowardsMarihal 
Schwerin, who fell at Prague, he is accufed 
of having behaved with injuftice, if not with 
ingratitude. His treatment of Finck, it| 
diiiniiling Inm after the furrender of his 
army at Maxen, was very fevere, if not cruel, 
lie more than once caftiiered and imprifoned 
officers of diftinguillied merit, who had be¬ 
come grey in his fervice, upon capricious^ 
falfr, and imaginary grounds. It is pre» 
tended with Ibme truth, that he cant^ot l>ear 
a rival, even though that rival ihould be a 
brother: a fubje^t on which I may huvo 
occalion to lay more,nvhen I fpeak of Princo 
Henry of Pruffia. All thefe accufations, how* 
aver well tbunded they may be, only tencl 
to prove, that with fome of the greateft quali¬ 
ties, be is not exempt from many of th^ errors 
and deft*6ls ever attached to human oatoi:e. 
It is a very difputable point, whether 
Frederic is naturally generous or penurioo*^'. 
Perhaps, from charaQ:er he inclines to 
frugality; but from policy at leaft, he 
knows how to give with munificence cij 

proper 
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proper occafions* If we appreciate tho 
generofity of Princes; if we refleft froin 
what fource its means are principally derived; 
and if wc conlider the obje61;s on which it is 
frequently laviihed; we fhrfil incline to ap¬ 
prove, rather than to cenfure, the King^s par- 
fimony of the public treafure. He has be- 
fides, peculiar jullifications of the moft cogent 
kind. His barren provinces, for fuch the 
greater portion of them may with truth be 
denominated, cannot maintain an immenic 
army, and an expcnfive Court. He wifely 
facrifices therefore fplendour, parade, and 
oflentation,.lo real greatnefs. Manufactures, 
arts, agriculture, population, are the objeCts 
on which he expends his revenues. He is 
not only free from debt, and* pofTefifed of 
vaft funds ready for emergency ; but his do- 
jninions have in a great meafure recovered 
from the ravages and calamities of the late 
wav. A wife adminiftration, in the Ihort 
fpacc of only fifteen years, has rendered him 
capable of bringing into the field a more nu¬ 
merous, and a better appointed army, than 
he had at the commencement of hoftilities 


m 
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in 1756. Such are the efte6i:s of rigid and 
fyllematical economy! ^ ^ 

. If however, it were neceflary to cite eit- 
amples of his generofity towards individuals^ 
many well-attefted inftances are.. to be pro-? 
diiced. The wife of his friend Guichart, 
I whom he named in ridicule Quintus 
Icilius, and who is bcller known by that 
denomination,) experienced from hini great 
liberality. Guicliart enjoyed during many 
years, a diftinguiflicd place in Frederics 
iiitiinacv, was conftantlv admitted to hi^ 
table, and ufually remained the lafl: of any 
perfon in his chamber, after lie was in bed. 
They had frequent quarrc'b, followed by 
as frequent r(‘conciliations. After Cni- 
chart’s death, the King purchafed his library, 
for wliich he paid near hft(‘eu hundred 
pounds (ierling to liis widow. Me added 
beiides, a prefenL to her of fix (lioufand 
dollars, and a penlion of four tliouland 
more. General Lelcliwltz, an ofticer of 
high merit, who had rendered *many 
ferviccs in the courfc of the late wnr, re^ 
ceived from hiiu no remuneration during 

feveral 
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yew: but when hp leafl; 
pe£led it, he was agree?^bly furpriaed. by 
a donation of lands froni his mafter, 
worth mote than twenty thoufund pounds 
fterling. It was accompanied by a letter 
^at enhanced its value, couched in the 
moft gracious and afiib6lionate terms. 
cersp whole conduct and drcumilances 
render them proper objefts of his atten* 
tion, frequently receive pecuniary proofe 
of his bounty. It muft however, on the 
Other hand, be admitted, that he is capable 
’of imbibmj? very infurmountable pre¬ 
judices. Like hi^ father, he is irafcible, 
capricious, inflexible# violent in his aver- 
fions; and confequently he is on manj 
occafions oppreflive, unteeling, and unjuft: 
infirmities of chara6ler which augment, as 
is too natural, with hig years and bodily 
complaints. 

In n.0 refped, perhaps, is his admlni- 
ilration more unwife, as well as more odious, 
than in his commercial regulations. He 
injures trade, and impoverithes e%'ery dais 
^ bis ftttyeSs by the impofttioxt of 

exorbi- 
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exorbitant duties. Even the mode of 
their colledion is unpopular and impoli* 
tic, as he employs French cuftom*houfh 
officers, who are na}:urally obje6ts of 
general deteftation. This fyftem, equally 
erroneous and pernicious, to which ne* 
verthelefs Fifederic pertinaoioufly adheres; 
forms a problem hard to folve, in the 
condu6t of a Prince fo enlightened, and 
fo capable of juftly appreciating his true 
interefts. The fa6t is certain, that com¬ 
merce^ declines not only at Konigiberg,. 
Stettin, and Memel; but univerially 
throughout hU dominions. The King has, 
it is true, principldls relative to trade, 
which if they were only carried into 
practice, are excellent. He profefles to 
coniider all monopolies as def{ru6tive and 
injurious; yet, by an unaccountable incon- 
fiilency, no country abounds in them lb 
much as Pruffia. The immoderate duties, 
laid upon almoil every article of import or 
export, ruin the merchant. 

The partition of Poland, five years ago, 
by which fo fertile, populous, and extenfini^ 
vox. I. L a trad 
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traS; of cpuntiy wds added tb the PrufiUm 
Crowoj it was naturally fuppofed^ \rauld 
enrich , the city of Konigiberg- , That 
capital, from jt3,; politioii, vicinity, and 
Ideal ttjdvjBtiitages, feehied to be fo placed, 
as nece0ariLy to attra^ the trade of the 
newly acquired provinces. I am aiTured 
nevertheleis, by perfons whofe teftimony 
is unexceptionable, that fo* far from 
having derived any b«aefit by the feizure 
of Polifli PruHia; on the contrary, their 
, commercial advantages are diminiihed lince 
that even^ The caufes are hmple and 
obvious ;: the part of Poland which pre- 
yioully itimiilied KoAiglberg with the moll 
valuable articles of exportation, is in con« 
<fequence of the late difmemberment, 
.become fubjefl to the empire of Ruflia. 
XH coutfe, its productions are carried down 
vtbe Duna to Riga, iuRead of being tranf- 
,p6tt£ki as he’retofore, by . the rivers Ruile 
and , Pcegd,. to Komglberg. I am far 
from alTerting that the Royal revenues 
have received no increafe by the acqui- 
;fitian. .of,Polilh Pruflia; on the contrarj', 
-K,... ' they 
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they ^ire imich enlarged. BUt» the Sove¬ 
reign may be rich, :while the . majority of 
the people are -poor, opprefled, and uretchr 
ed: a political truth which is exeiitplified 
in many parts of the Pruflian dominions, r 
On a review of the King's chara6ler, 
we cannot miftake the mafter-fpring of all 
his aftions. Every paffion and every pur-p 
fuit are evidently fubordinate to the ag- 
gmndieement of his houfe ; to the fecurity 
and augmentation of his political power. 
Raflla, Saxony, Sweden, England, and 
France, have been by turns his allies or 
his enemies, as circomftancea have varied. 
The Cabinet of Vienfia alone he confiders 
as fyfieinatically inimical. Never was a 
Prince more calculated to elevate the family 
of Brandenburgh, at the expence of that of 
Auftria. Silefia, the firft conqueft of his 
arms, has been retained againft the utmoil 
exertions of Maria Therefa, by eleven 
campaigns, by torrents of human ; bloody 
and by the gmateft efforts; of military fkill. 
He has fmce acquired,, without drawing the 

L a fword, 



f990^9 another provifijce ftill more ferdle, 
tad h 3 rdl 5 r le6 extet^ve^ i^oKdi Pruff^ it 
compieheiids the coutrfe of the tiv^ Viftula> 
from the gates of Thom to thole of Danteic? 
and renders him mafter of the knoll valuable 
exports of Poland. He has, in a word, fince 
his acOeffioh, materia% altered die balance 
of power in £ur(q>e; and has neady doubled 
in extent, as weE as in revenues, the terri¬ 
tories which devolved to him at the death 
of his father, about thirty-feven years ago. 

Upon ho European Sovereign are the 
regards at' mankind dire6ted with fo much 
appreheniion and foUcitude, as on Frederic. 
From his retreat at ^ Sans Souci^ though 
infirm and declined in years, he Hill awes 
the Cabinets of the North, who know by 
experience hts promptitude and refources. 
At this momtat he has fomeuhat above 
two hundred tbou&nd effeftive ibldiers 
unckr aims, immenle magazines^ experi¬ 
enced commanders, wdl-^gulated revenues, 
^aikd aa am]^ trealhee. i£ to lb many 
pomts of fiiperiorityr "we ^d his perfona) 
, . , . ... vepu** 
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reputation, abd the difcipline of fais troops, 
we ihall not wonder that he is fohnidable 
to his neighbours. To his lubjefi^ he is 
rather an obje6t of admiration, not wholly 
unmixed with,terror, than of aflfeftiom 
They derive, a national vanity from the 
frime, the conquefts, and the talents of fo 
great a Prince; but they pay dearly for 
his celebrity and atchievements. It is 
at the price of their tranquillity that he 
has gained his laurels; it is by the fame 
facrifice that he muft maintain them. 

The au^entation of the Pruffian mo¬ 
narchy brings with it no relaxation of taxes, 

no alleviation of burdens. On the con- 

• 

trary, new levies and greater armies are 
requiiite, in order to fupport his acquifi- 
tions. He is compelled to firetch the 
nerves of the ftate, and to exert efforts 
above its natural ftrength. The vicinity and 
jealouiy of Auffria, added to the prodigious 
extent of territory poffeffed by Maria 
Therefa, render his tenure of Silefia in 
no fmall degree infecure. While Frederic 

n 3 himfelf 
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bimfelf furvives, to regulate the machine 
which with fo much labour and ability ha 
has conftru£^ed, all things may continue 
profperous. But, it is difficult to calculate 
how ffir his death will convulfe or disjoint 
a complicated fyftem, demanding fuch a 
variety of talents. There are not wanting 
perfons here, as well as all over Germany^ 
who oonfider tlie^ termination of bis life, 
as the sera from which will be dated the; 
decline and fell of the Pmffian monarchy. 
Time alone can fliew whether ihefe prcr. 
diftions are founded in truth* 

The portrait of Frederic which I have 
endeavoured to trace, is, I am confeious, 
very defective and imperfect. There are 
many features of his mind and charafter, on 
which I have not touched, or over which 
1 have palled lightly. In order to do 
complete juftice to the merits and demerits 
of fuch a Prince, we muft ftand at a greater 
diftjuice from him. It does not belong to 
the prefent age to decide finally, whether he 
i*, or is not entitled to the epithet of G.V€aU 

H _ 

Louis. 
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L.ouis rile Fourteenth has been already def- 

poiled of that title^ conferred^on him by the 
adulation of his contemporaries, Peter the 
FiHl i^ms to have retained it by Univer^ 
conient. Pofterity will pafs fentence on 
Frederic, and will judge of him impartially. 
Perhaps I have not been able to do fo al¬ 
together my felf. If I were called upon how¬ 
ever^ to declare whether the piAure which 
I have here drawn, is op the whole, a flatter¬ 
ing, or an unfavourable likenefs, I fliould 
not hefitate to fay that it leans towards the 
former. Or at lead, that 1 could without 
violating truth, have fbmewhat darkened 
the fhades, and diminifhed the lights! but 
it is an ungrateful talk to feek flir and to 
difclole the vices, while we dwell with fatJs- 
f^ion on the great endowments of the 
fovereign and the man. 
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« 

fUmm iif ike principdl campaigns of Frederic 
fheSecond. — Mollwitzj-^Anecdote of Marjhol 
Nevperg, — Lotaofiz,—Baitle of Prague ,— 
Anecdotes rtfpe&ing it,—Character of Mar* 
Jlial Datm.—Particulars of the battle of 
Colin, — Bofiach, — Lifa,—Siege of Olmutz ,— 
Zomdorf—Battle of Hohhirchen.—Death qf 
Marjkal Keith,—Particulars of the Battle of 
* Cunerfdorf,’**'*Surrender of Finck^ at Maxen, 
•***LandJkui, — Lignitz.•^Battle of Torgau,~ 
Defperate ^fituMtion. of the King in 1761.— 
Dedth of KUxabethy Emprefs qf 
Frejfherg, — Peace qf Ilubertjburg. — Refiec* 
tioas on the King's conduct during the war ,— 
Ilis treatment of the Saxons,—Confiitution of 
the* Prujjian arm^,—Foreign Troops, — De* 
fertlon. — Jews,—Invalids, 

Bermk, Oc<oifr, apth, 1777. 

FTER having contemplated the King 
jfx himfelf in fo many points of view, it 
may ftilt be an inftru 61 ive occupation, to 
furvey the brilliant portions of his reign. 
The campaigns in whif^h the Pruiliaii mo¬ 
narchy 
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liarchy has been hazai’ded, pr wUch 
has been preferved and extended fince bia 
acceffioQ^ are fo numerous, as to furnilh 
matter of inexhauftible refle6lioh. 'Of tbp 
officers who diftinguiffied themfelves in 
the firft and fecond Silefian wars, between 
1741 and 1745, few indeed now rem^n. 
Except Frederic himfelf, the old Prince of 
Bevern, and Ziethen, hai’dly a General of 
eminence has furviv^d. But, the events 
of the late war wliich began in 1756, arp 
ilill recent; and they form a pleafmg, as 
well as a frequent fubje6l; of converfation 
in eypiry company. Let us caft our eye 
rapidly ovar its principal filatures, which 
offer the moft animating picture ever pre- 
fented to the human mind. In Antiquity, 
the fecond Punic war can alone be oppofed 
to it for duration, as well as for intereft and 
importance. 

The great enterprize t>y which Frederic 
rendered himfelf known to foreign nations,- 
end attra6i:ed their notice, almoft immediate*- 
alter his acceffion, was the invafion of 

Silehak 
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Silefia. %e muft not perhaps, examine tod 
clofely, whether it was perfe6tly juft or mag-* 
iianimous to attack a Princefs with whom ho 
, hud no quarrel; and whofe diftrefled iitaa* 
tion rather claimed proteftion, than ought to 
have provoked hoflility. His pretentions to 
SileRa^ M'ere unqueftionably well founded^ 
though they were of an antient date, and 
wereonlj’^ revived at that junfture,on account 
of the apparent facility which the death of 
the emperor Charles the Sixth oflered, for 
iiKiking them effeitive* The battle of Moll- 
witz, a little village in Upper Silefia, confirm¬ 
ed to Pruflia' that valuable acquifition. It 
took place on the loth of Apriri74i, and 
the ilrft general aClion in which the King 
was ever prefen t j though he had ferved under 
Prince Eugene, in the Imperial army, before 
Philipftmrg, during the inglorious campaign 
of 1734. Marlhall Neuperg commanded 
the Auftrmns at Mollwitz; the fuperiority of 
whole cavalry had nearly decided the fortune 
of the day, and perhaps the foture late of 
Frederic himfelf. It is admitted'that 
. • was 
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was borne away in the rout of hi? troops; 

and it is not lels certain that to die abilities 

« 

pf Schwerin, he w^s principally indebted 
for fnatching from the Auftrian General 
the vi 61 :ory, which he had almoft gained. 
Thofe who attribute the King's flight to. 
a want of perfonal courage, mud how-* 
ever know his cliara6ler very imperfe6dy. 
Any fuch imputation is contradi6bed by 
the whole tenor of his life. But it is 
aflerted, and I believe not w ithout rcafon, 
that he never cordially forgave Schwerin 
for having rendered a fervice too im¬ 
portant in itfelf, as well as too wounding 
to the vanity of a Sovereign fuch as Fre¬ 
deric. 

More than two years afterwards, in 1743, 
hia late Britannic Majefty George the 
Second, being at his head-quarters at 
Worms, a Ihort time fubfeqiient to the 
battle of Dettingen ; entertained at dinner 
a numW of Englifli, Auftrian, and Ha¬ 
noverian officers. Tlie battle of Mollwitz 
havinja: been mentioned in the courfe of 

O 

eonverflition, the King, eithejr by, accident 
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or hy mtentioii» afked of thofe who fat* 
near* lura, what General commanded tho 
Auftrians in that a 61 iou? MaHhal Neuperg 
was one of the perfons prefent, and imme¬ 
diately laying down his knife and fork; 

CTeft moi> Sire,” faid he, “ qui ai com- 
^ niand6 danscette bataille, et je Tai perdu 
“ par ma propre laute.” So ingenuous 
and ib unexpe6tetl an avowal, produced an 
murerial filence. The King himfelf feemed 
to be embansdled and concerned. “ I re- 
^ peat. Sire,” continued the Marfliall,“that 
** I loft the battle by my own fault. The 
^ Croats, upon whofe vigilence and alert- 
nefs to difcover the motions of the 
^ enemy, I relied too implicitly, deceived 
** me. I had pofted parties of them upon 
^ every road by which the Pruflians could 
“ poflibly advance; but they abandoned 
themfelves to pillage and intoxication 
‘‘ Notice was brought me that his Pnifr 
** Iran Mtyefiy, at the head of his forces, 
** prepared to give me battle. But, not 
“ tiaving received any intelligence from 
•• mjr Groats, I could not credit the in* 

” formation. 
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formation. It \vas not till the Pni0iiiA 
columns were preparing to &rni9 thal: 
** my own eyes undeceived me. I than 
made the beft difpofitions in my power j 
“ and if they were not as fucceCsfiil as they 
“ might have been, I only am to bjame.*" 
A nobleman who was prelent on the occa^ 
lion recounted to me this lk 61 , wluch re* 
dounds higlily to the honour of IVlarllial 
Neuperg’s candour and fuperiority of mind^ 
however it may feem to detiu3; from hia 
military reputation. 

The two Silefian wars, as they are com* 
monly denominated, from the name of tlie 
province which formed the fubjefit of con- 
teft; were fucceeded by a period of rcj>ofe 
that lafted eleven years.; This Is tlie golden 
age of Pr^ffia, when the King, in the prim^ 
of life, covered with laurels earned in the 
field,, cultivated the arts of peace, au^ 
feemed to have renounced a wilh far fur* 
ther conquefts. Content with having 
added ah exteiifiv'e £^id beauti&l province 
10 his ddminionsj he a4>i)red only to 
. ferve, 
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ferve, to tranfmit it to his fuccellbrs. 
But, the Court of Vienna, which never for ^ 
moment loft fight of Silefia, fecretly medi¬ 
tated, in conjunfilion with that of Drefden, 
to reduce the power of Pruffia. Elizabetli, 
’Emprefs of RuiTia, impelled more by motives 
of j>erfonal animofity towards Frederic, than 
from any found political reafons, joined 
Maria Therefa, Sweden likewifc was in¬ 
duced to declare war,almoft without pretext. 
The German empire followed the iinpulfe of 
its Eleftive Head; and even France, which 
for ages had been the enemy of Auftria, fud- 
denly uniting with her adverfary, laboured 
to deftroy the only power which could fct 
limits to its ambition, 

Frederic, inftead of deprecating fo raft 
a combination, or temporizing till the ftorm 
was pafled; having penetrated their intent- 
tions, did not hefnate to anticipate them. 
With his ufual decilion of charafter, he burft 
in upon Saxony during the fummer of 175^, 
and made himfelf mailer of Drefden; w hile 
'Augtiftu$ the Third? King of Pokmd, onabletb 
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Dppofe the torfent, retired wifh hisfijrces to 

Pirna, \v:here his army occupied a poll deemr 

ed inattackable. The King leaving a body 

of troops to block the Saxon camp, rapidly 

entered Bohemia, where the Auftrians were 

advancing to extricate their allies. Under 

thefe circumftances took place the battle of 

^ * » 

Lowofitz, on the firft of Odober. It was 
fought among the mountains and defiles, 
upon the direCl road fromDrefden to Prague; 
and Frederic fliared no lefe the danger than 
the honour of the day. With inferior num- 
hers and under great difad vantage of ground, 
he attacked, broke, and at length drove 
the enemy from their pofition. Marfliidl 
Count Brown, who commanded the troops 
of Maria Therefa, has been much cenfur- 
,ed for tlie dilpofitions which he made at 
l-iowofitz, He was neverthelefs, a General 
of diftinguiflied merit and great experi¬ 
ence; though perhaps too active and en- 
terprizlng in his temper, when it is conildered 
that he was to oppofe fach an antagonift as 
the King of Pruffia. 


The 
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The battle of Lowoiitz cannot bj any means 
he reckoned among the number of thofe de« 
eifive viSnrieSfin which the rout of the beaten 
army b complete, 'Far from being vanquifli-' 
ed» the Auftriana only retired on the enfuing 
day» and occupied a new pofition bdiind 
ihe river Eger, a few miles diftant; nor 
did Frederic, at fo advanced a feafon, ven^ 
«ture to profecute his advantage. But, all 
the fruits of viflx)ry neverthelefs attended 
it, fince he thereby incapacitated Marihal 
Brown from extending afliftance to the 
Saxons. Th^t unfortunate body of forces, 
furrounded on all iides at Pirna, deftitute of 
provifions, and cut off «.from fuccours ; after 
holding out to the laft extremity, were re¬ 
duced to furrender themfelves prifoners of 
war. Auguftus the Third, King of Poland, 
-and Eleftor of Saxony, abandoning his liere- 
ditary dominions, had previoufly fet out for 
Warfaw; leaving his Obeen and his family 
to the mercy of the conqueror, as Darius did 
after the battle of Iffus. If Frederic did 
not equal Alexander in courtefy towards 

his 
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lus captives; yet, by this able and decifiye 
ftroke, at the commencement of the conteft*, 
he turned the wea;pons of the enemy againft 
themfelves; covered Brandenburgh, while 
he became mafter of Sa&ony; and wae^ 
enabled to begin the campaign of 1757, 
by offenfive operations in the heart of 
Bohemia. 

That extraordiniary campaign, the moil 
fertile in battles, reverfes, and great events, 
of any prefented by modem hiftory, opened 
with the memorable irruption of Frederic 
into Bohemia, .followed by the battle of 
Prague, which vras fought under the walls of 
the city itfelf on the 6fh of May. Few a6tiona 
have been more obftinately difputed ; and 
there was a moment, when viftory feemed 
on the point of declaring in favour of the Auf* 
trians. Marihal Count Brown commanded 
-them, conjointly with Prince Charles of I.or-» 
rain. Tothedefperatecour£^e,and perhaps to 
the wounded fenhbiiity of Marihal Schwerin, 
the Pruffians were eminently indebted for 
the vi6tory which they gained. It is unquef* 
tionable that the infantry under his com« 
VOL. I. M mand 



1 


iSi " IlIEMOmS hT THt 

♦ 

fniEUid gave way, and appeared ready to 
turn tliehr backs. The King indignant at 
the fight, and rendered aimoft fr^tic by 
the pimfpefi: of defeat, rode tip to the 
Marlhal, and reproached him infevere term^j, 
for the inifbehaviour of his troops. Touched 
to the quick by treatment fo unmerited, 
Schwerin inflantlv feized the ftandard of hra 
regiment; and imilalitig the example of the 
Decii, detoted himfelf to death. Rufliing 
into the thickeft ranks of the Auftrians, he 
called on his foldiers to follow him. They 
did fo Muh enthufiafm, and foon fnatched 
from the enemy their lemporarj advantages. 
But Schwerin was killed aimoft immediately^ 
by three balls which he received in the 
breaft, one of which pierced his heart. He 
was not lefs deeply lamepted by his matter, 
flian was, I^e Fort by Peter the Great; and 
Frederic has immortalized the circumftances ^ 
fliat accompanied his death, by erefting a 
flatue to his memory, in one of the 
principal fquares of Berlin. Schwerin is 
there reproleftted precifely as he fell, the 
^iotirS dialled ^In his hand, and in the aft 
* t 4 ‘ ‘ ^ ’ of 
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of expiring. The monum^t cpmaudmoi 
rates at once the frailty of the 
and the merits of tlie General. 

Prince Charles Lichtenftcin, who was 
prefent in tiie battle of Prague, and who 
held at that time a diftinguiflied rank in the 
Auftrtan cavalry, has related to me many 
interefting particulars refpe^ling that me^ 
morahlc eno:a<2:ement. The weather liad 

o o 

been for fome days previous to it, uncotn*^ 
monly hot and dry. Nothing could exceed 
the clouds of dull which flew up after the 
action commenced ; and when the left wing# 
wlricli was under Prince Charles of Lor^ 
rain's command, retreated precipitately into 
Prague, the whirlwinds of daft grew fo 
violent, that it became almofl: impoflibls 
any longer to diftinguifli the blue, from 
white uniforms. Marfhal Brown having 
I’eceived a wound from a cannon ba|l^ 
which fplintered his leg, the confiificwt 
augmented among the Aidlrians, who fled 
on every fide. Frederic, victorious, 1^ 
liege to Prague, ^ and feemed to be on the 
point of making pr^oners the tumy &ut tip 
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m the city. But, his own temerity, rather 
tl«m the inconftancy of fortune, extricated 
the Emprefi Queen from a lituation fo full 
of danger. 

Prince Charles Lichtenftein had a brother 
named Philip, who ferved, as well as himfelf, 
in the Imperial troops, and who fell in the 
a£l:ion at Praguj^. No Officer in the army 
was of more unqueftionable courage, or more 
warmly attached to his profeffion. It being 
evident, from the rapid march and difpofi- 
tions of the King of Pruffia, that he intended 
as ' foon as he was joined by the column 
under Marftial Schwerin, to attack the 
Aufirians; every preparation was made to 
receive them, and every requifite order was 
ifTued by Marlhal Browm, on the evening 
preceding the battle. The principal officers 
were enjoined to be at their refpe&ive polls 
by day* break; and Prince Charles having 
been on horfeback for feveral hours, had 
retired to his tent, meaning to take fome 
repofe. But, fcarcely had he lain dowm 
and fidlen afleep, when he was awakened by 
hk brother Philip, who Ihook him,, and told 
17 him 
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him that he had fomething to impart of 
moment. “ Do it then briefly," anfwered 
he, “ for I am very fleepy, and we fhall 
** be called be times to morrow " “ Charles " 
fliid Prince Philip, ** I believe you do 
** not queftion my courage, nor think 
me capable of being deprefled in mind at 
the profpe^l of a battle; but I have been 
“ fo unaccountably dejefted all this day, and 
“ I am fo convinced of my falling to-morrow 
‘‘ in the field, that I could enjoy no tran« 
quillity of mind till I had come to you; 
There are fome direftions relative to my 
concerns, which I mull entreat you to 
“ receive, after which I lhall be perfeftly at 
‘‘ eale.*' Prince Charles, far from comply-* 
ing with his brother's defire, and vexed to 
be fo difturbed, rallied him on his weaknefe, 
refufed to liften to his llory, and fent him 
away to his quarters; defiring that hisrepofe 
might be no more interrupted, as he (hould 
have fo much occupation on the enfuing 
day. Repulfed in this manner, Philip re- 
lufilantly withdrew to his tent; while his 

M 3 brother^ ^ 
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lardthef, like Don Mathias de Sylva in (jIJ 
foon relapfed into a found fleep. 

. From this fiate of infenfibility, he was k 
Tecond time roufed by Prince Philip, though 
not without difficulty. “ It is vain, Charles/^ 
find he, that you treat me with levity; or 
.** ridicule: my hour is come, and to-morrow 
I ftiall fall. I muftinfiift upon it therefore, 
that you take down my laft requefts, which 
(hall be very brief, and cannot detain you 
beyond a few minutes.” Half a fleep, as 
well as out of humour at being fo repeatedly 
iattacked, Prince Charles at length took a 
pencil, and haftily committed to paper fome 
ihort heads of teltameulary difpoiitions dic¬ 
tated by his brother. They rclpc6tecl prin¬ 
cipally his miftrefs and his creditors at Vienna; 

done, he again retired. On the follow¬ 
ing day, having been wounded by a mulket 
bail, he was carried to his tent; from whence 
after having been drefled, he infifted on 
returning to the field, The furgeon and 
attendants endeavoured to withhold him; 
but, neither entreaties nor expofiulatious 
%0uld prevent liis following the impulfe of 

his 
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^his courage and his^ duty,; He fmn risc^ved 
a fecond wound, ^hic^ teirnineted Iris'life ip 
tho prime of youths Had he eicaped unhurt, 
his predi6lion would h^ve been copfidered 
only as an idle dream, and never cpmAiemOf 
rated. It is the accidental accompliiliinsnl 
which imprefles it on the imagination. : 

I return to the King of PrudiUt If that 

Prince would have been fatisfied to profecuto 

.the fiege of Prague with vigour, Jt is not only 

highly probable, but almoft certain, that bo ^ 

niuft have become matter of tlie place, and 

coiifequently have made Prince Charles of 

Lorrain and his numerous army prifoners of 

war. Or, if renouncing the attempt to enter 

Prague, he had only purfued without delay 

the dying enemy, during the firft impreflion 

of their defeat; it is not lefs [)robable that ho 

might have carried all before him, and havO 
« 

advanced to the banks of the Danube, or to 
the wails of Vienna. The Auftrians required 
confiderable time to rally, and to colleQ; new 
forces; by allowing it them, Frederic com¬ 
mitted an irrcparable error. Relying too much 
on his paft fuccefs, and trufting to fortunet 

M 4 in 
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in <|ptradi£Uon to the remonflrances of 
Keith, he ventured to lea\>e a part of 
bis army before Prague, to continue the ficge, 
mobile he inarched in perfon to give battle 
^ith the remainder. At this critical jun^ure 
Daun came forward; the Fabius of the Aut 
trians, who by his conftitutional caution, way 
wonderfully well adopted to make head againft 
a Prince of Frederic s chara&er. He vras of a 
noble family, and had long ferved with dif- 
tin£iion in the Imperial forces^ Naturally 
phlegmatic, and often irrefolute, he required 
to be impelled, rather than reftrained. Of 
infurmountable coolnefs, no dangers ruffled, 
and no reveries deprefled him. In his friend 
General Lacy, who accompanied him, lie- 
found the qualities which nature had denied 
to himfelf; decifion, aftivity, and energy. 
To Lacy's advice and exhortations^ was in 
fa6t due much of the fame acquired by Daun, 
who highly efteemedbim, and confulted him, 
on all occaiions of emergency. 

The llories which are related of Daun's 
felf^pofleffion in the article of danger excite a 
degree of admiration, and almoft of incra* 

dulity. 
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dulity. Count Stuart, an officer of 
extraction, who ferved under him during a 
great part of the war; alTured me that at the 
battle of Hohkirchcn in 175B, he ftiw Daiin 
giving feme directions to adfconelof ai*tillery, 
when a cannon ball took off his head. The 
Marffial, though he was fo clofe as to be co^. 
vered with the blood, neither turned ahde, 
nor uttered a word, nor made the ihialieit 
motion. Perfectly calm, he only addreffed 
himfelf to the next artillery officer in rank, 
ordering him to execute the commiffion v/ith 
which he had charged the other. It is well 
known that on another occafion, riding out 
with General SerbeHoni to reconnoitre the 
i^ruffian forces, they were repeatedly fired at 
1 )}’' parties potted in the hedges. The fliot 
flying about their heads, Daun was prudently 
preparing to retire ; but Serbelloni, pointing 
with his finger to an objeCl which he wiflicd 
the Marfhal to remark, exclaimed, Cfes ne 
font que des mouches.'^ An inftaiit after¬ 
wards, araufketfliot fhattcredhis hand; when 
Daun turning quietly round, only faid,‘‘ Hme 
paroitau moins,q.uelesmouchesontpiques.'' 


It 
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at Colin that Frederic, for tlie firft 
Jame fully experienced the inftability of for- 
tune. His preceding vifltdries ap|>ear tp 
have fomewhat intoxicated him> and to have 
induced him tdftfuft too much to the fupo- 
Tiority of his genius^ or his arms. Marihal 
Brown having been rendered incapable of 
commanding, in confequeiice of his wound ; 
and Prince Charles of Lorrain being flmt up 
in Prague; Daun collecieil the fcattcred re¬ 
mains of the Auftrians, who were foon joined 
by new forces. About eleven o'clock in the 
.morning of the i8th of June 1757, his 
.PruCTian Majetty appeared in light, and in- 
ftantly prepared for battle. Daun's head¬ 
quarters w^ere ftationed at the little village of 
.Chotzemitz, near the town of Colin, on an 
eminence; from whence, with a telefcope in 
•his band, |ie calmly and attentively iiirvcyed 
.every difpolitxon of his enemy. He remarked 
them long in lUence; and at length taking 
•the glafs from his eye, Ma foi," laid he, 
il me femble que le Roi doit perdre au- 
.y jourdhuy.'* 


Frederic 



COURT OF BERUKj ITC. .171 

* Frederic commenced the attack,'^ter n 
•^variety of manoeuvres, at two in the after¬ 
noon. The Auftrians, in the beginning were 
•thrown into, luch confufion, that Marfhal 
Daun, apprehenlive of an entire defeat, iffued 
-orders for fecuring his retreat, and for re¬ 
moving the artillery without delay. But, 
two regiments of Saxons newly railed, con- 
foting principally of young recruits who had 
Scarcely feen any^ fervice, were highly inftru- 
mental in checking the ardour of the Pruffi' 
,ans. They repulfed, and fiD|j||y drove back 
the enemy. Another extraordinary circum- 
ftauce impoflible to have been forefeen, 
juatcrially contributed to decide ultimately 
the fate of the adionin favour of Daun. One 
of the Pruffian colunuis as it marched up, 
was annoyed By a party of Croats ftationed 
in a wood, who kept up a brilk fire on their 
flank. The King when informed of it, difi. 
pached an Aide-de-camp to order a regiment 
of the column to enter the wood, and to 
diflodge the Groats. But, the officer who 
tparriefl the meflage, forgot, or negleded to 

caufe 
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caulo-the column at the fame time to ad¬ 
vance. On the contrary, it was flopped for ‘ 
a confiderable time, while the regiment fent 
to attack the Croats, executed that com- 
miflibn. If inftead of halting, the column 
had rapidly filled up the interval, had ad¬ 
vanced, opened, and formed; it was fuppofed 
they might have done great execution, and 
perhaps have totally changed the afpeft of 
affairs. Whoa at laft they came up, it was 
too late ' to he of any effe6hial fervice. 

4 / 

The King feveml df.fperate efforts to 

^arry by force the Auftrian lines; but, his 
troops, difneartened and fatigaed, could not 
be induced to continup their attacks. To- 
wu-rds eight in the evening the act ion ceafed, 
the Pruffians fled, and the rout: became 
genend. Frederic, compelled to raife the 
fiege of Prague precipitately, evacuated 
Bohemia, and retired in fume diforder to¬ 
wards the confines of Saxony. 

Never was victory more opportunely 
gained, nor more important in its confe- 
quences. The Auftrian army, Inclofed within 
Ute walls of Prague, preffed by famine, and 

diminiihed 
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cHmimflied by ficknefs, could not longr have 
held out the place. Nor, had Daun been* 
vanquiflied at Colin, could any new efficient 
body of forces have been fpeedily oppofed' 
to the Pruffians. They might have advanced 
to the vicinity of Vienna, and have driveit 
Maria Therefa from her capital, as had been 
done fixteen years before by the French and 
Bavarians. So fignal a fervice juftly pro-^ 
cured Daun a prodigious reputation, and 
the death of Marihal Brqwn naturally placed 
him in the fupreme command, of the Auf- 
trian armies. Brown expired at Prague, in 
confequence of his wound, accelerated by a. 
confumptive habit'-uof body. His enemies 
pretended that the chagrin which he felt at 
Dann^s extraordinary fuccefs, when cou^ 
tniiied with his own recent defeats at Prague, 
and at Lowofitz, haftened his end. He affect-* 
cd however, to participate in the general* 
congratulations offered to Daun on the vic¬ 
tory of Colin; and as a teftimony of bis, 
efleem for him, Brown ordered his beft Eng- 
lifh hor& to be carried to that commander,^ 
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lU^foonas he received the intelligence, whicfe 
he furvived only a few days. 

A fnelancholy reverfe now liicceeded to the 
fcite rapid conqueft of Frederic. Inftead of 
evciMTinnmg Bohemia, and penetrating thro' 
Moravia, into Auftria, as he expefied to have 
done, he could fcarcely maintain himfelf in- 
Saxony. The viftorious troops of Daun not 
Only prefTed him upon his rear, hut in a great 
meafure recovered Silefia: while on the other 
fide, the army of the German Empire, united 
with the forces of France, advanced to attack 
him through Thuringia. The fame Princcj 
who in June appeared to be on the point of 
dilating peace as a conqueror at the gates 
of Vienna; before the clofe of Oftober, 
doubted whether he fliould be able to defend 
his patrimonial dominions from the attacks 
and inroads of his enemies. But the cam¬ 
paign of 1757 exhibits from its commence¬ 
ment to its termination, an unparallcd chain 
of reVerfes and viciiStudes. At the moment 
ttien winter vros already begim, and the 
pe^jeSirearmics preparing to retire, Frederic/ 
hjf two decifive vidories completely extri¬ 
cated 
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(Sited his affairs, and refumed all liis former 
afcendancy. 

Rofbach, a little village not far from the 
hanks of the river Saal in Thuringia, vms 
the feene of the firft of thefe memorabia 
aflions. It took place oft the fifth of Novenrw 
her; and like the battle of the Spurs,” in the 
fixteenth century, might rather be denomi¬ 
nated a rout than an engagement. The 
allied army was led by two chiefs; the forces 
of the Empire being commanded by tho 
Prince of Saxe-Hilburghaufen, while the 
French auxiliary troops were under the or¬ 
ders of the Prince of Soubife. Tire fuperiority 
of the Pruffian manoeavres was aided no lefs 
by the temerity of the enemy previous to 
the engagement, than by their fubfequent 
panic. Scarcely did they make any refift-* 
ance fpr more than half an hour. During 
the interview between the Emperor and tho 
King of Pruffia, in 1770, at Neufladt in 
Moravia, Frederic gave his Imperial Majef* 
ty a moft humorous and ludicrous deferip^ 
tioftof the battle of Rofbach ; in tlie com& 
4 >f w^hich he treated the French with the 

utmoft 
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Utmoft feverity of ricidule. General 
^ho was prefent, affured me of the faft. In^ 
deed> whatever may be his Pruffian Majefty's 
partiality towards the French language, or 
nation, ho is known to hold their military 
difcipline and tactics in the utmoft contempt. 
But the viftory at Rolbach, however 
brilliant, by no means liberated the King 
from his difficulties, which appeared to be 
pfurmountable. It was neceffary to gain 
Another battle not lefe decifive, over the 
Auftrians; who after taking Schweidnitz, had 
attacked and defeated the Pruffians, en¬ 
trenched under the cannon of Breflau. 
That city itfelf, the capital of Silefia, 
unable to refill an army of eighty thoufand 
^en, had furrendercd; w hile the fliattered 
remains of the Prince of Beyem s final! 
force was reduced to abandon any fiir- 
ther attempt to flop their progrefs. Such 
was ftill the defperale lituation of his 
affairs in Silefia, when Frederic gained 
die battle of Liffii, on the 4th of De¬ 
cember.. The'incapacity and mifcoadufl^ 

of. 
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of Prince Charles of Lorrain, who com¬ 
manded the Auftrian forces, enabled the 
King, with inferior numbers, and in the 
fpaco of lefs than three hours, nearly to 
annihilate that formidable army* Inftead 
of remaining within his entrenchments, 
where lie w^ould have .been inattackable. 
Prince Charles unneceffarily advanced, and 
offered Frederic battle* Silefla was the prize 
for which they contended, and it immedi¬ 
ately returned to the conqueror. Scarcely 
could the furvivors of the defeat at LifFa, 
reduced to one-third pf their original num¬ 
bers, reach Bohemia; where, I am affured, 
twenty thoufand Auftrians were canied into 
the hofpitals. 

Prince Jofeph Lobkowitz, who was prefent 
in the a6lion at Lifla, was fent on the 
following morning to the field of battle; 
a fufpenfion of arms for twenty-four hours 
having been gmnted, in order to allow 
time to bury the dead. The cold of the 
night was extremely fevere; and I have 

Vov I. N heard 
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heal'd him thaft the ^)e 3 Bck which prftr 
felithd itfelf-to iub fimv, was fuch as no 
4 aiigtiige eouW weH defcribe; great numbers 
tte'iiien aa^ fiillen on the 

‘^recefling?day^ remaining hard frozen, and 
their limbs fixed in the attitudes of pain or 
‘tdiftoTtidn in ^t 4 ^ich they had expired. Nor 
tWafe the flight of tlie Auftrians after the en- 
-gagcmeirt; lefs deftrufiive lo them, than had 
been the action itfell'. Compelled, alraoll 
'^leftitute of baggage or neccflaries,to pafs tlie 
defiles wliidi feparate bileila from ‘Bohemia, 
“jmdpurfuedby the Piniiffians; tboufands funk 
under the weight of their arms, and periflied 
amidft the fnows,of hunger, cold, and fatigue; 
or were maffacred by the pcafants. After 
five great battles, in four of which the King 
had been prefent,^nd in thme of which he 
had been victorious; he ftill retained pofl 
feffion of Saxony, had reconquered SUefia, 
and menaced the Emprefs Queen with a 
new irruption into ^ber cbminians, on tfaa 
"return of fprbg. 


* The 
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The campaign of 1758, lefs brilliant and 
varied than t he one which we have juft re¬ 
viewed,, dii'plays neverthelefs the firm cha- 
taflcr and vaft refources of Frederic, under 


circ'imftanees the nioft advcrfe, augmented 
by defeat. After retaking Schweidnitz, the 
only remaining acqnifilion of the enemy, 
he burlt unexpectedly into Moravia, early in 
the fpring, and invefted Olniulz, the capital. 
Had he fuccecdcd before it, nothing could 
have prevented his penetrating to Vienna. 
It is however the opinion of almoft every 
officer, Pruffian, Auftrian, or Saxon, with 
whom I ever converfed on the fubje^, that 
the King aCted injutiicioufly in direCiinghis 
arms againft Moravia. If, inftead of under¬ 
taking a liege fo hazardous and difficult as 
Olmutz, he had entered Bohemia early in 
May, no effeftual oppofition could'have been 
made to him by Marfhal Daun, whofe army 
was ftill almoft wholly in the hofpitals. But 
while the Pruffians continued before Olmutz, 
that commander aflembled his troops. Lau- 
dohn, who afterwards fignalized himfelf fo 

N s much 
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much in the fubfequent campaigns, having 
defeated a convoy of provifions on its way 
to the Pruflian camp, compelled Frederic to 
renounce his enterprizc. He retired; but it 
was the retreat of a Lion, who turns upon his 
purfuers. Fruftrated, not vanquilhed; for¬ 
midable even in defeat; carrvins with him 
all his artillery and his baggage, he left to 
Daun little more than a negative triumph. 

New and equally formidable enemies 
waited for him on the l>anks of the OdtT, 
whom it was indifpenlabli! to expel from his 
dominions. The Mufeovites, after ravaging 
the kingdom of Pruffia, had entered the 
Eletlorate of Brandcnlyirgh, and were ad¬ 
vancing towards Iku'lin, coi)du6ted by Gene¬ 
ral Fenner. Frederic gave them battle at 
the little village of ZonidcH’f, not far from 
Cuftrin upon the Oder; and on his fide it 
might be termed a carnage, rather than aa 
Jiflion. But neither the fury of his artillery, 
the vajor and difcipline of his infantry, nor 
tlie repeated charges of his cavalry, could 
,<CCim)el tlie Ruffians to recede a foot; much 

le& 
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lefs lo turn their backs, or take to flight. 
During near thirteen hours, from lix in tha 
morning till fevcn in the evening of the 25th 
ofAuguft, they withflood, unmoved, every ef¬ 
fort of the Pruflian ta6ties. After theflaughter 
of twenty-one thoufand men, they (lill dif- 
dained to retreat, and night alone terminated 
tlie combat. But the Ruflian commander, 
by immediately falling back towards Poland, 
while he feemed to yield the honor of the 
vi 61 ;ory to Frederic, allowed him time like- 
wife to fly to the afllftance of his brother. 

It was become neceffary to extricate^ 
Prince Henry, whom Dana had already 
furrouuded in the •vicinity of Drefden. 
Tlie King’s .approach effedled this objeft; 
but, not coiit<i?nt with obliging the Auftriaits 
to abandon their projeft, he raftily attempt¬ 
ed to cut oft’ their communication with 
Bohemia. Regardlcfs of the udnee and 
remonftrances of Marfhal Keith, he per- 
fifted for that purpofe to occupy a pofition 
at the village of Hohkirchen, near Baut- 
tecn, in Lufatia. Keith predicted to him 

N 3 that 
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that lie would be there attacked by Daun, 
nxid afferted that the poft was, untenable 
againft fuperior numbers. His apprehen- 
fions were flighted by the King, and the 
event foretold by Keith took place. Favor¬ 
ed by the night and a thick fog, Daun, on 
the 14th of October, furprized the Pruffian 
camp, drove their troops from the heights 
of Hohkirchen, and gained a fignal vic¬ 
tory. But Fredericks grcateft and moll 
irreparable lofs was that of Keith himfelf, 
who, after having rallied the foldiers, and 
performed for more than three hours all the 
functions of a confummate General, fell in 
the church-yard of the village, mortally 
wounded. 

Marlhal Keith was born in Scotland, 
of a very ancient and noble family, which, 
unhappily, from principles of generous, 
but miftaken attacliment to the exiled 
houfe of Stuart, engaged in the rebellion 
of 1715, againft George the Firft. Oblig¬ 
ed to quit his native country, he entered 
into the feryice of Ruflia, where he 
15 rofe 
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rafe ta tk& rank o£' Fi^ld-Marlkalaud 
afterwards paffed: into tiiati of Fr^deife the 
Second'. By Ihm, who knew how. to 
appreciate, and to value.merit, KeidiwaS' 
not lefe beloved than^.^el^&ed. .All bb 
oxertions to wreft the viflbry front Daun^ 
at BLohkirchen, were unfticcefsful, i His^ 
body, after, lie fell, ftripped and naked; .was 
carried into the church of the village, and 
laid upon a barrow, covered with a Croat s, 
cloak. When all i^fijftance on the part of 
the PruHiaas was completely at an end,' 
and their army dilperfed; Marlhal Ekiun, 
accompanied by Lacy and feveral, other 
officers entered thp church. Seeing a_ 
dead body expofed. on a barrow> and con¬ 
ceiving it to be fome peifba of diftin6lion, 
he enquired who it was? Lacy approached 
the corpfe, and after attentively regarding 
it, exclaimed witli gresut emotion, ‘‘ Ala^J 
^tis my faihe/s bell friend, ^tis Keith 
The late IVIarftial Lacy, and lie had both 
been in the fervicc of Riilfia, bad m^da 
more than one campaign togetheXs under 

4 the 
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the reign of the Emprefs Anne, and 
had lived on terms of intimate friend- 
fliip. At fb melancholy a piece of intel¬ 
ligence, Daun burft into tears, as did Lacy, 
and eveiy perfon prefent. How alleging 
a moment; and how fublime, as well as 
touching a fubjeft, for the pencil of an 
artifr! 

While they were paying this tribute of 
refpefil and fympathy to the remains of 
Keith, a Croat made his appearance, 
dreffed in the Marfhars uniform, and hav¬ 
ing acrofs hij breaft the yellow riband of 
the Pruflian order of the ‘‘ Black Eagle/' 
Daun demanding of hipa how he came by 
thofe fpoils, I took them," anfwered the 
Croat, “from the man who lies yonder, 
whom I killed and llripped. I have gh en 
him in return my cloak." The corpfe 
was fcarcely in the leaft disfigured, or 
bloody ; nor was it without fome difficulty, 
and after confiderable fearch, that the 
wound which he had received, was dif. 
covcrable. A muiket-ball had penetrated 

bis 
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his fide or flank, but the orifice was hardly 
perceptible, and only marked by a final! 
purple fpot. As he fell on his back, he 
had bled inwardly. 

Daun having inftantly ordered out three 
regiments under arms, caufed him to be 
interred with all the military honours due to 
his high rank and his dillinguiflied merit. 
On the enfiiing day the Marfhal received 
a letter from his Pruflian Majefty, brought 
by a trumpet. Frederic, after congra¬ 
tulating him on his late viCtory, and 
complimenting him on the manoeuvres 
which had conduced to fo lignal a fuccefi, 
requefted him to render every military ho¬ 
nor to the remains of the great man, whom 
it had been his misfortune to lofe. The 
Aiiftrian commander in his reply befought 
the King to believe, that he had not waited 
for his royal commands on fuch a point; 
but had already paid to the deceafed Mar« 
ftial every mark of refpeft in his power. 
Fred(‘ric, in his letter to Daun, made ne 
mention whatever of Prince Francis of 

Brunfwicg 
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Btuafwicy his own brother-in-law, who 
hod &Ben in the fame a^ion. Sir Robert 
K^ith, (now envoy at Vienna, and fo well 
known by his fpirited condu 6 i in Denmark 
during' the revolution in 1772,) has lately 
erected in the church of Hohkirchen, an 
elegant marble monument to the memory 
of hia relation, MarOial Keith. Every par¬ 
ticular relative to his death, here ename- 
rated^ was imparted to me by an Auftrian 
officer of diftin 6 tion who was prefent at 
Hohkirchen. 

If the King cannot be exempted from 
cenfure for perfifting, in contradiftion to 
Keith^s advice, to or^cupy the camp at 
Hohkirchen, he is not lefs to be admired 
fojt the celerity and Ikill with wliich he 
l€^red his defeat. Far from reconquering 
SHefia, or even expelling him from Sax¬ 
ony, Daun found him equally formidable 
aft before the late misfortune. When he 
attempted to befiege Neifs, and afterwards 
t)0< attack Drefden, Frederic obliged him to 
xonowce both enterpiizes, and finally to 

faU 
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back upon Bohemia, The army of ^lier 
Empire, which nearly at the ^ feme tin^^ 
made a feebio effort to regain thoir hononr. 
loft at Rolbacii, was eallly repuHed: white, 
the Swedes, who only half a century before- 
had triumphantly OTerruii Poland, Ruflia^. 
and Saxony, under Charles the Twelfth, 
were compelled to retire precipitately from 
Pomerania. If the campaign of 1758 had 
been more difaftrous to Frederic tlian the 
preceding one, it had likewife manifeft^ 
in a confpicuous manner his prodigious 
refources. The next year was deftined to 
put him to ftill feverer trials, 

Daun no longer engaged in 1759^ thfit 
principal attention of the King. 
with watGlilng his motions, with eov^rijgj 
Silefia, and dofei^ding Saxony,. 
dire6ied Ihs moft adive exertions 
a-nother enemy. The Ruffians^ led 
SoltikofF, who had replaced their 
commander; after defeating General Wed^l 
at Zullichau, near Croflen on the Oder^, 
had continued their march toward jPerite 

It 
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It vas marked by ravages of every kind; 
and the King^ irritated to a pitch of defpc* 
ration at the defeat of Wedel, refolved to 
give them once more battle. The Oder, 
which had been twice the feene of thefe 
conflid:s, witnefled a third engagement not 
lefs fanguinary, and ftill more memorable 
from its termination. All the preceding 
difafters v’hich Frederic hud experienced, 
were light in com pari fon with the defeat 
that he fuftained at Cunerfdorf. 

Apprehenfive from the motions of the 
Pniffian army, that the Kinij meditated 
an attack on SoltikofF, Marfhal Daun de¬ 
tached Laudohn to jom him, at the head 
of twelve thoufand Andrians and Saxons, 
principally cavalry. The junction was 
efiefted, not without difficulty, a very 
few days before the engagement. On 
th^ afternoon immediately preceding it, 
SoltikofF and Laudohn rode out together, 
in order to reconnoitre the enemy. As 
it was evident that the King meant to 
bring on a battle, SoltikofF took occafion to 
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explain to his colleague, the difpofition» 
which he intended to make for receiving 
the Pruflians. He pointed out at the fame 
time the pofition in which he fliould wait 
for the attack, and the point againft 
which, as he conceived, it would be princi¬ 
pally direfted. Laudohn, though he coin¬ 
cided with him in opinion, enquired never- 
thelefs, what meafures he had taken for 
covering or fecuring his retreat, in cafe 
of a difufter? “ Nojie whatever,” replied 
Soltikofl'; the Ruffians arc ima«quainted 
with retreats; they always cither conquer 
or die.” 

On the following ](jioming, the twt‘lfth 
of Auguft, Frederic attacked the entrench¬ 
ed camp at Cunerfdorf; his greateft effortf 
being diretbed againll their flank, at the 
only point where it was acccffiblc, by 
a narrow opening througli a morafs. Two 
Ruffian regiments Rationed in the pafs, 
long fuRained without giving way, the 
onfet of the Pruffian army; they were 
m length put to the fword, and fell in 

their 
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thfthr Tanks. ' Soltikoff propofed therefore 
to Laudohn, that a regiment of Auftrians 
ftiould march into the vacant fpace, along 
fide of a regiment of his own troops. 
But the Auftriah foldiers rejected the pro¬ 
pofol w'ith indignation. ‘‘We are ready 
to fight,” cried they; “ btit not to be 
butchered like victims.” Neither re¬ 
proaches nor entreaties could alter their 
determination; and they were even fo 
exafperated againft Laiidohn, that they 
threatened to tear him in pieces. In order 
to avoid their fury, he was oliligod to con¬ 
ceal himfclf for a fiiort time amonjj th<5 
baggage, till their firli emotions of refent- 
ment had ful'llded. 

In this fiLuation, unfiipported by his 
Auftrian allies, SoltikolF inftaiitly ordered 
two regiments of his own troops to ad¬ 
vance, with drums beating and colours 
flying. Like their predecellbrs they were 
cut to pieces; and were fucceeded by two 
mote, who underwent a fimilar fate. 
Scarcely a man remained alive; but, their 

bodies 
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bodies foon formed a ftupendous mound/ 
completely filling the fpace through which 
alone the enemy could penetrate. Of the 
feventh and eighth regiments, which in 
turn occupied the fame fpot, fo few efcaped, 
that the gentleman who related thefe par¬ 
ticulars, affured me, an olKcer of the name 
of Richter, though only an enlign in the 
morning, commanded the fnrvivoi’s at the 
elofe of the dav. 

Such troops, though they might be put 
to the fword, it leemed impoflible to van- 
qulfli. The Prufdan.s, wearied with flaugh- 
ter, and linking under the heat of the 
weather, which was intolerable, began, 
after fome hours, to relax in their ardour. 
Inftead of refting fatislled with the impor¬ 
tant advantage which he had cheaply 
gained, and waiting for a more favourable 
occafion to complete the deftru6tion of hfe 
enemies; Frederic, in oppofition to all ad¬ 
vice, forced his foldiers to new exertions. 
Laudohn perceiving their exhaufted con*' 

dition. 
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dition, and inftantly availing himfclf of it, 
made a defperate charge at the head of tho 
Auflnan cavalry, which decided the for¬ 
tune of day. The Pruflians fled on 
every fide, threw down their arms, and 
abandoned the field. Tents, artillery, bag¬ 
gage, every thing fell into the hands of the 
conqueror. Scarcely could ten men be 
collefilcd together in a body. Frederic, 
obliged to confult his fatety by flight, 
pafled the night in a hut, only a few miles 
from the feene of his defeat, deftilute of 
protedion, and almoft without neceflaries. 
Laudohn, after exprefling to the Ruffian 
General his admiratiop of the valour and 
fteadinefs of iiis troops, offered, if Soltikofl* 
would entruft a few of them to his com¬ 
mand, to go in purfuil of the beaten enemy, 
he even ventured to aiifwer for l)ringing 
his Prufliau Majdly prilbiier into the 
camp within three days. Far from accept¬ 
ing the offer, Soltikoff coldly declined it. 
“ I have already gained two battles,'* faid 

he, 
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** in little more than a fortnight; let 
^ my brother Ddnn no%v do fomething in 
** the common caufe/*' 

Inftead of being oven^heimOd by fo great 
a difafier, as might have been naturally ex¬ 
pelled, Frederic foon revived more formida¬ 
ble from his defeati The inanition of the 
Ruffians happily allowed him timctoaffemble 
a new army ; and Soltitoff neither followed 
ti]) his vi6t ory at Cunerfdorf, nor atchieved 
any thing of confequence during the reft of 
the campaign* But Drefden, which the 
Pruffians had hitherto heldj was wrcfted from 
them by Daun; and as if fomething finilter 
prefided in the councife of their So\ ereigii, he 
underwent foon afterwards a humiliation ftill 
more poignant dian the calamity of Cunerf- 
dorf: I mean the furrender of near twenty- 
tlioufand troops at Maxen; an event which 
may almoft be compared with the difgrace 
of the Caudine Forks, fo memorable in the 
hiftory of Rome^ Ever difpofed from his 
turn of mind and charafiter, to aft offen- 
fively, the King ventured to detach a body 
of forces^ in order to cut off Dauffs corn** 
VOL. I* O munication 
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municatiort with Bohemia, They wer^ 
commanded to take poll at Maxen; a 
pofition capable of being defended againft 
fiiperior numbers, and from its fituatioii 
admirably calculated to intercept the retreat 
of the Auftrians. Finck, a General of expe¬ 
rience and merit, was fele6i:ed for thi^ 
commiflion; in the execution of which, he 
did not, however, by any means anfwer 
the expe6iations of his mailer. 

I have heard the conduct of Finck dif- 
'Cuiled by many Auftrian officers who were^ 
prefent at his furrender; and they in gene-, 
ral agree, that he not only took a bad pofi- 
tion, but that he defended it ftill worie, 
leaving the heights above his camp 
unoccupied, he committed an irreparable 
fault, which enabled Daun, after firft fur¬ 
rounding, ultimately to compel him to lay 
down his arms. Always flow, and frequent¬ 
ly irrefolute, Daun hefitated neverthelefs, 
whether he (hould make the attempt; but 
the exhortations of Lacy prevailed over his 
indeciiionw Finck, invefted on eveiy fide 
by the Auftrians, found efcape impolfible; 

and 
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and Lacy, after having made himfelf maf* 
ter of the heights which commanded the 
Pruflian camp, liimmoned their commander 
to furreiider. He was not in want of 
provifions; and General Wunfch, as well 
as many other officers, indignant at the 
idea of fubmitting to an ignominious capi¬ 
tulation, propofed either to cut their paflage 
through the enemy, or to perifh to the laft 
man fword in hand. Finck, though he 
reje6tcd the propolal, yet did not furrender 
till he had vainly made every effort to libe¬ 
rate himfelf and his unfortunate army. 
While the articles were framing, Wunfeh 
attempted to force his way at the head of 
two regiments of cavalry. But, on the 
menace of the Auftrians to put the remain¬ 
ing troops to the fword, and at Finch's cx- 
prefs command, he reluftantly returned to 
the camp. Seventeen thoufand of Frederic's 
veteran foldiers piled up their arms. Lacy 
rode in among them, after having con¬ 
cluded the capitulation, and made regi* 
ment after regiment prifoners of war. 

O 2 


The 
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Tlie King was more deeply fenfible to this 
difgraceful and unexpe 61 ed blow, than he 
had been to all his preceding defeats. In 
the violence of his refentment, he refufed to 
admit Finck to his prefence, or even to hear 
his juftification. That officer, who foon 
afterwards entered into the Danifh fervice, 
is fince dead at Copenhagen. I ought liow- 
ever to add, that many perfons here at 
Berlin, who are well able to appreciate the 
condu6l of Finck, declare that he was far 
lefs culpable than unfortunate. They aflfert 
that he originally remonftrated againlt the 
meafure of taking poft at Maxen, and only 
diel it in compliance wilii hisjnafter’s peremp¬ 
tory orders. Under this dark cloud termi^ 
TKited the campaign of 1759, rendered for 
ever memorable by the reverfes ofCunerfdorf 
and of Maxen. Saxony was likewife wrefted 
from Fredei-ic, which had hitherto ferved as 
a barrier to his own dominions; while his 
enemies, elated by fucceft, promifed them* 
felves to effe6t his entire deftru6iion in the 
courfe of the enfuing year- 

Neith^ 



COURT OF BERLIN, ETC. X97 

Neither Daun nor SoltikofF form the moft 
ronl^icuous figures in the campaign of 1760. 
On the contrary, tliey fink into comparativj^ 
obfcurity; w hile Laudohn, who had fo lately 
diftinguilhed himfelf at Cuiierfdorf, by the 
f Liperiority of his views, added to the deci- 
iion and rapidity of his movements, conti¬ 
nued to infli^ the moft fevere and humili¬ 
ating wounds on the Pruffian Monarchy. 
Fouquet, another General of Fredericks, 
renewed in fome meafure at Landfhut, the 
ignominious capitulation of Finch at Maxen 
He made indeed a more vigorous defence; 
but, the termination w^as fcarcely lefs dif- 
honourable, and, equally calamitous. Of 
twenty-one ihoufand men wliom he com- 
mandiid, not above fix thoufand efcaped the 
fword or a prifon; and Fouquet himfelf was 
among the number of the captives. Two 
fuch difafters following each other at fo 
fliort an interval, fullied no lefs the luftre 
of the Pruffian arms, than they elevated the 
courage of their opponents. Glatz, one 
of the keys of Silefia, for which Laudoba 

o 3 wd 
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and Fouquet had contended, fell to the 
former. 

That province, to recover which was 
always a favorite obje6l of Maria Thcrefa, 
became once more the principal theatre of 
military operations, where Frederic main¬ 
tained a defperate and unequal conflict 
againft fuperior forces. On every fide he 
appeared to be precluded not only from af- 
iiftance, but even from efcape. The Auftrian 
and Ruffian Generals having enclofed him, 
anticipated his fall or his furrender. They 
already meditated tofurprifehim in his camp, 
and to renew the affair at Hohkirchen. But, 
the genius of Fredcric, matured by experience 
and misfortune, fuftained, and his celerity 
extricated him in this emergency. Without 
allowing his enemies time to complete their 
meafures, he marched to meet the danger; 
and fele^ting Laudohn as being the mod ex- 
pofed from his fituation, he attacked that 
General at Lignitz on the 15th of Augufi. 
After a ^fperate refiltance the King obtain¬ 
ed a vi66ory fo much the more gratifying, as 
it was gained over a commander whofe iiame| 

15 sm 
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fend fuccefles had deprcfled the PniiSans. It 
has been commonly aflerted that Lacy, who 
commanded a feparate body of troops, and 
who was ftationed in the vicinity, might have 
advanced in time to Laudohn’s relief; but, 
that actuated by a fpirit of rivalihip or jea- 
loufy, he withheld his affiftance. So un¬ 
founded as well as unjuft an afperiion, i^s beft 
confuted by Lacy's whole life and chara6ter. 
Far from fuftaining any diminution of hime, 
Lauclohn rofe more brilliant from his de¬ 
feat, and glorioufly r(?paired the diftafter of 
Lignitz before the clofe of the war. 

Uruler the ordinary circumftances of con- 
tending nations, where the refpe6tive force of 
the combatants had been in any meafure ba¬ 
lanced, Frederic's late vi6tory would have 
given him a decided fuperiority over his op¬ 
ponents during the remainder of the cam¬ 
paign. But, fo immenfe was the difparity of 
numbers and ftrength, that no common ex¬ 
ertions feemed able long to protra6t his total 
ruin. Berlin and Potzdam were laid under 
contribution by the Ruffians; Laudohn, iiot- 
withitanding his defeat, ftill maintained him- 

o 4 felt' 
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iblf in the midd of Sileiia, while Daun 
Lacy were mafters of Saxony and LufUti^^ 
It was not enough for Frederic to have forced 
Soltlkoff to abandon Brandenburgh,and ulti-r 
inately to evacuate the other parts of his do¬ 
minions, Some great and decilive victory 
was become neceflary, in order to enable him 
again to take up his winter^quarters in Saxony. 
Rendered almoft defperate by liis Ctualion, 
and regardlefs of obftacles, Frederic refolv- 
ed therefore to attack the Auflrians, though 
they occupied a pofition along the Elbe^ 
equally ftrc«ng and advantageous. Such 
were the circumftances in which took place 
the memorable battle of Torgau, on the third 
of November. 

In no action of the ■whole war, not even 
:tfc Colin, did the King commit fo much to 
fortune; fihee the confequences of defeat to 
him were incalculable. Animated by a fenfe 
of the neceflity of conquering, he forgot every 
pci Tonal conlideration, and expofed himfelf to. 
the fevcreil fire, while he rallied and led his 
cavalry again and again to the charge. But 
filch were the impediments, natural and 
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artificial, with which his infantry had to coTh> 
tend, that though they difplayedthe Iteadieft 
courage, they never could open and form in 
face of the Auflrian batteries. Towards 
evening, notwithftanding the perlinacious 
efforts of the King to tear the victory from 
Daun, he not only maintained his ground, 
but had repulfed the rriilliaiis. Eighteen 
tlioufand of their bell troops w^(Te left on the 
field, and fcarcely two thirds oi* that number 
had fallen on the other fid(?. Frederic, un¬ 
able to renew the contelt with any profpe6fc 
of fiiccefs, muft have fallen back upon Bran- 
denburgli; and Daun had aln^ady difpatched 
courier, to announce to the Einprefs Queen 
the intelligence of a decill\ e vi6iory, when 
an unexpccleti and fortuitous e\cnt com* 
pletely changed tiie fortune of the day. 

Some Prullian foldiers liavinguc.ciclenta lly 
difeovered that the heights of Siplllz, w'Jach 
commanded the Auflrian cimip, were un-i 
guarded, carried the inulligeiico to thei?' 
officer. After afeertaiuing the fkcl, he re-* 
ported it to General Ziethen ; wlio, equally 
^ftoi^ilhed and delighted gt the information. 
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caufed fov-eral pieces of cannon to be ini-' 
mediately tranfported thither, and occupied 
the poft with a detachment of troops. The 
darhnefs of the night favoured and facili¬ 
tated his operations. .At daybreak fo 
tremenduous a cannonade opened on the 
forces of Daiin, that he was compelled to 
break up his camp, and to rt^tire in the 
utmoll confulion, harralled and purfued by 
the Pruflians. A fecond courrier was fent off 
to Vienna, to communicate to Maria The- 
refa the difaftrous reverie which had taken 
place. Lacy alone, of all the Imperial Ge¬ 
nerals, retreated in admirable order at the 
head of the divifion wjiich he commanded, 
along the left bank of the Elbe. In light 
of the victorious arm}^ on the fame fide of 
the river, he made good his retreat for 
leveral leagues. Then croffiiig the Elbe at 
the town of Meifien, he gained tJie oppofite 
heights, and checked the further progrefs 
of the enemy. It is univerfally admit¬ 
ted that this manoeuvre may rank with 
the fineft of the prefent age. But all the 
fidvantages of vi6tory remained not lefs to 

Frederic. 
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Frederic. Laudohn, relu6\ant]y compelled 
to quit Silefia, once more abandoned that 
Dutcliy ; while the PruiTians, favoured by 
their late fuccefs, took up their winter-quar¬ 
ters again in Saxony. 

The campaign of 1761, unlike all the 
preceding, is fterile in great events, no ge¬ 
neral a6tion having been fought anywhere 
from its commencement to its clofe. En¬ 
feebled by their paft exertions, and render¬ 
ed mutually cautious by the reverfes of 
fortune which they bad in turn experienced, 
neither party feemed inclined to ri(k an en¬ 
gagement. But, it began to be apparent 
that the King muft ultimately fink under fuch 
an unequal ilruggle, which neither fubfidies, 
nor ability however confuminate, nor nuli- 
tary Ikill could much longer portrafil. At no 
period of the war does he, indeed, juftly ex¬ 
cite fo much admiration. Fi\ e campaigns 
had deprived him of his moft able Generals, 
and left him little other refource than in 
the unfhaken firmnefs of his own chara6ler. 
A Prince of meaner cap^^ity mud have 
inevitably fallen under the weight of his 

enemies 
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Chernies and liis encreafjn«* €imbarraffm^nt;». 
Frederic, by judituouHy proli’a6tmg the final 
ifiue, efiecled Ijis extrication. Inltead of 
a6tiag offenlively and commit ling all to 
hazard, as he liad done jnore than once in the 
preceding campaigns; he feems to ha^'e ex¬ 
changed qualities with, his antagonill, and 
to have, adopted the plilegni as well as the 
caution of Dauu. This verliitility, wdiich is 
not the leaft wonderful feature of his charac ¬ 
ter, proved the prefervation of Silefia, and of 
the Pruffian Mcmarchy. Both muft have b(?en 
loll by a fitlle liep,orb \ an a^l of imprudence. 

On the other hand, the Court of Vienna 
and the commanders of tiie Auftrian forces, 
by not adopting the moll vigorous mea- 
fures at this period of the war, were 
guilty .of an unpardonable error. They 
could not be ignorant that their ally the 
Jihnprels of Ib;fiia was in a very precarious 
ftatc of health ; tltev knew that her d(iath 


w'oiild at leaft diffidve the union between the 
two Crowns; and that the acceflion of the 
' Crreat.Duke h-yr nephew would convert the 
ilulSims into open enemies. Under fuck 

circiun^ 
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circuniftances, it feems obvious that Daun 
(hould ha^ c forced the King to an a^tion^ 
let the obftack'S have been ever ib great, or 
the chances ever fo unequal; fince a iingle 
vi6i:orv over him would have* terminated tho 
conteft. But, tliough Maria Tlierefa's forces 
were joined by the Rtiffians not far from 
Broflaw ; fo ably and achantageonlly did 
Frederic chafe his polition, that Daun never 
ventured to attack him in his camp near 
Srliweidnilz. While his brother Prince 
IJonrv, with inferior ibrees defended Saxony 
and Brandeuburgh: tbe King Imffled all the 
efforts of Daun to bring on a general engage^ 
rnent, and finally cowjK'lled his Miifeovitc 
allies to retire into Poland, uirhout effecting 
any material obje^l in favour of the common 
caufe. If l^nndohii had iiot {)aiily fnppUed 
Dauns inaeiivity, the camjvaign of T 7 ( 5 i 
would prefent a blank completely <k ftit?Ue of 
events : but, neither Frederic s activity nor 
his \ igilence however unremittedf could ’pre-* 
vent that able General, the fcourge of Pru®a, 
from at once forming and executing an eriter- 
prize, in which we are at a lofs whether 

admire 



MEMOIRS or THE 


106 

admire moft his audacity, his rapidity, or his 
fuccefe. Schweidnitz, the moft important 
fortrefs in all Silefia, defended by a numerous 
garrifon,and commanded by a general officer 
of approved capacity, fell into the hands of 
theAuftrians. Laudohn having unexpe&edly 
marched with the velocity of lightning to at¬ 
tack it on the firft of 06i:ober,inftantly planted 
his ladders againft the walls; and defpifing the 
ordinary forms of a fiege, carried it by ftorm, 
at the point of the bayonet, in three hours. 

So unexpected a dlfaftcr feemed to prefage 
the approaching fall of the King himfelf, 
which every thing announced to be imminent 
and almoft inevitable.,diaries the Twelfth s 
fttuation after his defeat at Piiltowa, was 
hardly more defperate than that of Frederic, 
towards the clofe of 1761. Another cam¬ 
paign, according to all appearances, muft have 
laid him entirely at the mercy of the vaft 
combination which had determined his 
deftruCtion. Maria Therefa, mittrefs of 
Schweidnitz and of Glatz, already anticipat¬ 
ed the reftoration of all Silefia; while the 
various Princes and States of Germany, whom 

Frederic 
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Frederic had either injured or attacked, im¬ 
patiently waited for the accomplifliment of 
thjir refpe^tivc expe6bxtioiis, in the divilion 
of his doininions. Such was^ tlie critical and 
iilmoli hopeiefs condition of his affairs, when 
the death of Elizabeth, Empreis of RuHia, 
^ook place. 

That Princefs, Frederic’s implacable ene¬ 
my, expired at Peterlbiirgh, of a diltemper 
accelerated by her intemperance, on the fifth 
of January, 1762. Her nejdiewand fuccef- 
for, Peter the Third, who had fecretly labour¬ 
ed during feveral years to impede the progreft 
of the Ruffian armies, inftantly manifefted 
without dilgiiife, the \iolcntprcdile6lioii that 
he had long nourilhed for his PmHian Majef- 
ty; a partiality which rofe to adoration. Not 
content with leparating his forces from thofe 
of Maria Therefa, he a8:ed as her' avowed 
enemy, and as the auxiliary of Frederic. 
His reign w'as indeed Ihort, and its termi¬ 
nation tragical: But, the great principle of 
political connexion between Mufeovy and 
Auftria, which had fubfifted under Eliza¬ 
beth, was not the lefs dillblved. Catherine 
the Second^ who fucceeded Peter, though 

ihe 
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{he by no means adopted the intemperate 

zeal of her hulband in favour of Pruffia, 
was too wife a.s w ell as too magnanimous* 

to Yefume the perional aniniolities of Eliza¬ 
beth. She withdrew her troops altogether 
from the contell, almoit as foon as {he 
afeended llie throiie. Sweden, wearied 
with a w^ar in which flie had lolt her mili¬ 
tary reputation, without reaping the Imallefl 
augmentation of tc^rritory, hud previoully 
concluded a feperate peace with the Court 
of Berlin. 

Thus liberated from two of his numerous 
opponents, the King in 1762 became fuperior 
to Daun in the field ; more liowcver, as it 
would feem, by the energy of his chara6ler5 
and the {yftematic caution of the Imperial 
General, than from any other circumftance. 
In face of the Auilrian army, Frederic even 
ventured 10 lay regular fjcge to Schweidnitzj 
which, after a long and gallant defence* 
protra6led to the iail extremity, furren- 
dered, notwdlhftariding every effort made 
for its relief. With the battle of Frey- 
berg, terminated the Seventh and laft cam-* 
paigh of this long .and fanguinary wari 
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ail a6lion in which neither the King, nor 
Daun, nor Laudohn, had any ftiare. The 
honour of the day was exclulively referved 
for Prince Henry of Pruffia, to whom his 
lirothor conftantly intruded the arduous 
tafk of repelling the enemy on the Saxon 
frontier.' Having attacked the combined 
forces of Auftria and tiie Eifipire, on the 
2gth of October, he obtained a brilliant 
vi< 5 lory. Frederic, who, juftly alanned for 
his fafety, was in full march to his affiftance 
did not arrive till the day after the engage¬ 
ment Thofe perfons who fee his chara6ler 
and a6tions through an unfavorable medium, 
aflfert that he has‘never forgiven Prince 
Henry for having fo glorioufly clofed the 
war, without waiting to admit a participator 
in his fuccefs. 

The Pruffian troops, elevated by their 
advantages, once more re-entered Bohemia, 
Irom which they had been fo long expelled; 
while detached parties ravaged tlie circle of 
Franconia, ranfomed the city of Nureir- 
berg, and fpread confternation over every 
part of the German empire. In this fitua- 
“ VOL, I. P tiou* 
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tion, Maria Therelii, abandoned by RulVia 
and by Sweden, deriving little or no aflift- 
ance from Fmnce, and unable to extend pro- 
te6lion to her own dominions, wasneccffitated 
to have recourfe to negotiation. After feveii 
campaigns, and after fuftaining the riulelt 
fliocks of adverfe fortune, Frederic was ftiU 
not only capable of reliftance, but in a dale 
to aCl every where offenfively. Of all their 
conquefts, Glatz alone, together with a por¬ 
tion of the Dut(hy of Cleves remained in 
pofleflion of the Auftrians. It was requifite 
to facriliee them, in order to induce the 
enemy to evacuate Saxony, which unfor¬ 
tunate country liad fcv€rely fulfered for the 
political conne6lions of its Sovereign, arai 
liis fteady adherence to the Houfe of Auftriij, 
Thefe confiderations imperioufly dictated 
the peace of Hubcrtiburgh, which reftored 
tranquillity to the north of Europe iu the 
beginning of 1763. Silefia, the principal 
object of conteft, remained entire to the 
Prulfian monarchy; and fcarcely a foot of 
territory was loft or gained on either fide by 
a war, which had not only caufed fo vaft an 

effufionr 
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efiilfion of blood, but which threatened more 
than once the fubverfion of the prefent poli¬ 
tical fyftem of Europe. 

When w^e confider the long reliftance 
made by a Prince fo inferior in political 
ftrength to his antagonifts; when we appre¬ 
ciate his military efforts, and compare them 
with his apparent refourccs, we cannot juftly 
refufe to him our hi«:heft admiration. He is 
not merely great when crowTied with fucceis. 
His reveries and defeats, his errors and 
misfortunes, contribute to elevate him in 
our opinion. We follow him with eagernefs^ 
as well as anxiety, through all the traniitions 
of war; and we fob him with exultation 
emerge again into daylight from his compli¬ 
cated diftrefs. His fortitude, under circum- 
fiances of almoft unparalleled depreffion, 

' excites aftonilhment blended with refpeft. 
Charles the Tw'clfth was little more than a 
fuccefsful madman, deftitute of fyftem, im¬ 
pelled by blind animofity, and incapable of 
repairing his faults* After elevating his 
country to a tranfitory point of political 
greatnefs in tlie fcale of Europe, he pre- 
^ p 2 cipitated 
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cipitated the S\vedc\s into lafting poverty and 
oblivion. But Frederic knoMS how to pre- 
ferve, as well as how to comjuer. During 
a war of fiich duration, marked in many of 
its ftages by unprecedented calamities, he 
neither impo\'criihed, nor even greatly de¬ 
populated his dominions. They are now 
admitted to be more flouriftiing and better 
cultivated, than at any period lince his 
accehion. It is true that his policy is not 
always the niofl upright, beneficent, or 
confonant to the dictates of human!tj^ 
And however neceffily, which has been 
jiiftly termt'd the plea of tyrants, may 
fometimes feem to atc|uit him; it is an 
acquittal w ith which Princes liich as Trajan 
would not be fatisfied. 

His treatment of the Saxons during the 
late war, fcarcely admits of any jufiification, 
and will, I truft, have no imitators. I do not 
merely alliKle to the fu6t of his immuring the 
pi’incipaj inhabitants of Drcfden in a public 
building, wdiere they were detained till they 
had raifed a heavy contribution, and had 
afterwards drawn bills on their correlbond- 

en#. 
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ents in various parts of Europe. Nor do 

1 confider his c:tu(iu2: the fuburbs of that 

beautiful city to be dt ilroyed, in order to 

fecure it againft the approach of tlie Aul- 

trians; as meriting any fevere condemnation- 

Thefe acts, however harlh, may be in tV 

great meafiire jidtified ])y military necenity. 

But, there are others imputable to Frederic, 

over which no cafuiitry cim throw a glofs. 

Whatever might ha\t^ hvnn done by Attila 

or by Genfi'ric. Neiuher llie laws of nations, 

nor tbofe of niod(n'n war, allow of tranfpor- 

tinir the male and femalt^ rnamita(S U(‘rs of a 

('oiKjiiered date, ivito iIk' dominions of the 

invader. This infraction of naliiral iuitice 

* ^ 

was neverthelefs committed at Mcilh'ii in 
Saxony; a niace famous for tlie fabric of 
porcelain, fb generally admired under tin; 
name of Drefden China. All the bell artids 
forcibly fent to Berlin, w ere there compelled, 
during life, to continue their labours, and 
to exert their talents, for the profit of a 
Sovereign, tlie inveterate eiieiri}" of their 
country. They, and their defcendanls, or 
jheir fcholars, who are dill here, have be- 

r 3 


<‘onw* 



MEMOIRS OF THE 


214 

come the involuntary denizens of another 
foil, the fubje6ls of Frederic the Second. 

Hundreds of Saxon young women, car¬ 
ried off by violence from their paternal cot¬ 
tages, were fent into the remoteft provinces 
of the Pruflian Monarchy, and theirniatched 
with hufbands provided for them by the 
State. The rape of the Sabines in anti¬ 
quity, feems to be the bell precedent for 
fiich treatment. In rompliance with the 
fame fyftem of policy, numbers of the 
Saxon youth, either taken in arms, or 
diTigged from the dorneflic occupations of 
hulbandry, were obliged to enter into the 
Pruffian fervice, and \o carry deftru6tiori 
into the bofom of their native country. 
The Romans, it is true, in the decline of 
the empire, incorporated into their legions 
the Barbarian youth of the Rhine and the 
Danube. But, they never forced the Par- 
thians, or the Huns taken in battle, to bear 
arms agalnft their own Sovereign, inftead of 
fighting for his caufe. Such an experi¬ 
ment might even be accounted dangerous 
under a variety of afpedls ; but, Frederic pof- 
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feffes the iecret of dire^Ving and regulating 
a machine, which in common hands would 
probably be fatal to its inventor. His army 
unlike tlie military force of other Princes, 
is compofed in peace as well as in war, of 
many difcordant and h<^terogencous mate¬ 
rials. Every European StaU^froni Spain to 
Rnfiia inchdive, may be faid to contribute 
to'vards its formal ion. Poland, Germany, 
Holland, DnimiarL, but above all, France 
furnilh him with rerniils. The French alone 


in his lervice may be always eftimaled at 
five-and-twenty thou fa nd men. 

Neitlierlhal patriotic' fentiment wbicli \vc 
denominate the lo^e of onr country, nor 
evi'ii the principle of loyally to tlio Sove¬ 
reign, ronlFitnte inrlec'd, here the general 
bails of military difciplino at\d adherence. 


Frederic contents hinifelf with fnbililnlintr 


in their j)lace other uiotives of a<^tion, l(ds 


volimtury and Icfs honourable, hut equally 
ctHcacious. How, in fa^l, can the native, of 


Gafeony, of Podolia, or of Siiabia, entrap¬ 
ped or led need into a foreign fervice, and 
^detained in it by force, be animated witli 

1*4 pat riot ifm, 
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patriotlfm, affe6iion, or even a fenfe of alle¬ 
giance ? It is enough ‘if he does not deteft 
the Prince and the State for whom he draws 
the trigger, or puflies the bayonet. Aware 
of this original defefl in the conflitution of 
his military force, the King has rccourfe to 
other modes of maintaining and recruiting 
his army. Never, perha][)S, did human 
ability, in veiled with unlimited power, exert 
fo much ingenuity indcUuning its captives ; 
for, in that light, the far great(,'r part of the 
foreign troops mud be conlidercd. This 
city, as well as Potzdam, is deliitute of for¬ 
tifications ; but, both are fijrrounded with 
a ftrong wall, or ftoccade, one of the prin¬ 
cipal obje6ts of which is to prevent delertion. 
With a view to increale the difficulties at¬ 
tending it, all the fentinels on guard arc 
commonly placed cither two togetlier, or at 
fo fraall a diftance from each other, as to 
render it impra6ticable to defert without 
being perceived. Tlie line of fentinels being 
double, one without the other; and the fol- 
diers being called over every two hours ; it 
feems nearly impoflible to get, undifeovered, 
1 to! 
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to any conliderablc diftance. If, however, 
by good fortune or by l*{>eed, they ftiould 
efre6t it, guns are inliuntly lired, to Ipread 
the alarm throughout the country. The 
pcaiants, on hearing the (ignal, are obliged 
to rife, in order to Secure the unfortunate fu¬ 
gitive ; and they are even perfonaily in- 
lerefted in his recajjture, as tliey muft fur- 
niih a fubltitute in I lie place of any foldier 
who efcapes. Yet, in dc’fiance of thefe, and 
liniiliir precautions, fuch arc; the attractions 
of fretjdom, and the impatience of bondage, 
that every night attempts are made to delcrt. 
I he frontiers of Saxony are fo near, that 
they may be reaelied from Potzdam in the 
jpaee of three or four hours. 

The prodigious proportion of foreigners 
in the fervicc of Frederic, renders it matter 
of calculation at the commencement of a 
war, whether one or two campaigns may 
not lie principally fupported at their ex- 
jience, w ith a comjiaratively llender facri- 
hce of nalive Pruflians. By tlms fparing 
the lilood of his own fubjeCts, and referving 
jhem for fubfequent emergencies, the King 


IS 
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5s enabled to fuftain the fii'ft fliock of liofii- 
litles, without materially afteeting the in¬ 
ternal Induflry, ciilrivation, or population of 
his dominions. This is nevertlielefs a dan¬ 
gerous inftmmcnt, which may recoil upon its 
Inventor, unlcfs fuperintended with ecpial 
vigilance and dexterity. Tlie bayonet is 
generally admitted to be a weapon mon^ 
formidable than the mufket : but, if it is to 


be feared that the foldier 


wants adherence 


to the Prince for whom he fights, its very 
advantages become matter of appr^dieiifion. 
Whole platoons, w hen once mingled pi.dl-rnejl 
with the cn(‘my, may throw down tlieir 
arms, or delerl to the o])pofite. fide : a cir- 
eumfiance wholly impoftible to tak<' place, 
while the fin' is kept up at a diiianee he- 
tween two advj?rfe l)odi(‘s of troops. This 
is a delicate point on whieh to explain my- 
felftoo ckiarly ; hut it is thoroughly under- 

a, 

flood here, by every man acquainltd with 

the formation of the Prufliaii army. 

^ « 

Tlie Jews, who ever fiuee the time of 


Adrian, have always manifetled the moftde- 
cided inaptitude and antipathy to war, have 

iievertheleft^' 
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neverthelcfs attracted the attention of Fre-* 
derlc, as capable of being made fiiblervient 
to the general protection or defence. After 
the partition of Poland, li\e years ago, find¬ 
ing that there was a very confide ruble pro¬ 
portion of them refident in the traCt of terri¬ 
tory which fell to his ftiare, he determined 
to embody them, and to inftruCt them in the 
fcience of arms. They vainly remonftrated 
to His Mu jefiy, tliat M^ar was neither analo¬ 
gous to their national genius, nor agreeable 
to tlieir private feelings. A corps of fe- 
veral thoufand was formed, compelled to 
learn the manual exercife, and palled in re¬ 
view. But, fiu li w;^ found to be on trial, 
their infurmountable difinclluation to bear 
arms, that after many vain endeav^ours, they 
w<Te finally broken and dilbanded. The 
abhorrence of the peafants towards them 
being fo violent, that it was apprehended the 
Jews might be mafiacred or pillaged, in paf- 
liiig through the villages, to regain their 
relpeClive homes; an efcort of Cavalry was 
therefore ordered to conduCb them in fafety 
back to their abodes. I believe it is the 
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only attempt of the kind, wliich has been 
yet made in omr times, to bring Jews into 
the field; and having w'holly failed in fuch 
able hands, we may conjefinre that it will 
not be fpeedily repeated by other Princes 
or States, 

No Sovereign, ancient or modern, has 
ever better known how to awaken, and to 
animate in his caufe, the variitv as well as 
the pride of the foldier. In all his writings, 
in all his addrefies to them, he calls them by 
the endearing epitlietsof “Mescavaliers, mes 
enfans, mes camarades." Thefe appellations, 
though they mean nothing in effect, yet pro¬ 
duce a powerful fenfdlion on thcj human 
mind, and tend to make fume amends for 
the w'ant of more folid benefils or remune¬ 
rations. There is, in fiici, 1 believe, no 


eftablifliment in the Pruffiau dominions, 
precifely refembling thofe of Chelfea, or of 
Greenwich among us, to w Inch the inva¬ 
lided or the wounded foldier may retire, after 


having pafled his life in the active fervice of 


the State. The veteran niuft depend, in a 


great meafure, on the King^s ability, inch 


nation. 
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nation, and opportunity of providing for 
liim, when he can no longer carry amis. 
His Majefly s revenues, perhaps, are not 
fuffirlently ample to enable him however ar- 
tiently lie may wiih it, to furniili adequate 
Iliads for age^ and infirmity, in every inftance. 
Detration has indeed accufed him of not 
dell ring to maintain any troops, except fuch 
as are capable of appearing in the field : but, 
1 believe the inliiiuation to be no lefs malig¬ 
nant, than it is void of foundation. Fre- 
tieri<* underftands too ^^ell liis real intereft, 
ever to treat with cruelty or iid'enfibility 
the fnpporlers of liis owi. greatnels, the in- 
Itrnnieiits and eonipiwlions of his viiHories. 

Fiftee-n yeavs have now lu^arly elapfed 
flnce the concliiiion of the ])eaco of Hu- 
bertlburg : and it is matter of curious fpe- 
ciilation, whether in eafe of a new^ rupture, 
the Prulhan troops will maintain the afeend- 
ancy over tiiofe of Auftria, which, all cir- 
cuniltances confidered, they had inconteft- 
ably acquired during the courie of the laft 
w ar. This is however, a queltion not likely 
to be fpeedily refolved, as appearances feem 

to 
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to indicate a long continuance of the calm 
enjoyed by Germany. Silefia, to the re- 
fumption of which the Court of Vienna for¬ 
merly looked with ceafelefs anxiety, is now 
confirmed to Prulfia by time and long pre- 
fcription; The King, who begins to feel 
the preffure of age, muft neceflarily wiih ra¬ 
ther to fecure, than to augment, the grandeur 
of his houfe. Content with having ere6i:ed 
fo vaft a fabrick, his ambition will probably 
be fatisfied with devolving it entire to his 
fucceflbr. 
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Jlei'lcxv of the Prujian Hijlory, previous to the 
Accrffion of Frederic the Second—Marriage 
of that Prince.—^uecn of Priffia.—Charader 
and Death of IVilUam Augvjius^ the late 
Prince Royal.—His Difpofiiion and ^Hualities. 
—Severity exercifed towards him by the Kuig. 
—Princefs Rojjal. — Chai'acler., and Expec¬ 
tations formed of Frederic tVilliam.—Prince 
Henry of Prajjia.—His Talents and Services, 
—Princefs Amelia. —Prince Ferdinand of 
Prvjjia, 


Beulim, ember'id, 1777. 



tlic period wln^n this powerful Mo¬ 
narchy, which now occupies fo diitiii- 
gullhed a rank among the Stales of Euro})e, 
was onlv^ a Genuaii Eleciorate, whole 
Sovereiirn was Duke of Prullia. It would 
however be unjuft to attribute to the 
talents, or even to the victories of the pre- 
"'fent King excluilvely, fo extraordinary 
e/lH rapid an aggrandizement. The Pruf- 
fian greatneis is the w^ork of four fuccelJive 

Princes, 
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Princes, who, in the fpace of near a hundred 
and forty years, availing themfelves of a 
variety of circumftances, have elevated their 
houfe to its actual ftate. Frederic William, 
commonly denominated in hiftory, “ the 
Great Ele6ior," laid the foundations by his 
wifdom, valor, and policy. In the courle 
of near half a century, his able adminiflration 
repaired the calamities of the preceding 
reign; emancipated the Dukedom of PrulTia 
from its feudal homage to the Crown and 
Republic of Poland; introduced arts, manu- 
laSures, and civilization among his fubje6ls ; 
and rendered*the Electors of Brandenburgh 
the moft powerful Prirfees of the North, un¬ 
der the rank of crowned heads. When 
thefe faCis are confidered, one cannot be 
furprifed .at the eulogiums conferred on 
him by his prefent Majefty, in his writings; 
nor at the popular veneration with which 
his name and actions are always mentioned 
in this country. 

The vanity of the fon continued and 
embellifted the fabrick, raifed by the ta¬ 
lents of the father. Oftentation, rather 

than 
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than a wife and enlarged ambition, probably 
Simulated Frederic the Firft to procure the 
exchange of his ele6loral bonnet for a royal 
crown: but, it may be juftly doubted j whether 
the deepeft and moft fuccefeful policy could 
have eventually contributed fo much to the 
elevation of his family. Whatever degree of 
contempt has been thrown on his charaSer 
by the prefent King his grandfon, he has 
always appeared to me to have juftly chal¬ 
lenged the gratitude of his pofterity. His 
perfonal deformity, his love of expenfive 
Ihew, and his puerile attachment to fiivour- 
ites, are all expofed with feverity, in the 
^ Memoirs of the Houfe of Brandenburgh.” 
If, however, we confult other fources of in¬ 
formation, we fliall fee him depictured as 
magnificent, liberal, and humane. It is thus 
that Pollnitz has defcribed him; and it is in 
thefe colors that I have heard him mention¬ 
ed by perfons here, whofe fathers occupied 
diftinguiflied places in his Court. 

To Frederic the Firft fucceeded his fon, 
Frederic William, the moft harlh and unt 

VoZf. I. Q amiable 
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amiable of Princes, whofe principal felicity 
feemed to confift in forming and difciplin- 
ing a giant regiment of guards, the wonder 
of his own people, and the ridicule of foreign 
nations. Parlimonious in every other arti- 
tide of pleafure,and an enemy to all expence, 
he retained about him no trace of his father’s 
fplendor. Terrible in his anger, inflexible in 
his prejudices, and inexorable in his refent- 
ment, he puniihed the tmnfgreflions of his 
fubjefts, and even of his children, with un¬ 
exampled feverity. His fucceflbr, the prefent 
King, narrowly efcapedthe fate of Don Carlos 
in Spain, and of the Czarowitz Alexis inRuffia, 
for a fault which merited only paternal re- 
prehenfion. To the interpofition of the late 
Emperor Charles the Sixth, whofe daughte* 
he fince defpoiled of Silefla, Frederic wa| 
nently indebted for his pardon and his life. 
Itmuftbeconfefled that over this tranfadion, 
as well as over many other cenfiipable parts 
of Frederic William’s conduft, IBs fon has 
thrown the veil of filial piety and decorum, 
in all his ; while he avows the 

indeliUe 
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indelible obligations due to his father’s 
economy, his policy, and his attention to 
promote the profperity of his fubje^. 

The private felicity of his fon did not form 
equally an object of his endeavours; for no 
fooner had he releafed the Prince Royal from 
a long and rigorous confinement to which he 
was fentenced in the Citadel of Cuftrin, thanhe 
was compelled by his father to contraft a mar¬ 
riage altogether contrary to his inclinations. 
Frederic William’s choice having fallen on 
the Princefs Elizabeth Chriftina of Brunfwic 
Wolfenbultle,the nuptials were folemnized in 
June 1733; but his parental authority, how¬ 
ever rigorous or defpdtic, never could enforce 
the confummation of the marriage. She re¬ 
mains, it is fuppofed, a msuden Queen. At 
the time of her union withhisprefentMajefty, 
Ihe neverthelefs polTefled perfonal charms of 
the moll captivating kind, w hich might well 
have aw'akened delire, if not excited attach¬ 
ment. She had not completed her eight¬ 
eenth year, and to a very fine complexion 
ihe added a graceful and elegant figure. 
But, thefe attractions had no influence cr«R(r 

‘Q s her 
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lier vho m^nifefted for her 9 ii in- 

f^inpountable indiffereijce, which he y{ps at 
little p^ns to cpnceal* His difinclination to¬ 
wards the Princefs^ wa^ augmented by his 
cpntfippt of her underftanding. As the match 
had baen on his part from the beginning al¬ 
together, involuntary, doubts of its legal vali¬ 
dity might have been ftarted not without 
fome reafon. It was even commonly fuppof- 
ed throughout Germany, that on Frederic 
William's dpath^ and his own acceflion to the 
throne, he would avail himfelf of the pretext 
of compuhion; either by immediately difown- 
ing her as his wife, or by procuring a divorce. 

Frederic not hoi^evcr, manifefted the 
flighteft difpofition to break the matrimonial 
fetters impofed on him by the late King, nor 
has he difcovered any anxiety to tranfmit 
the Crown tp a lineal fuccelTor, Whether 
a fenfe of honor, refpeft to the memory of 
his predeceflbr, or other motives of a per- 
fonal nature, difficult and delicate to ex-* 


plain, may have contributed mofl to pro¬ 
duce his acquiefcence, it is not pafy to fay 


with. cmlamty. 


One of his firft a^ 
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to acknowledge her publicly as QSeen of 
Pruffia; but, &tisfied with that recogni¬ 
tion, he went no further. During four* 
and-forty years which have lince elapfbd, 
he has uniformly treated her with eRtemsS 
refpeCt, civility, and coldnefs. In the 
beginning of his reign, when they frecpiCn^ 
ly appeared together on public occsCfiOnS, 
the Quecii, naturally timid, felt herfelf 
fo much overawed by the confdioufiiefs 
of her own inferiority of underflanding, 
added to her huiband's negleft; that if by 
accident lie addrelTed his difeourfe to 
her at table, flie burft into tears, and 
was incapable of^ i^ply* This condu^, 
far from exciting any emotion of concc'rn 
or coinpaflion in his bofom, oftly aug^ 
mented his diflike: a fentim'ent which de¬ 
rived ftrength from the comparifon between 
her and the two Oueens of Pruffia, het 
immediate predeceffors, who were both 
very fuperior women. Sophia Chariotte, 
wife of Frederic the Firft, the frfend and 
correfpondent of Leibnitz, cultivated letters 
philofopby as the heft companions of 

Q 3 the 
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the throne, and the greateft confolations 
of human life. The late Queen enjoyed to 
the time of her death, >vhen (he was more 
than ieventy, the a£[e61ionate attachment 
of her family and her fubje6b. Both were 
Princefles of Hanover; one the After, atid 
the other the daughter of George the Firft, 
'King of En^nd. Frederic has immor- 
taHzed the memory of the firft Chieen of 
Fruftia, in Hs writings; and he found 
leifure even in the midft of his greateft 
public difficulties, to pay the tribute of 
filial affefition td the virtues of the fecond. 
She died dfily ten days after the memorable 
defeat at Colin, in Junc^ i757» leaving her 
fon and the Pruflian Monarchy itfelf in the 
moft perilous crifis. 

The prefent Queen is little known be¬ 
yond the limits of Berlin, or the palace of 
Charlottenburg, to which fhe commonly 
reps^rs in fummer. She enjoys indeed the 
name and honors of royalty; but, her life 
is melandioly,' uniform, and inilpid. Nor 
- are her appointments adequate to fuftain-» 
ing the repre^ntation of a Sovereigq,j^ 
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manner becoming her dignity. However 
limited may be her talents, Ihe meri^from 
her amiable qualities and virtues, the attadl- 
ment which is univerfally paid to her. Age ; 
and knowledge of the world have inienfibly 
correfted her natural timidity; but, with her 
hiilband ftie has fcarcely any except a nomi- * 
nul conne6tion. Equally a ftranger to his 
pains and to his pleafures, altogether cxclud* 
ed from his confidence or fociety, flie fees 
him only in his occafionol \ifits to the capi* 
tul, in common with every other perfon 
about the Court. 

It is no lefs true than incredible, that 
in the courfe of near* half a century, which 
has clapfed fincc her arrival here, flie 
never has been either at Potzdom, or at 
** Sans Souci."' The mmrtihcation of fuch 
an excluiion is augmented by the prefe* 
rence ftiewn to all the other PiinceiTes of 
the Royal Family, who have been repeat¬ 
edly there, at the King's invitation. It is 
true that fomc years ago. Prince Ferdi- 
. nsind of Brunfwic her brother being arrived- 

Q4 at 
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at Berlin, his Majefty acquainted him 
i>y letter, that if he had a wifti to vifit 
Potzcfeui,, and “ Sans Souci,” orders were 
to. Jhew him every thing deferving 
his attention. Frederic, who was juft 
fatting out for Silefia, added, that ‘‘the 
‘‘ Queen, if Ihe pleafed, might accompany 
‘‘ him/*- But, wannly, as ihe deiired to 
gratify her curiofity, by the fight of a place 
fo interefting, Ibe difdained to accept the 
permilfion. “ If,” faid Ihe, “ his Majefty 
does not deign to invite me to liis palace, 
when he is there in perfon, 1 will not 
profit of his abfence to vifit it.” In con- 
fequence of her adherence to this deter- 
luii^tion, her brother went there alone^ 

The late King Frederic William was 
Cjytrried off by a droply> while Hill , in the 
vigor of his age, leaving behind him a 
numerous family. His fecond fon, Wil¬ 
liam Auguftus is no more; but, it is in 
lus line, that the crown will probably be 
perpetuated. He was the handfomeft 
Pjrince of the Royal Houfe, of agreeable 

n^ne| 
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manners, and of an amiable charaSer; 
though in talents civil us well as miUtaiyy 
and in ftrength of mind, he could 
be compared with the King, nor with hi% 
younger brother Henry. His lather l^le6te<i 
for him another Princefs of the family of 
Brunfwic, Louifa Amelia, fitter to the prefent 
Queen of Pniflia; but William Auguftus was 
not diftinguilhed either by his continence 
before marriage, or by his fidelity to the 
nuptial bed. Unlike Frederic in that partir' 
cular he manifefted a decided paflion fiar the 
pleafures of love; and his gallantries witii. 
women of diftlnftion, were no left public tliaa 
they were numerous.* Carried off by a pre- 
mature death, in the midtt of the great war 
thatfeemedto menace die dettrufiiionvofthe 
Pruffian Monarchy, the event of which he is^ 
faid to have deprecated,; he had not the iati»> 
fa6lion to witnefs the tj iumphant manner jas 
which it was terminated. He exphed iixjdif^ 
grace, at the age of thirlyJix, fcarcely mom 
than nineteen years ago; andhis«nd;ifrjuftfyi 
,fuppofed to havo been accelerated, if hot 

occaiioned 
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occaiioned by the poignancy of Iris own 
to which he fell a facrifice. 

After the memorable defeat which his 
Pruffian Bilajefty fuftained at Colin, in June 
1757, he was obliged, as we have feen, to 
retire with precipitation tow ards the confines 
of Saxony. In this critical fituation, hav¬ 
ing haftily raifed the fiege of Prague, he 
thought proper to divide his forces; en- 
tmftihg to his brother William Auguftus 
a confiderable corps, w'hich was pofted in 
one of the northern circles of Bohemia. 
Frederic, whofe maxim has always been, 
that an army a6iing on the defenlive in 
an enemy's country, melts away by de- 
:fertion and by ficknefs, more rapidly than by 
by the iword; enjoined his brother to fpare 
HQ efforts, in order to impede the progrefs 
of the Auftrians, who were advancing 
rapidly into Lufatia. In his inftruClions 

be added, that it would be better at all 
* 

events to lofe his foldiers in attacking and 
baraifing Daun, than to fuffer them to 
moulder away in retreating before a yjc-. 

torioua 
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torious General. Whether from xmxt of 
military (kill, or as othtir perfons liisio. 
ailert, from inferiority in numbers, and m 
the quality of the troops under his ' 
mand; it is certain that the Prince did not 
execute the commiffiongivGnhim^inafatis^ 
factory manner. Daun having paOTed him 
and got into his rear, entered Lufatia,ivheio 
he bombarded the town of Zittau* The 
King inftantly difmifled William Auguftus 
from his fervice; would liften to no juftifr 
cation or explanations; and when they met^ 
he contemptuoufly turned away his horfe'’^ 
head from the unfortunate objeft of his re* 
fentment. On the Erince's attempting to , 
excufe and to juftify his conduCt, “ Si je vous 
“ traitois commc vous meritez,” anfweiBd 
Frederic with indignation, je vous ferois 
decapiter; et j enverrois votre tete k tous 
** les Generaux de mon armee.*' . Ho was ^ 
immediately ordered to retire; and he died in 
June 1758, about a year afterwards, of the 
mod incuTable of all maladies,abroken hear);* . 
ia the prime of life. The King» engaged at 

that 
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that time iatheardaousenterprize ofOImutz, 
!w)»ch demanded all his attention,had fcarce- 
ieifure, or perhaps difpofition, to regret 
Um* He left one fqn, named Frederic 
•William, who is heir to the Pruflian Mo- 
nar^y; befdes a daughter, ihe prefent 
Princefs of Orange. His widow fiiil fur- 
▼ives, and refides at Berlin; but, ihe h as 
little diftinguifhed by Fredjric/s notice, as 
her lifter the Queen. They both paft their 
livee-in obfcurity, and» ei her the one nor 1 he, 
ntber will ever occupy a confpiruous place 
in the annals of the houfe of rrandenburgli. 

Thofe who, from whatever motive, des 
firous of change, eagerly anticipate a new 
leign; and many of iL.u df/'eriphon ar lo 
be found here; contemplate vviiJi ploul’uie 
the charafier as well as fiiialituof Mic 
Pzinoe Royal of Pruffia. He is juft thirty- 
thme years of age, full fix feet in height, 
and of a vigorous frame of body: in liis early 
, pmuth he was of atliin habit, but he now in*' 
(dines to corpulency. His countenance, open, 
gracious, and engaging, indicates more 

bene- 
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beneficence of heart, than it exprefles fupe- 
riority of mind. His figure, fer exceeding 
the pr portions of ordinary men, may be* 
termed athktic, md aln.oft Herculean. If 
he were habited in the Ikia of the Nema&an 
Lion le would convey no in 
of the fon of Jupiter aiul idcrn^ina. Forrried 
fc a camp, more ihaii for a drawing-room, 
lie has the franivand martLi air of a loldier, 
rather than the polilhcd manners of a 
Prince. Of a robult co^lllcUtion, and inured 
to hardAiips, he has been, from bis child¬ 
hood, little accuftomed to the luxury, 
which frequently in other countries fur- 
ToUiitlb nerfbns uf royal birth. Bred in the 
uiioc! * ’ Polztlam, under the fevere and* 


adequate idea 


rcnlii.eal ‘ofTieCtiou of the King his uncle,' 
hct has p* 4.icril< d the moft implicit obediencel 
Early taught to defend the Crown, wImcIi 
is one day to defcend to him, he haft 


pafled through ail the fubordinate milit^y ■ 
ranks, up to that of Major-General in thia' 
Pruffian fervice, which he now 


The difcipline to which every other officer 


ift 
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is fubje6ted, fuffers no relaxation for the 
Heir Apparent. He dares not abfent him- 
felf from his duty, or be remifs in its 
diicbarge, without incurring the higheft 
lefratment of his Sovereign, difplayed in 
the moft public manner. Every morning, 
m winter, no lefs than in fummer, he is 
to be found on the parade, before the 
palace of Potzdam; nor can he even leave 
that place, except by ftcalth, to vifit Ber¬ 
lin, unlefs by exprefs pcrmiflion from the 
King. Few Princes, who are probably 
deiHned to reign, have been treated in their 
youth with fo much rigour* 

If the heir to the Crown is by no means 
endowed with the abilities of Frederic, or 
of Prince Henry, his two uncles; he is, 
on the other hand, admitted to poflefs a 
Iblid and enlarged underftanding. His 
mental qualities are certainly neither bril¬ 
liant nor impofing; but, they are far from 
being inadequate to the arduous fituation 
whibh he is by and by to occupy. In 
King he has had conftantly before his 

eyes 
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eyes the greateft model of fuccelsfiir am¬ 
bition and of fuperior capacity, which any 
age can produce. His mind has been im¬ 
proved, if not by tlie ftudy of polite letters, 
at leaft by an acquaintance with taftics and 
the fcience of war; nor is he deficient in 
more liberal branches of knowledge and in¬ 
formation. He pofleffes the ineftimable ad\’an- 
tage of having been initiated from his cradle, 
into the fyftcm of thePruffiaii adminiftration, 
finances, and policy. Having already at¬ 
tained to a rij)e age, it is lefs probable that he 
will be led into excelles of pleafure or pro- 
fufion, whenever he fliall afeend the throne. 
The fiibrick of the PruffiangreatneCs has been 
conltru6led by a mafter-haiid, wdiich has 
long preferved it; nor are the lame talents 
requilite for maintaining, as for erecting the 
edifice. Only fuch a King as the prelent, 
perhaps, could have conquered and retained 
Silefia, or could have acquired Polifli PrulTia: 
but, a much inferior Prince in energy or 
vigilence, may be able to keep poflelfioif of 

thenSf 
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when tranimitted to him in peaceful 
fucceffion. 

Unfortunately the Heir Apparenthas never 
been perfonally acceptable to, nor beloved 
by the King his uncle, who has always con" 
eeived and expreffed a mean opinion of his 
ii€jphew"s abilities. Though he refides con* 

_ r 

fiantly at Potzdam, lie is fcarcely ever at 
“ SansSouci;'^ and is rarely admitted to 
the royal table, unlefs when he accompanies 
his Majefty to Breflaw, or into other parts 
of his dominions. He has never been 
diflinguiAied by that preference, efteem, 
and partfality, which Frederic manifefts for 
bis nephews of the fajnily of Brunfwic; in 
particular for the Hereditary Prince, and 
bis brother Prince Frederic, who have each 
apartments affigned them in “ Sans Souci/' 
It is impoffible not to difapprove a condufcf, 
lirhich is at once impolitic, unjuft, and fevere; 
Tbe coldnefs and negleft with which the 
Prince JRoyal is treated, muft naturally tend 
tatbcf to deprefs and to irritate, than to 

exalt 
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exalt or ennoble his mind. It may even 
have injurious public efFecls at fome future 
period, and may lay the foundation of great 
national misfiDrtunes. We muft, on the 
other hand, admit that hiftory furnifhes no 
models of Princes fo truly great, as thofe 
who have been educated in conftraint, or 
in adverfity. It was the fchool of Eliza¬ 
beth, of Henry the Fourili, and of Frederic 
himfelf* 

In one inftance, notwithflanding, the pre- 
fent King has manifefled far more liberality 
of mind and indulgence towards his nephew, 
than he experienced himfelf from his owji 
father. The Prince of Pruffia has been twice 
married ; but, neither in his firft nor fecond 
choice, does his uncle appear to have ex¬ 
erted any undue or tyrannical influence. 
Perhaps the feverity with which he was 
treated in that important tranfadtion of his 
own life, may have induced him to Icai^e his 
nephew more at liberty. He was married 
in July 1765, to Elizabeth, Princefs of 
Brunfwic Wolfenbuttle, from whom he 

VoL. h R wsui 
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was divorced about three years afterwards. 
Motives of ftate rendering it neceflary for 
him to contra6i:another matrimonial alliance, 
as he had no male ifliie by his firft wife, he 
remained for fome time undecided in his 
preference. ' The German Empire with its 
numerous Princefles offered a variety of 
candidates, who w^ere fucceflively named as 
’ likely to fill the vacant place in the Royal 
Family. I am afTured that he manifefted 
an inclination for the prefent Landgravine 
of Hefle Caffel, daughter of the Margrave of 
Brandenburgh Schwedt, one of the moft 
beautiful women in Germany. She is faid, 
however, to have refufed or declined the 
honour intended her. It is certain that he 
might have received the hand of his coufin 
Sophia Albertina, fitter of the prefent King 
of Sweden; but from motives which I do 
not pretend to guefs, he was averfe to the 
match. At length the Princefs Frederica 
Louifa of Heffe Darmftadt was felefted, 
^nd the nuptials were celebrated in July 
1769. She is an amiable, virtuous, and 
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pleafmg woman, polleffing indeed neither 
the perfonal attraftions, nor the graces of 
her predecelTor, Elizabeth of Brunfwic; 
but exempt from her errors ^nd defefib. 
She is of a middle fize, her countenance 
agreeable though not handfome, her man¬ 
ners eafy and engaging her charafter 
eftimable, and formed to excite univerfal 
refpeft, 

Notwithftanding thefe claims to atten¬ 
tion, (he does not enjoy the good fortune 
of being acceptable to the King, who has 
more than once mortified her in a public 
manner; and who Ihews her none of the 
flattering marks of preference and diftin6lioii, 
with which he was accuftomed to honour the 
firft Princefs of Pruffia. She refides confl ant- 
ly at Potzdam, rarely permitted to vifit Ber¬ 
lin, and palTes her life in a fort of melan¬ 
choly retirement. Her attendants are few, 
her eftablilhment fcanty, and altogether 
deftitute of fplendor. Thofe who have coH- 
ftant accefs to her, afliire me, that though 
not diilinguiflied by extraordinary eAdow-% 

E 3 ments 
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ments of mind, her undeirilanding is Iblld, 
and her eonverfation highly pleafing. She 
has already fulfilled the great object of her 
marriage, by giving two heirs to the monar¬ 
chy ; her eldeft fon Frederic William, having 
been born in Anguft 1770. If fhc has not 
been able to captivate the aflPe6tions, or to 
fecure the conftancy of her hiilband, Ihe pot 
feflfes at leaft his efteeni, and receives from 
him every proof of external rcfpcfl:. 

Like his father William Augulliis, he does 
not pique himfelf on obferving his nuptial ■ 
fidelity, or even on concealing liis irregula¬ 
rities. Frederic, fevere on the parade, but, 
extremely relaxed on every point of moral 
or conjugal duty, is fuppofed to fee with 
indifference the Prince'^s infidelity to the 
marriage' bed. His prefent favourite is 
Mademoifclle Enkel, wdiom he acknow¬ 
ledges as his miftrefs, and by whom he 
has feveral children*. I have feen her fre¬ 
quently, as flie has her box at the French’ 
CJomedy. Like Madame de Pompadour 
and Madlame du Barre, who fucceffively 

governed 



CaXJRT of BERLIN, ETC* 245 

: goterned France, her origin is not illuftrious; 
tbut Nature in recompenfe has been lavifti 
*to her in charms* * They are, however, by 
*no means fufficiently powerful to retain the 
exclufive. poffeflion of her lover. The 
•Prince frequently comes to Berlin to vifit 
■her incognito, without thi^ Khig his uncle's 
knowledge ; as ftie dares not, on any con- 
fideration, be feen at Potzdam. When on 
.thcfe fecrct expeditions, he always returns 
either during the night, or early on the en- 
fuing morning* 

The real chara6i:er of the Prince of PrufSa 
is probably as yet much concealed, and 
lime alone can unfold it to the world. The 
fuperior genius of the King, the ettrange- 
ment which fubftfts bet ween them^ and the 
degree of feverity, or rather tyranny, which is 
exercifed by Frederic over his nephew, com¬ 
pel him to remain in the fliade. Wheneve^ 
he afeends the throne, Europe, well as his 
fubje6ts, will perliaps be aftonifhetl at the diP 
play of talents and qualities, which atprefent 

»3 hQ 
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he is not fufpe6l:ed to poflefs. Many leading 
points of his difpofition and temper are, 
however, already perfe6kly afcertained. In 
his manners, he is aiTable, communicative, 
and pleafant: in ibciety, convivial, cheerful, 
and agreeable, without unbecoming fami* 
liarity. He is liberal to the greateft de¬ 
gree; and he has manifefted a warmth of 
adherence or attachment towards all who 
have fiiffered for his fake, which does 
honour to the goodnefs of his heart. Va¬ 
rious perfons, whom he has been fuppofed 
to diftinguilh by his notice or friendftiip, 
liave on that account incurred the royal dil- 
pleafure, end have even been fent into dif- 
tant parts of the Pruflian dominions. The 
Prince, from his narrow appointments, ex¬ 
tends to them pecuniary relief. Nothing is 
more unqueftionable than his perfonal cou¬ 
rage, and he is neither deficient in ambition, 
nor in love of glory. Thofe who know him 
bell, have affured me that he will tread in 
tlie fteps of his predeceflbr; and will have 
23 no 
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no objeS; nearer his heart, than to maintain 
and to augment the fplendor of the Pniflian 
Monarchy. They aflert, that he will re¬ 
nounce plcafure and diffipation, for the cares 
of ftate, and the duties of a foiereign ; 
but, futurity alone can prov.e the truth or tlie 
fallacy of thefe prematureJS^redJftions. 

It is certain, that notwithftanding the 
lultre of the prefent Monarch, and the na¬ 
tural effect of fo diftinguilhed and brilliant a 
character, iii exciting the national vanity of 
his fubjefts; yet, no inconfiderable part of 
them look forward, with anxiety and impa- 
t once, to the final period of his life. Indc* 
pendenlly of the love^ of novelty and change 
inherent in the nature of man, the Pruffians 
have reafons peculiar to themfclves for de¬ 
firing a new mafter. Frederic, declining in 
years and in health, fevere, economical,* vigi¬ 
lant, and difllcult to deceive, may excite re- 
fpe6i:, but awakens no fentiment of affe6iiou. 
Averfe to pleafure, gallantrj^ or expence, he 
is neither furrounded by courtiers, nor ac- 
ceffible to flattery. The Prince, on the con- 

R 4 trary> 



JilEMOIKS OF THE 


248 

trary, from natural difpofition, is fufceptibk, 
amorous,liberal, and fond of Ibciety. Inhim 
his fubjefis anticipate a more indulgent maf- 
ter; lefs elevated and impofing, but, one 
whom they may love as well as admire. 
Tbe Court, if that appellation can with pro¬ 
priety be gfven to the folitary retirement of 
Potzdamand “Sans Souci,” will probably be 
transferred after the deceafe of Frederic, in a 
greater or leffer degree, to Berlin ; and the 
metropolis, now deferted by the Sovereign, 
will then relume its gaiety. Such are the ex-v 
* peftatlons formed of the Heir Apparent, 
mid fuch the pleafing anticipations of future 
felicity under his reign! 

It is natural that I fliould fay a few words 
relative to Prince Henry of Pruflia; a perfon 
foarcely lefe diftinguiflicd by his great eadow-r 
ments, than his elder brother the King. He 
is at. this time near fiftyrtwo years of age, 
homely in his perfon, and dcliitute of any 
external graces of figure, or deportment. 
Naturally lilent, cold, and diliant in his 
manners, he can neverthelefs, when occa-? 

fion 
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fion demands, fliake off his habitual referve, 
and become affable, communicative, and in- . 
gratiating. To fuperior natural abilities, he 
joins uncommon cultivation of mind; and' 
like Frederic, he is no lefs gifted with the 
talents of a general, than with thofe of a 
ftatefman. During the J^hole courfe of the 
late war, the King always committed to his 
charge the moft arduous undertakifigs, in 
which coiifummate prudence or military fkili 
were requirt'd. With inferior and iU-difei- 
plined troops, he not only fuftained, but re¬ 
pelled more than once, the Auftrian and 
Saxon attacks. At the battle of Prague, he 
difplayed the groatfft intrepidity. At that 
of Freyberg, he manifefled talents for war. 
whicli rank him among the firft com-r 
maiiders of the age. To the fuperiority of 
his views and difpofitions, was principally 
due the vi6iory which he there obtained, and 
of which I have already fpoken elfewhere. 
His military talents are faid to be the reverfe 
of the King's. Frederic, enterprizing in his 
temper, feems formed for bold and offenfive 

meafurcs. 
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meafures. Prince Henry, more cold and 
cautious, is calculated for defenfive war. 

It is not only in the field that bistabilities 
have been actively and beneficially employ- 
ed, for the fupport of the Pmffian Crown and 
Monarchy: he has encountered and fur- 
mounted obftacles in die cabinet equally dif¬ 
ficult. To him the King committed the two 
delicate negociations opened with Catharine 
the Second, which changed the lace of Eu¬ 
rope, eventually produced the partition of 
Poland, and cemented, on lufting grounds, the 
friendlbip between the Courts of Peterlburgh 
and Berlin. In the two vilits w hich he made 
to the Emprefs for that purpofe, when lie 
aCled at once as a niiniiter of ftate and as an 
ambaflador, he more than anfw'ercd eveiy 
expeftulion entertained of him, and effected 
ail the leading points intruded to his care. 
Suehanunionof talents is alraoft unexampled 
in two Princes fo nearly allied by blood. 
There are not wanting perfons here, who 
efleem him fuperior in capacity to the King; 

but 
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but the elevation of a throne is more calcu« 
lated for the difplay of great endoiments^ 
than a private fiation. 

In many particulars of their life and di& 
pofition, even in their very defers, the fimi- 
larity between the two brothers is ftriking. 
like Frederic, Prince Hfenry is deftitute of 
male or female iiliie. Like him too, the 
Prinee is not of an amorous complexion, nor 
happy in his domeftic connexions. Both pafe 
a great portion of their lives in a fort of 
retreat, little feen except by the perfons who 
compofe their houfehold, and who couftitute 
their ordinary fociety. The Prince was maiv 
ried in 1752, to Wilhelmina, daughter of 
Maximilian, Landgrave of HeffeCaffel; but 
they neither eat, fpeak, meet, nor cohabit 
together. She is,^ neverthelefs, admitted to 
be not only an amiable and pleafing woman, 
but poflefled of a fuperior underftanding. It 
certainly is not in the Royal Family ofPruffia, 
that examples of conjugal union or felicity 
can at prefent be eafily found. Such is the 
alienation which fubUfts between Prince 

Henry 
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•Henry and his wife, that he has always, 
(When at Berlin, a/eparate table in the fame 
Palace but he refides; during the far greater 
part of the year, at his feat of Rheinlbcrg, 

• nearsthe. borders of the Duchy of Mecklen- 
.berg Strelitz, It is there that ftrangers are 
prefented to him, a^ihe rarely remains in the 
•capital more than three montlis annually, 
from January till April. Though little con- 
fulted or employed by Frederic at prefent, 
.in the calm of peace, no one doubts that if 
circumftances of public danger or difficulty 
;lhould arife, his abilities would again be 
■called into the moft aftive exertion. 

Of the King’s four, lifters, only one, 
the Princefs Amelia, youngeft of Frederic 
William's numerous family, has remained 
urjunanied. She occupies a fplendid palace 
in one of the beft ftreets of the metropolis; 
and Frederic, who regards her with great 
iillbfction, ufually breaktafts wnih her wlien- 
ever he occalioually vilits Bi'rlin. Having 
been defiled, Abbefs of Quedlinbourg in 
1751, the revenue arifing from lluit eccle-' 

liafiical 
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fiaftrcal preferment enables her to maintain 
jm eftalvliibmeht fnitable to her birth. Her 
endowments of mind are averted to be ex¬ 
traordinary ; but her health and conftitulion' 
are altogether broken by difeafo, tliough' 
Ihe is fcarccly fifty-four jjars of age. Sucli 
are her infirmities, that fhe has entirely loft 
any eye, and the ufe of one arm; in con- 
fequence of which flie is feldom feen in 
public, and never appears at Court. 

With Prince Ferdinand of Priifiia, laft 
of the Royal line, I .lhall conclude this 
letter. Although he may not have the 
fame perfonal claims to immortality with 
liis two elder brothefs, in perfonal courage 
he may juftly emulate them. During the 
late war he ferved in the Pruffian forces, 
and he holds the rank of General. It is not, 
how ever, to him that Frederic w ill probably 
ever intruft, in a moment of danger or emer¬ 
gency, the material interefts of the family 
of Branderiburgh. Prince Ferdinand has 
two foils by his prefent wife; fo that, not- 
withftanding the fterility of the Queen and 

of 
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of the Princefe Henry, the Crown, we may 
reafonably conje6lure, will not want males 
to inherit it in our time. Thofe who believe 
that genius is tranfmitted by defcent, will 
perhaps regret that neither the King nor 
Prince Henry are likely to leave behind 
them any pofterity. But, however greatly 
their abilities may have conduced to elevate 
the Pruffiao Monarchy to its prefent ftate, 
we may fecurely confide its future preferva- 
tion, to the valour, judgment, and probity 
of its collateral heirs. 
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LETTER Vll. 

Potzdam,-^** Sans Souci^—The new Palace ,— 

, ReJle6lions on Potzdam^nd on the genius of 
the Prujjian government, 

Leipsic, November g, 1777. 
the fifth of this month I left Berlin, 
after a ftay of about feven weeks, and 
arrived at Potzdam the fame evening. It 
is difficult to imagine a more fterile tra6i of 
country, than that which feparates the two 
cities. The whole, is an expanfe of fand, 
exhibiting fcarcely any marks of cultiva¬ 
tion, tiiinly peopled, dreary, and refembling 
a wildemefs, rather than the vicinity of a 
great metropolis. Groves of melancholy 
fir diverfify, without enlivening the pro- 
fpect; and few marks of agriculture or of 
opulence are fecn. This appearance is, no 
doubt, to be chiefly attributed to the un¬ 
grateful nature of the foil; but fomething 

muft. 
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xnufty in my judgment, be allowed for the 
genius of the government, which is more 
dire6led to political aggrandizement, than 
to the felicity of the people. 

If Berlin is confidered as the capital of the 
Pruflian Monarchy, Potzdam may be pro¬ 
perly efteemed the ordinary refidence of the 
Sovereign, ever fince the death of Frederic 
the Firft, more than fixty years ago. The late 
King, his fbn, preferred it, for many reafons, 
to the metropolis; and the prefent King paffcs 
the far greater part of tlie year at Potzdam. 
Every fquare and every ftreet difplay the 
charafteriftic marks of his genius. I regard 
it, indeed, more in the light of a military 
ftation, or as the head-quarters of an army iii 
cantonment, than as a mere city in the Com¬ 
mon acceptation of the term. Like Berlin, it 
is regular, modern, and conftrufiled with fym- 
metry. Some of the gates are ofAthenian tafte 
and elegance, exhibiting models of architec¬ 
ture in various forms. The Royal Palace is a 
princely edifice, in front of which extends 
the parade, where Frederic, unlefs prevented 
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by ihdifpolition, is evciy morning to be 
found, reviewing his guards. I faw hun gal-^ 
lop along the line> and give the word of 
command in perfon, with all the fire and^ 
animation of a young man. Yet he is now 
more than fixty-five years of age; a period 
of life, Iraig before which the great Gond'6, 
as well as Marlborough, ceafed to appear 
in the field } and after which, fcarcely any 
of the moft illuftrious Generals of the laft 

or prefent century, have ventured to aifume 

\ 

in perfon the command of armies. If Prince 
Eugene and Marihal Villars form exceptions 
to the remark, it muft be admitted that 
they did not add to iheir laurels, by their 
concluding campaigns. The King of Pruliia^ 
notwithftanding his bodily infirmities, IHll 
preferves the freftinefs, and eveii much of 
the a6tivity of his youth. In cafe of a rup* 
ture with Auftria or Ruffia, no man doubts 
that he would lead his troops in perfon againft 
the enemy. He may perhaps be lefs enter* 
prizing hi his temper than he was formerly i 
but neither the energy nor vigor of his 
VOL. I. S * faculties 
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filculties feem to have fufiered any dimi** 
nutioo. 

Many caufes, phyfical as well as morale 
conduce tx> render Potzdam gloomy and 
cheerlels. The local pofition is in itfelf des¬ 
titute of natural gaiety or beauty. A Tandy, 
barren foil, on which only the fir loves to 
run up or to thrive, is an inherent and 
irremediable defed:. It is even adverfe to 
the genius of archited;ure: for fo looie is 
the ground, that it appears to be incapable 
of long fufiaining the incumbent weight 
of any very large, or heavy ftrufture: a 
deformity vifible in various parts of the 
city, where the buildings have funk at the 
foundation. Yet I do not recolleft to have 
heard that at Palmyra, which ftands in the 
midft of the fands of Arabia, any of the 
temples or monuments, though of remote 
antiquity, lean firom the perpendicular, or 
have fufiered from the fame caufe. Is it 
thatF£ederic,thoughhe loves to build,and to 
^corate; confults principally bis owngratir* 
nation, or vaiuty, regardlefi ofpofterity ? It 
17 certainly 
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certoinly waa not thua that Perkles embel-^ 
liihed Athens; or that Agrippa and Adrian 
conllru^d the edifices intended to trenfi* 
mit their memories to diftant timesi Yet ini 
monuments of tafte, and the protection of alt 
the fine arts, no left than in military iame^ 
the King has ever been ^Smulous to rival the 
greateft names of Greece or Rome. 

Scarcely above a quarter of a mile from 
Potzdam, on a pleafing eminence, com-* 
manding a view of the city, the river 
Havel, and the adjacent countiy, fiands 
the little palace of “ Sans Souci.*' In 
celebrity, though not in magnitude or 
fplendor, it may vie with Verfailles, with 
the Efcurial, or the Vatican; the moft ex- 
penfive fabrics of modem vanity and gran^ 
deur. The building itfelf is fixr from mag^ 
nificent, confifting only of a long range of 
apartments on the ground, conftruCled by 
Frederic, not long after his acoeffion to the 
Crown. It was there, in the early part of 
the prefent reign, that Voltaire, Maupei^ 
tuis, Bielfield, Algarotti, Mat^Mn, lYAr^ 

a s gens, 
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Ko&ning, and fo many other extraordi-, 
nary or fuperior men, were accuftomed. fre¬ 
quently to hold their meetings, and to difcufe 
the moft interefting queftions of fcience or of 
philofophy^ in company with the King. That 
period of time terminated with the memor¬ 
able war which began in 17 56, when military 
occupations of a more urgent and imperious 
n^ature broke up their fociety. During 
near feven years Frederic neither beheld his 
capital, nor “ Sans Souci," which were both 
more than once in poffeflion of the Auf- 
trians or the Ruffians. They neverthelefs 
fpared,and proteQed the latter from outrage. 
Except Voltaire, Frederip is now the foie 
furvivor of that great knot; and here he 
paffes in a retirement, partly Epicurean, 
partly philofophic, the whole of the Sum¬ 
mer and Autumn, when he is hot abfent 
at the rei'iews in Silefia, or at thofe on the 
Viftula. At « Sans Souci," he afFe6ls to 
diveft himfelf of the cares and fatigues 
attached to.Royalty; to unbend his mind 
^fetn State affairs, and to live principally for 
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focicty, friendfliip, and knowledge. No 
vifitor of whatever rank intrudes unalled, 
on the privacy of his retreat: but the Here¬ 
ditary Prince of Brunfwic, as well as his 
brother Prince Frederic, each, have their rc- 
fpe6live apartments in the palace; and when 
there, they conftantly dii^e at the royal table. 

The central chamber of “ Sans Souci/’ 
liich is the eating room, is finall, but beau¬ 
tiful ; the figure of it is oval; and arclntec- 
ture, as well as fculpturc, have united to¬ 
wards its decoration. Italy and Egypt 
furniftied the marble with which the floor is 
inlaid ; and the Corinthian pillars that fup-. 
port the roof, were, dug out of the (parries 
of Carrara. Two ftatutes of exquifite work- 
manlhip. Hand in niches on either fide 
the door; and in all the furniture, no lefs 
than in the ornaments, are difplayed luxury 
and tafte. In order however to render it 
habitable, or at leaft comfortable, a M^amier 
and more genial climate is requifite. Oo the 
Ihore of Baiae, or of Sorrento, fuch a retreat 
would be fiipremely delightful; but here, 

s 3 duning 
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during ten months of the year, we (hiver 
while we admire* In fummer the King con-^ 
flantly dines there; and adjoining to it are 
three chambers, one within the other, pecU'* 
liariy appropriated to his own ufe. 

The firft apartment is a drawing*room of 
very moderate dimenfions, but elegant and 
lidomed with a few paintings: unlike the 
generality of German rooms, it has in it a 
chimney. Frederic, who prefers comfort to 
grandeur, has difcovered that nothing can 
compcnfate for the cheerful and vivifying 
influence of a fire. The bpdy may indeed 
be completely wanned by the equal dif- 
fiiiion of heat from a ftove; but the mind, 
the temper, and the fiincy, receive anima¬ 
tion as well as heat, from the fight of a 
blazing hearth. The King is too well read 
in Horace and in Tibullus, not to feel 
how claifical a warmth is bellowed by the 
** ligna fuper foco,” It is one of the many 
proo& that might be adduced, how fu- 
perior he is, in little, as well as in greater 
things, to the generality of German 

princes. 
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Princes, who never fee a fire, and are 
fati&fied with fecUng its operation. Near 
the chimney was placed a fofa, ^^eIy dirty, 
and much worn by the King's bootSt 
Here he writes, reads, compofes, and dit 
patches bufinefs. 

Next to it’s tlie mufic^oom; an amufe* 

mcnt of which Frederic, at every period 

of his life has been fond. The flute was, 

for a long time, his favorite inftniment; 

but he has, not without reluftance, been 

obliged to renounce this elegant gratifica« 

tioii, on account of the weaknefs of his 

lungs; and he now performs on the harp« 

fichord. A very fine one flood in the 

apartment; and on* a large marble table, 

tumbled together in confufion, lay Sonatas, 

petrefa6rions, and a variety of curiofities, 

mineral, metallic, and literary. Only one 

painting found a place here; it was a portrait 

of the Emperor Jofeph the Second, lately lent 

him as a prelent from Vienna. He doubtlels 

_ • 

retains it there, as William the Third would 
ha\e preferved that of Louis the Fourteenth 
conftanlly before his eyes, or as Alexander 

s 4 would 
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would have done that 6£ Darius. Towards 
the Court, of Vienna, Frederic looks with 

f 

natural and unceaiing folicitude. He is 
neither lulled into fecurity by treaties, nor 
deceived byproteftations. Confcious that the 
Auftrian Cabinet will feize the firft occa-r 
fion of endeavoring to regain SileAa,* and of 
'humbling the family of Brandenburgh, he 
keeps the image of his antagonift conftantl y 
before his eyes. 

In the third and iunermoft chamber, his 
Majefty fleeps: but, on firft entering, it is not 
eafy to difcover the precife place; a large re- 
cefs, gilded and defigned for a bed of flate, 
remaining unoccupied. Behind a fcreen, in 
, one corner of the room, on a little camp bed, 
or rather couch, fcarcely three feet wide, 
Frederic conftantly repofes. The whole fur¬ 
niture, as well as 'the fcreen itfelf, are com- 
pofed of pale blue ,fatin,and at the foot ftands 
an alarum clock. Accuftomed to a military 
life, and inured to hardft)ips, he prefers 
this bed to one of a larger fize. In the 
gardens of' ‘‘ Sans Souci" almoft clofe 
%o the palace, is the gallery of paintings 
' that 
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that he has conftru&ed : the t^’alls, as veil 

« 

as the flour of vhich, are entirely in-» 
crufted with marble. Though the coU 
ieftion can neither compare m magnitude^ 
with that of Drefden, or of Dufleldorf, it 
contains many valuable pieces, Italian and 
Flemifli. He ufually panics an hour or more 
there almoft every day, when not prevented 
by more important occupations. Vander- 
wcrfiPand Rubens are faid to be his favourite 
matters. 

I drove about a mile ^through the gar¬ 
dens of “ Sans Souci/’ to the new palace ; 
a magnificent ftrufture erei^ed by the King 
fince the conclulion of the peace of Hu- 
bertlbiirg ia 1763, and only finiflied a 
few years ago. The front is grand, and 
the 11 } le noble, but capricious and Angular ; 
differing in fome points from the com¬ 
monly eftabllflied rules of architt&ute. 
After contempldting its vaft extent, its 
fuperb furniture, its numerous apartments, 
capable of lodging the whole Royal Family, 
together with their altendants; we are com*- 

polled 
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pelled to lament that it ftands in a fandy 
^plain, deftitute of cheerfulneTs or beauty . 
It is indeed, difficult to affign a fatisia^tory 
jneafon why a Prince fo economical, and fo 
much an enemy to ufelefs pomp, fhould con-* 
ftru6l a fecond verfhilles among the fands of 
Brandenburgh, Was it not done, in order 
to convince all Europe, that the long, ruin¬ 
ous, and expenfive war which he fuflain- 
ed, has neither impoverifhed him, nor ex- 
handed his finances ? Except during tho 
Great Duke of Rulfia's vifit to him lad year, 
he has fcarcely ever lodged in this Palace 
a Angle night; and perhaps he will never 
inhabit it more. Content with having rear¬ 
ed fo fuperb an edifice, he leaves it to be oc¬ 
cupied by his fucceflbrs. 

Notwithdanding thefe magnificent cop- 
Aru^ons of art, whofe effefl is encreaied 
by die external beauty and regularity 
of Potzdam, the mind wants fomething 
on which to repofe. After the fird emo¬ 
tions of curiofity and admiration have fub- 
Jtded, we look round for comfort, plenty, 

' and 
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lind feHcity. But, baniihed by the hand of 
military feverity, tliey are not any where 
to be found. No feilive pea&nts are ieea 
along the fides of the melancholy Harel^ 
employed in the occupations or recreation$ 
of a country life. It feems to me that Homer 
might have written his **fliad," or Voltaire 
his “ Henriade,” at Potzdam: but, Vjrgil 
could never have compofod his ‘‘ Georgies " 
nor Theocritus, his “ Idylliums,” under ^ 
the lliade of Frederic's laurels. No ruml or 
paftoral images prelent themfelves to the 
imagination. Guards and HuHkrs conftitute 
half the inhabitants; and c\en they feem 
rather detained by, force, than refident 
from inclination, loyalty, or adherence. 
While I remained there, I thought per^- 
potually of what Cicero faid to Marcellos; 
Wherever you are^ recolle6t that you ^re 
equally within the power of the con- 
queror." The PrulTiaii Monarchy itfelf 
fometimes reminds mo of a vaft prilon^ 
in the gloomy centre of which appears 
the great keeper, occupied in the care of 
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n' • 

bis <»ptives. The air, which T am noy0 

breathing, leems lighter than in Branden* 

* ^ 

burgh, the human face more cheerful, the 
animeil man more happy, and the; afpe6b 
of nature itfelf more grateful. I quitted 
the dominions of Frederic, penetoted with 
admiration of his talents, his vi6lories, 
and his atchievements: but, with fenti- 
ments fuch as we experience on leaving a 
magmficent caftle, furrounded with moats 
and battlements, where emblems of reftraint 
continually force themfelves on the eye, or 
the imagination. After my departure from 
Potzdam, I reached the Saxon frontiers in a 
few hours; for the diftance is very incon- 
iiderable. Not only the foil becomes fer- 
tilo» but the cultivation is better; and an 
air of plenty^ mixed with content, is vilible 
in every countenance, on entering the ter¬ 
ritories of Saxony. It is impoflible to ex- 
prcfs how pleailng is the effect of tliis change, 
on the mind. 
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Pqfition of Drefden, heal and political—Conduct 
of the King of Prujfa^ towdtds the Saxons, in 
the left war.—The Court.--^Change in it fince 
the Death of Auguftus the Third.—Saxon Wo¬ 
men.—Prince Charles of Saxony.—Story of 
the Apparition of the Chevalier de Saxe, raifed 
by Schrepfer.—ReJleBions on it.—"Death of 
Schrepfer. 

Dresden, Noteniber as, 1777. 

Jt is difficult to imagine a greater tran- 
lition, than in paffihg from the Pruffian, 
to the Saxon dominions ; or a contrail more 
flriking, than is profented by Berlin and 
Drefden. I am charmed with this city; 
with its environs, with its fociety, and 
with its general alpe6l. The limdy plains 
of Brandenburgh are here exchanged for 
a rich, finely undulated, and populous 
country, covered with marks of opu¬ 
lence, induflry, and freedom. Inftead of 

the 
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the melancholy and deferted magnificence 
of Berlin^ vre find here a fmaller capital, le& 
regular in its conftru&ion; but cheerful, ele¬ 
gant, and in a fituation the moil picturefque. 
It retains indeed, in many parts, the fright¬ 
ful veftiges of bombardments, conflagra- 
rioAs, and ravages, principally inflid;ed 
by Frederic, during the courfe of the late 
^ar. Never, perhaps, was any fituation', 
politically confidered, more unfortunate 
than thrt of Drefden. All the local or 
phyfical advantages which the Saxon ca¬ 
pital enjoys, are dearly purchafed by its 
expofed pofition. Placed between two 
great rival powers, .who are perpetually 
contending for fuperiority, the Eleftor is 
under a neceffity on every rupture, of 
joining one or the other. If, as in the late 
war, he allies with Auftria; his dominions, 


nay his capital smd his palaces, are occu¬ 
pied, burnt, and demolilhed by the Pruf- 
fians, Auguftus the Third, King of Po- 
e land, grand&ther to the prefent £le6ior, 



this truth in its full extent. 

H I * 

Driven 
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JDritien from Drefden, he pafled cloft of the 
concluding years of his reign, -in a fort of 
inglorious exile from his paternal domitii« 
ons, at War&w, among his ele6live (ubjedsf 
the Poles. Does he take part againft the 
Court of Vienna ? He y, if pdKble, %x* 
pofed to greater calamities. The Bohe* 
mioD. frontiers are fcarcely four leagues 
diftant; and a body of Croats, or Pan^ 
dours, fecretly detached by the enemy^ 
may carry ofl’ the Ele6ior himfelf, if he 
venture to take the diverfion of hunting 
at Moritzburg, or at Pilnitz, two of his pa^ 
laces in the vicinity of Drefden. 

Yet, under all 4 :hefe difad vantages, in 
the (hort time which has elapfed fince the 
conclufion of the late peace ; fuch are the 
inherent fuperiorities of the foil of Saxony,, 
filch the induilry of its inhabitants, and fuch 
the wifdom, economy, and benignity of the 
prefent Government, that, except in Drefden 
itfelf, 1 can trace few marks of xmsibr* 
jtune.^ Frederic's Generals, from neeeffity 
more than from inclinarioa, were reduced 

to 


s 
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fbbum the fuburbs in 1758; butixe di-^ 
re&ed his bombs againft the fineft public 
edi(lces» during the fiege in 1760^ Animated 
by perfonal refentment towards Count 
Bmhl» firft miniiier and favorite ofAuguftus 
the Third, to whofe influence and counfels 
he attributed the hoftile part taken by his 
mailer ; the King defcended to manifeft his 
indignation againil that nobleman, in a 
manner as it appears to me, unworthy of fo 
great a Prince. He not only deliroycd 
Count Bruhl’s palaces ; but e^en caufed, it 
HS faid, the pavilions and ilatues in his gar¬ 
dens, to be mutilated or defaced : a flate 
in which maiiv of them fiill remain at the 
prefent hour. Such a mode of revenge, if 
true, refembles more tlie impotent fiiry of 
Cambyfes or of Caracalla, than the dignified 
refentment which ihotxld chara6lerize a 
Sovereign, by whom the arts have been 
always cheriftied. His enemies by no 
means retaliated with equal feverity on 
BedixH or oh Pot^am, of both whicH 
ihon/.tiia)e,...they were repealedly 

mafters ; 
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taafters; and which, though th^ pluiwJered 
and ranfonicd, diey neither d^&ced, npr 
clcanolifticd* During the winter of 175 ^^ 
when Frederic occupied and refided at 
den, he was accuftdmed to ph£i mudi of 
Jeifure in the celebrated gaflery of painting# 
conftriiftcd by Auguftus the Tliird. lt 'i$ 
by fiir the fineft colleflion of that nature tO 
be found in the north of Europe, and doea 
honor to the tafle as well as magnificence of 
the late King of Polands I confefs, however, 
that I am lefe ftruck with the Nott6" of 
Corregio, oppofite to which Frederic ufed 
to caufe his chair to be placed, than with 
toany other pieces ip the gallery* 

Of the Saxon Court, though I have befen 
,prefented to the Eleftor, I am incompetent 
to fpcak with information, from fo ftiort a 
refidence. A glance fufiSces, neverthelcfe, 
to fliew that it fcarcely retains any tracer 
of the fplendor which charaflerised it under 
the reigns of AuguAus the Second and 
Third. Thofe Princes, in additioii^ tp their 
Jhereditaiy pofibfiions, were by ele€tk>^ 

woE< i 4 T Kin^ 
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Kings of Poland; and Drefden, from the 
beginning of the prefent century, down to 
the year 1736, might be faid to vie with 
Paris itfelf in the arts of plcafure and 
luxury. But, the accumulated cdamities 
of war, under which Saxony groaned during 
more than fix years, nearly extinguiftied in- 
duftry, and impoverlihed every clafs of the 
people. The reigning Ele8:or, economical, 
laborious, and neither attached to plcafure, 
nor to exhibitions of pomp, wifely reprefles 
every tendency to expence. Occupied mc’- 
ritoriouflv in recovering his dominions from 

*/ o 

the ravages of Frederic, no lets than from the 
efFefl; of the profufion ami mal-adminiftration 
of his predeccflbrs; he gives no part of his 
revenues to miftrefles, to dancers, to artifis, 
or to public exhibitions in any line. 

When I recol]c6t the captivating deferip- 
tions of Drefden as it exifted under Auguftus 
the Second, given us by Lady Wortley 
Montagu, by Pollnitz, and by many other 
writers; I am tempted to tliink that I read 

A 

of fome other place. Encampments, {hows, 
SI . and 
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and diverfions, perpetually fucc^ding each 
other, to which ftrangers eagerly crowded 
from all the kingdoms of Europe, rendered , 
it at once the moil amuling, as well as 
fplendid Court in Germany. That Prince, 
whofe bodily ftrength equalled all that fable 
attributes to Ajaxorto Thefeus, was formed 
to excel in manly exercifes of every kind. 
Pleafure, varied in a thoufand forms, feemed 
tp conilitute almoft the only occupation of 
his reign. Banquets, or rather Bacchanalian 
Orgies, fuch as the Regent Duke of Orleans, 
nearly at the fame time, was accuftomed to 
celebrate in the “ Palais Royal,” at Paris, 
were continually giveft by Auguftus: while 
the moft beautiful women of Poland and of 
Germany, allured by his liberality and mu¬ 
nificence, drove for the tranfitory pofleflion 
of his ade6lions. It is in vain that you would 
now feek for beauty in the Saxon drawing¬ 
room. Except the Countefs Lofs, 1 he.ve 
not feen a Angle woman of condition here, 
who has any pretentions to be called hand- 
fome. Even Madame de Lol% if critically 

T s examip^ 
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exatniiiid, may rather be deMminated 
elegant and pleafing, than fuperior in per- 
Ibnal charms. If, however, the upper ranks 
tan fumifli fo few models for the painter, it 
by no means follows, that the fex has dege¬ 
nerated within the laft fifty years, in Saxony. 
Among the middle orders, and among the 
peafants, the moft charming figures are 
found; far fuperior, in my opinion, to thofe 
ordinarily feen in other parts of the German 
Empire. I have often been inclined to 
imagine, though it is perhaps ideal, that 
there is in the air, climate, and fky of 
Drefden and its environs, fomething more 
favourable to beauty, than in Hanover, 
Brandenburgh, or Bavaria. 

Among the Princes of the Eleftoral 
ffitmily, Prince Charles, unde to the reigliing 
Elector, is the moft cOnfpicuous. He is here 
commonly denominated Duke of Courland, 
the States of that extenfive Duteby having 
chdfen him for thdr Sovereign, by the in^ 
fluence and protb 3 :ion of Elizabeth, late 
I^pmfs of ^ ekihiftion to w 4 )iuh 

so hia 
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his uncle; the famous Maurice* MaHhal $ax,e* 
bad been mfed at an earlier period of the 
prefent century. With that Princefs’s reigp 
' expired his tranlltory dignity; and the exiled 
Duke Biren, recalled by Peter the Third 
from Siberia, refumed hii^fufpended rights 
as Duke of Courland. Prince Charles of 
Saxony is not only elegant in his perfon and 
manners; but highly amiable and accom* 
pliihed. He and the Princefs hi? wife, who 
was a Polilh lady of the family of Crafinlky, 
inhabit the palace here in Drefden, which be¬ 
longed to the late Chevalier de Saxe, another 
of his uncles, and one of the many natural 
fons of Auguftus tlie Second, King of Poland* 
In the great gallery of that palace, where 
I was pi’eiented to Prince Charles three days 
fince, was performed the memorable fcene of 
raifing the apparition of the Chevalier da 
Saxe. Never, perhaps, was a more audaci-* ^ 
6 us, or a more fuccefsful experiment trfed 
upon human weaknefe and credulity. As it , 
happened only about four years ago, and as 
insmy perfons of thefirfl; rank and confidera- 

T 3 ^ tia» , 
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lion in this country were prefent, on the 
" occaiion, the principal circumllances at¬ 
tending it are well known and remembered. 
Bat, the ridicule which has attached to it, 
arid the marked difapprobation expreffed by 
the Eleftor towards any repetition of fuch 
experiments, render all thofe who witneffed 
it extremely fliy of relating the tranfafilion. 
It was not without difficulty, after repeated 
folicitation, that I obtained from one of 
die gentlemen who afiifled at it, the recital 
which I am about to make. He is a man of 
fenle, courage, and intelligence. I fupprefs 
his name ; but, you may form from it fome 
eftimate of the human mind in tliis part of 
Europe; which in many refpe6ls, is certainly 
more open or liable to fupcrftitious iraprcf- 
fions,. than with us. The Germans, almoft 
univerfally, even thdfe of the foundeft and 
mod cultivated underftandings, believe in 
the exiftence of familiar fpirits; in whofe 
train follow witches, ghofts, and the whole 
family of inyifible agents. If, however, we 
incUne to confider fuch wealvnefs with pity 

or 
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or contempt, we fliould recolle€l^ that fimilar 
proofs of human infirmity have been given 
by turns, in every European capital. " The 
miracles, performed in the church-yard of 
St. Medard, at Paris, under Louis the K- 
teenth's reign, which wejjp only terminated 
by the royal interpofition, are not yet for-, 
gotten. And fcarcely fifteen years, I believe, 
are elapfed, fince London had its “ Chc- 
“ valier de Saxe,'' in the memorable Cock- 
Lane ghoft. 

The man who here exhibited fo extraor¬ 
dinary a proof of his art; for fiicli it inaft, 
in every cafe, be efteemed; was a perfon of 
the name of Schrepfer, who originally re- 
fided at Leipfic, of which city he was a 
native, and where he kept a coftee-houfe. 
But, his bufinefs not producing him either as 
much profit, or as much diftinftion as he 
alpired to pofiefs, he pretended to fludy 
magic, and to have acquired many fecrets or 
powers conne^d with that imaginary fei- 
ence. He boldly aflerted that he had inter- 
courfe with, and a control over fpirits, whom 

T 4 ho 
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he could fummon, comniand, and caufe to 
dilappear, if not altogether at his pleafure, 
jet by the force of his invocations. Tliefe 
agents .he had the ingenuity and effrontery 
to divide into three claffesj the friendly, 
the evil, and the neutral; tW of whoni he 
knew how to diftinguifh at their approach, 
'Or on their appearance, by the founds or 
' noifes which preceded and attended them. 
Whenever he to exert his magical 

powers, he clways began by calling to his 
alfifteice the benevolent fpirits; in order, 
as he faid, to defend him agalnft the attacks 
of the malignant ones, Pretenfions fo ex¬ 
traordinary, fullained by fome exhibitions 
which imprefled the fpeftators with aftonifli-* 
n^ent, foon procured him no little reputationi 
Schrepfer, about this time, while he ftill 
relided at Leipfic, had given offence to 
Prince Charles of Saxony, by fome expref- 
fions relative to him, of an unbecoming or 
infolent nature. The Prince, irritatcd| at 
fuch condua, ordered an officer belonging to 
^ 'hdufe^ld to repair to Leipfic, and there 
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on Schrepfer, in his name) perfonal 
chaftifement. His orders were exa6l:ly ex-?* 
eOuted: but Schrepfcr, though he attempt¬ 
ed no other rellftance, running into a corner 
of the room, threw himfelf on his.knees, and 
loudly invoked his invifihjj© allies to come to 
his affiftanoe. Their vifible appearance or 
interpolition were however imneceilary, in 
order to refciie him from further violence: 
the odicer, it is afltTted, having been so 
much alarmed at the ini^ocation and its pot 
flhle confequences, as to quit the chamber 
with the utmoft precipitation. 

A circumftance of luch notoriety, as well 
as fo degrading in itfelf to Schrepfer, induced 
him to leave Leipfic. After an abfence of 
fome time, he appeared at Drefden, where ^ 
he aftlimed afi6litious name, and announced 
that he was a colonel in the fervice of France. 
In that quality he even made an attempt to 
be prefented to the Ele6for ; but Moufieiir 
de Marbois, who adled as Charge d"Affaires 
in *the abfence of the French envoy, refufed 
to carry him to Court. His real name fooa 
became known; and bis pretences to fkill 

in 
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ili magic attrafting many followers, his re¬ 
putation fpeedily reached Prince Charles. 
It was accompanied with fuch extraordinary 
'accounts of Schrepfer’s powers, as to induce 
that Prince to make every exertion for ob¬ 
literating the recolleftion of the indignity 
lately offered him. As one ftep towards it, 
he did not hefitate to go in perfon to the 

Hotel de Pologne/^ an inn where Schrepfer 
lodged ; and in prefence of various witneflcs, 
to aik his pardbn for the blows given him, as 
well as to offer every amends that the nature 
'of the affront admitted. Schrepfer, flattered 
by. fuch a condefcenfion, having accepted 
the apologies, the Prinee then requefted to 
fee fome proofs of his fupernatural art. It is 
pretended that he exhibited many; all of 
which only tended to augment the Princess 
iidmiration, and to ftimulate his curiofity for 
farther fpecimens. 

“ But,, the moft difficult or ,fublime opera¬ 
tion of magic in all ages, has been to raift 
departed fpirits from the tomb; a prodigy 
^3whieh Schrepfer made no fecret of his ability 
to .perform. Prince Charles having earnelt> 
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ly, as well as repeatedly befought it of him; 
after many refufals, real or afie 3 :ed, obtain¬ 
ed at length a reludant promife to preient 
before his eyes an apparition: for Schrepfer 
artfully profefled the greateft repugnance 
and diiinclmation to th<^a 61 , as being peril¬ 
ous to himfelfy and attended with various ■' 
circumftances of horror. The promife thus 
obtained, it only remained, therefore, to fix 
on the fpirit to be fumnioned from the tomb. 
After long confideration, the Chevalier de 
Saxe was named, and Schrepfer undertook 
to prefent his ghoft in a ’v ifible form before 
a feleft company. The place cliofen for mak¬ 
ing the experiment, was Prince Charles’s^ 
Palace in Drcfden. But, as it w^as well 
known that the Eleftor, having the misfor¬ 
tune to be neither credulous, nor inclined to 
permit fuch exhibitions in his capital, might 
difapprove and prohibit it, the ftrifteft fe- 
crccy w^as obferved previous to tlie affeif. 

The Chevalier de Saxe, third in order of 
birth, among the natural fons of Augudus 
the Second, King of Poland, was only half 
brother to the famous Marfhal Count Saxe, 


as 
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»tbcy nere fprung from different moUien?, ‘ 
in tight of his, Mflie wus ^ Princefs Lubo- 
jni7fka» xtf a very illuftrious PoUfti fkmily^ 
the Chevalier inherited confiderable property 
ia that coimtry, as wcU as in Saxony. He 
tefided principally in Drefden, and died only 
a few years ago, at his palace irr this city; 
^hich his nephew Prince Charles, who be¬ 
came his principal heir, occupied after hm 
decenfe. In addition to bis maternal eftaU 
die Chevalier poffeffed a laft income from 
his military and other appointments in the 
Electoral fervice; and as ho left no iff be, he 
was fiippofed to have amalied great fums. 
Keportb bad been clrculatt^d, that money was 
concealed fomeuhere in the palace ; but no 
perfon pretemled to afeertain the precife place 
vkhere it was depofited. If his fpirit could 
he compelled to appear by magic power, 
4 batmterefting fecret might lie extorted fiom 
him. Thus euriofity combining with the 
hope of difeovermg a canfiderable treafure, 
^ompted Prince Charles, as it is fuppofed, 
40 name his uncle, for the obje6l of the ex- 
4penment. 


Schrepfet 
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Schrcpfer naturally preferring darkn^fe^ 
as not only more private in itfelfi erety 
way better calculated for the effeft of incarn 
talions ; the company aflcmblcd on tbe^p^ 
pointed nisjht. They ^ ore nineteen in fiuaiiii^ 
ber, of whom I porfoiiaUy know feveral, who 
are perfons of conlidcration, character, and 
refpe6tability. When they were met in the 
great gallery of Prince Charles's pdace, the 
iirft object of all prefent was to fecure the 
windows and doors, in order equally to prt>» 
\eat intrufion or deception. As fer as pro^ 
caution could efFc6t it, they did fo, and were 
fati^fied that nothing except violence couM 
procure accef> or Ontnmee. Schrepfer then 
acquainted them, tliai the act whidi he‘was 
about to perform, would demand all their 
firmnefs ; and ad% ifrd them to fortify 
nerves by puitaking of a bowl of puxidiii 
which was placed upon the table. Several 
of tliom, (indeed, as I Wlieve, all CQcoept 
olie or two, thinking the exhortation jisdi« 
cions,) very readily followed it; but, the 
gentleiiian feom whom i received thefo 
{larliciilars, declined to profit by tlie advice*^ 

“ I am 
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** I am come here," laid he to Schrepfer, 
** to be prefent at railing an apparition. 
** Either I will fee all, or nothing. My re- 
iblution is taken, and no inducement can 
^ make me put any thing Mithin my lips." 
Anotber of the company, who preferved his 
prefence of mind, placed himfelf clofe to the 
principal door, in order to watch if any one 
attempted to open or to force it. Thefe pre¬ 
paratory Heps being taken, the great work 
began with the utmoft folemnitv. 

Sdhrepfer commenced it, by retiring into 
a corner of the gallery, where kneeling down, 
with many mj ftciious ceremonies he invoked 
the fpirits to appear, or rather to come to 
his aid ; for it is allow’^ed that none were ever 
vifible. A very confiderahle lime elapfod 
before they obeyed ; during which interval, 
he laboured apparently under great agitation 
of body and mind, being covered with a 
violent fweat, and almoft in convulfions, 
like the Pythonefs of antiquity. At length, 
a loud clatter was beard at all the windows 
#Q the outiide; which w*as foon followed by 
IkiKither noife, refembhng more the effed 

produced 
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produced by a number of wet fingers drawn 
over the edge of glafies, than any thing elfe 
to which it could well be compared. This 
found announced, as he faid, the amval of 
his good or prote£^ing fpirits, and feemed to 
encourage him to proceed^n his incantation, 
A Ihort lime afterwards a yelling wus heard, 
of a frightful and unufual nature, which 
came, as he declared, from the malignant 
ipirits, whofe prefence, as it feems, was 
iieceffary and indifpenfable to the comple* 
tion of the cataftrophe. 

The company were now, at leaft the greater 
part of them, electrified with amazement, 
or petrified with horror ; and of courfe fully 
prepared for every objc ctor appearance which 
could be prefented to their view. Schrepfiir 
continuing his in\ ocations, the door hidden* 
ly opened with \iolence, and fomething that 
tefemblcd a black ball or globe, rolled into 
the room. It was invefted with fmoke or 
cloud, in the midft of which appeared to bo 
a human face, like the countenance of the 
Chevalier de Saxe; much in the fame man* 
Her, it would feem, that Corregio or 

be} 
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bai:Carrache have reprefented Jupiter ap¬ 
pearing to Semele; From this form iiliied a 
loud and aUgry voice, which exclaimed in 
German, “ Carl, was wolte du init mich 
^ Charles, what wouldft thou with me? 

Why dofl: thou difturb me 

Language is inadequate to defcribe the 
cohftemation produced among theaFembled 
fpeSators at fo awful a fight. Either firmly 
perfuaded that the appearance which they 
beheld, was :l|}iritual and intangible; or de¬ 
prived of refolution to approach and a!ttempt 
to leize it; they appear to have made no ef¬ 
fort to fotisfy themfelves of its incorporeal 
1 

mature. The Prince, iwhofe imprudent eu- 
fiofity had fummoned his unde^s gboft, and 
to whom,, as the perfon principally refponi* 
fible^ the fpe6tre addrefied itfolf; &r from 
manifofting felf-pofieffion, or attempting any 
reply^ betrayed the ftrongeft marks .of hori* 
tor and contrition. Throwing himfolf on 
his knees, he called on Heaven for mer^; 
’'Srliile others of the tenrified party eameftly 
the magiciaiti to gii^e the only 
MUUBg pimf .of kott act for mdicch they 
' ^ now 
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now were anxious, by difraiffing the appa¬ 
rition. But. Schrepfer, though apparently 
willing to gratify them, found, or pretended 
to find, this effort beyond his power. How-* 
ever incredible, abfurd, or ridiculous it may 
be thought, the perfons^who witneffed’the 
fcene, p' otelt that near an hour elapfed, be¬ 
fore, by the force of his invocations, the 
fpe6tre coTild be compelled to diliippear. 
Nay, v*'hcii at length Schrepfer had fucceeded 
ill djfniifiing it; at the moment that. the 
company began to refume a degree of fore- 
nity, the door, wiiich had been clofed, bu; ft 
open again, and the fame hlJeoiis form pre- 
fenti d itfelf ane^sv Ao their eves,. inoft 

refolute and collected amono them, were noV 

O’ 'jr 

proof to its fecond appearance, and a fceiio 
of univerfil didnay enfued. Schrepfer. how¬ 
ever, by reiterated exorcifms or exertion^, 
finally difmiffed the apparition. The ter¬ 
rified fpe^tators foon difperfed, overcome 
with amazement, and fully fatisfled, ^ thw. 
•well might be, of Schrepfer s fupeVhatural 
powers* . . ' 

VOL. I, U Having 
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H4vmg thus related as ferioufly and cir- 
cumflantially as I ^im able, the principal 
fafts relative to the affair in queftion, it is 
natural to alk my own opinion of the flory ; 
and to demand whether I can explain or ac¬ 
count for it in any rational manner. To fuch 
inquiries I mutt frankly reply, that I can 
neither gi^ e any fatisfaflory folution of it, 
nor have I heard any attempted, except the 
obvious and general one of human credulity 
and terror, operated upon by impofturc and 
deception. But, the manner in which fo 
wonderful an illiifion was produced, I am, 
in common with every perfon here, at a 
lofs to underfland. I believe, no man has 
yet clearly explained how the liquofa6iion 
of St. Januarius’s blood is p(jrformed; 
though, out of Naples, I imagine few per- 
fons attribute it to miraculous or fuperna- 
tural interpofition. We know from ex¬ 
perience, how prodigious are the deceptions 
praftifed in and upon optics. Nineteen 
men, ‘met together for the avowed purpofe 
of feeing an apparition, and believing that 
20 it 
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it is in human power to render a ^parted fpi- 
litTifible, are alr^;ady half fubdtred to any 
impcfition, however grofe. Night, darknefs, 
and the inipofing foletnnity of magic invo¬ 
cations, bereave -the ftmngeft minds 6f 
their felf-poffelTion. A bold and artful im- 
poftor might then trample on their reafon, 
and prefent to their eyes fome hideous fignro 
properly accoutred for the occafion. i t mult, 
however, always excite fome aftonlftiment 
and more regret, that among near twenty 
perfons, not one ftioiihi have endeavoured to 
lay hands on the fpe^tre. Its fecond appear¬ 
ance is likewife a circumftance very difficult 
to account for, as it* was unneceflary in order 
to produce convi6tion, which had been fully 
effected. That it was a deception, no man 
of found underftanding will doubt; but how 
it was managed or produced,, the perfons who 
were duped, have either not yet difeovered^ 
or they do not think proper to difclofe*. They 
are all, or nearly all^ flill alive in this country^ 
dnd they by bo iheans boaft of their ad^en- 
feire, or derive from it any fott of vanity. On 

17 2 dit 
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the contrary, independent of the ridicule 
annexed to it, they all feel and exprefs the 
utmoft repugnance to relating, or even to re- 
colle&ing a fcene, which has impi’cfled on 
their imagination fo much horror. Their 
friends dread and deprecate a renewal of the 
images then prefented to thofe who w^ere 
prefent; and a lady earneftly belbught of 
me, not to prefs her hufband on a fubjeft, 
of which he could never think or converfe 
without palTing a fleeplefs night. We muft 
be content therefore I believe to relblve it 
into German credulity or fuperftition, and 
congratulate ourfelves on our fuperiority to 
fuch puerile terrors. • 

The ftory no fooner fpread through Dret 
den, than the Elector exprefled his difap- 
probation of fuch feenes, and ifl’ued his pe¬ 
remptory injunftions not to repeat them. 
Schrepfer foon retired to his native city, 
Leiplic ; where his fame accompanied liim, 
and drew after him a crowd of difciples 
or vptaries. To them he continued to give, 
is confidently allerted here, numerous and 

aftonKhing 



COURT :Or fiBRX.IK> ZTC. 293 

aftonifliing proofs of his fupeteatural powen 
Ibme of wliich I have heard relatedbut 
after the fpecimcn that I have detailed, all 
others would be at once tedious and fuper- 
fluous. Schrepfer did not long enjoy his 
celebrity, and his deathjfis not the leaft ex¬ 
traordinary part ofhishiftory. Three gen¬ 
tlemen, whom he had in fomc meafure ini¬ 
tiated into his mjfieries ; for he profefled 
to inftm^t in the fcience of magic; were pm- 
mifed by him an exhibition more wonderful 
than any at which they had yet affifted. 
For this purpofe tliey attended him into the 
wood of Rofendaal, which is at a finall dif- 
tance without the ^ates of Leipfic. It was 
in fummer, before the fun rofe, between 
three and four o^'clock in the morning. When 
tliey came to a certain part of the grove, 
he defired them to remain there a little, 
while he went on one fide, to make the 
requiiite invocations. After waiting a few 
minutes, they heard the report of a piftol, 
Haftening to the fpot, they found that he 
had ihot himfelf, and was already without 

V 3 fenfe. 
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feufe. He foon afterwards- expired. AH 
ihofe w^ho believe him to have had inler- 
courfc with evil* Ipiiils, affirm that he was 
tormented by thorn perpetually, winch ren¬ 
dering his life niifbrable, induced him Lo 
ha\e recourfe lo a piitol. I imagine, how¬ 
ever, you will think with Horace, lh<*t it is 
not ncccflary to call in fupernatuml inter¬ 
ference, in Older to account for the violent 
end of fuch a man. Ho has left behind liim 
many profelytes ; but, 1 belie\ e, no one who 
pretends to equal knowledge of his focrets. 

It is probable that my next letter will be 
dated from Prague, or from Vienna. 
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LETTER IX. 

> 

d t 

Jovrney from Drefden^ through Prague, to 
Vienna.—State of that Capital, and of th^ 
Imperial Court, at the cl^e of the pear 1777. 

Vienna, i)ecem&er 20, 1777, 

rjpHREE v/eeks are nearly elapfed fince I 
arrived in tliis city ; but, before I enter 
«n any particulars connected with it, let me 
mention briefly fome circurafiances of my 
journey through Boljcniia. I left DrefJen 
with regret, on the !24th of November, at 
midnight, in the midll of a heavy fnow, and 
found myfelf at day-break, near the frontiers 
of Saxony. At a miferable village among the 
mountains, called Peterfwakla, 1 entered the 
Auftrian dominions ; but fuch was the feve¬ 
rity of the weather, and the deptli of the 
blows, that it was with difficulty the carriage 
could proceed, or be prevented from over- 
letting. The road lay through defiles for 
feveral leagues, bounded by pi’ecipices to 
the left, that overhang the river Elbe; and 

u 4 of 
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of which I could give you a defeription, if 
it had not been already belter done many 
years ago, by Lady Wortley Mojilagu, when 
fhe t ravelled the fame road in her way to 
ConflaiAmople. I drove il, as Ihe did, by 
night; and neither the danger nor the dll- 


ficultles aic* b iilu i lur uine. 


Pafiing llirougn ibiuouh ^br the 

battle fought ihrre in 175 ( 1 , f got to Prague 
in about ihirlyKiglil liour^ after leaving 
Drt lUeii. 


My flay in Prague was nuich loo Ihort lo 
allow me, if 1 had ilu iiu Imulion, to <uv e \ on 
any ari'urate dtlcriplion of the place. l"he 
fitualion is w ild and rowitfntie; tlie city largts 
but not cheerful, except in thofe pait^ llml 
lie, on the banks of the river Moldaw, by 
which it is inlorfe6ied. Prague, no longt^r 
the relidence of a Court, is now only the 
d6ferted capital of a dependant kingdom, 
little confidered among tlie numerous and 
widely fcattered provinces of the lloufe of 
Aullria. Its poilHlion has been dil'puted 
in almofi every age; and the ground on 

all 
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all fidos, like that qf Troy in antiquity, is 
markeil out bv battlcvs, which render it 
elaflic ill the hiflory of Germany., But 
I hoy have not the fame celebrity ; eareni 
quia vafe facro. On niy journey through 
Bohemia, Moravia, aiicltfUpper Auftria, I 
only flopped lo change horfos, and ^arrived 
in thi^ city on the 30lh of November. 

Two days ago I prefented by Sir 
Robert Ki*ith, to the Emprefs Queen, 
and aftenv »rds to the Eni])T*ror Jofepli. 
Maria Tlu^n^fa receh(‘d us in the deepeft 
mourning, in a chamber linng ^^ith black 
velvet, on ihc third florv of the palace. 
She has neither worn any otlu'r drefs, nor 
inhabited any other apartments, fince the 
deceafe of the late Emperor Francis her 
huiband, more than twelve yc ars ago. Her 
perfon retains no traces of her former beau¬ 
ty : but her manners an' henign, gracious, 
and obliging. Over the doors of the room, 
I remarked the portraits of her grand¬ 
father Lt'opold, and of his deliverer, John 
Sobiefki, King of Poland. In compliance 
with the antk*nl etiquette of the Imperial 

Court, 
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Ccrtirt^ file is always alone, when fiie gives 

’S 

todience to foreign MiniAers, as is likewife 
her fon the Emperor. * 

This capital, in common with Ger- 
many, enjoys at prefent the moft complete 
ferenity; and all the pleafures of the winter 
are already begun, among which thofe of 
the taWe feem not to be forgotten. Prince 
Kaunitz, Pi’ince Golloredo, and a number 
of the firft Miniflers or Nobility, do the 
honours of Vienna to ftrangers, w ith equal 
bofpitality apd magnificence. The Court 
is much enlivened by the prefence of the 
Archduchefs of Milan, and her hufband the 
Archduke Ferdinand, \\{j[io are lately arrived 
here from Lombardy, on a vifit to the Em- 
prefs Queen. Maria Therefa, finking in 
ye^s; divided between her religious ob- 
fervances, and her civil duties; occupied 
alternately in bufiiiefs of flate, and in ex- 
creifes of devotion; hopes to pafs the even¬ 
ing of her ftormy reign in peace, furrounded 
by her numerous family. She has lived to 
extirguiih the long hereditary enmities 
between the Houfes of Bourbon and Auftria.^ 

Three 
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Three Princeffes, her daughters^ the Queensr 
of France and Naples, and the Archduchefe 
of Parma, who fealcd the reconciliation by 
their relpe^live marriages, form the heft 
guarantees for its ftability. On the fidfe of 
Pruffia, there appears to j)e no immediate 
or obvious fubje6t of appreheniion. Ruffia, 
if not in clofe alliance with the cabinet of 
Vienna, at leaft is not hofille; and the 
Turks, far from being formidable, are here 
conlidtu'cd rather as objefils of plunder 
or of conqueft, than as capable of exciting 
alarm. 

The. Emperor, on his part, is not left 
fully occupied than his mother; but bulineis 
feems to be his principal purfuit and gratis 
fication. Emulous of Frederic, he wears like 
him a uniform on all occafions, and mani- 
fefts the warmeft affe6lion for his foldiery. * 
Hunting is the only diverfion in which 
he indulges, unlefs we account travelling 
amons: the number of his amufements; but 
even his travels are almoft folely direSied 
to obje6ls of information. He has already 

accurately 
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^accurately infpe6ted: the far greater part 
his own doniihioils; ho is recently returned 
from France; and I am told, that he pro- 
je6ls foon to \ifit England. 

Prmce Kannitz, firft Minifter of Maria 
Therela during tbree-and-twenty years, coiir- 
ftinuesftill to guide the councils of his niiftrefs. 
To him is due the merit, if fuch it be, o 4 " 
ttOTiinating the quarrels between the Houfe 
of Auftria and France, as the ineafure was 
peculiarly his own. Though be appears to 
, jxife tlie greater pari of his time between his 
Manege, where he conflantly rides, tlic 
Ibciety which meets every evening at his 
palace, and liis favoritQdiverlion of billiards; 
yet he finds leHiirc for directing idl tlue 
complicated affairs of the Einprefs Queen, 
and poffefies an alnioft unlimited authority. 

. Lilte ter, declined in years, he neverthelefs 
appears to be frefli and vigorous^ 

Prince Colloredo, as Vice-Chancellor of 
the Empire, is tlie firft Minifter of JofepJi 
the Second in his Imperial capacity; but he 
is fuppofed to enjoy far lefs of the private 
' , confidence 
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confidence of his nrafter^ than Marflial Lacy. 

I hear little of Laiidohn, who occupies fi) 
cliftinguifliecl a place in the efteem of Fre^ 
deric, and who performed fuch eminent 

t * * 

fervices in the late war. Peace has reduced 
him to comparative infigifificance. In the 
perfonal aifeftlons of the Emprefs Queen, 
lier daughter the Archduchofs Cliriftina is 
believed to have no rival. Her hufliand. 
Prince Albert of Saxony, who is Governor 
of Hungary, has a palace at Prefliiirg; but 
they do not the lefs rcllde in Vienna during 

k 

the greater pari of tlie w^inter. Among the 
foreign Minifters, the French EmbaOador 
alone leems to enjoy a marked confideration. 
The clofe connexion aftually fubilfting be¬ 
tween this Court and that of Verfailles; 
added to the magnificent Itjde in which lie 
entertains, as reprefentative of I>ouis the 
Sixteenth; conduce to give the Baron de 
Breteuil a vaft fuperiority over every other 
member of the “ Corps Diplomalique.” It 
is no where more vifible than in the draw¬ 
ing-room of Prince Kaunitz himfelf. 

Such 
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Such are the outlines of the Court aii(J 
Cabinet of Vienna at the clofe of 1777, 
and fuch the principal perfons who dire6t its 
movements. They will ferve as landmarks, 
by which to enable you to ^ form a judg¬ 
ment on the fa6ls or events, which may 
occur during my llay here. In a ftiort 
time I (hall write again. 
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LETTER X. 

' » r 

Death of Maximilian Jofephy EleiHor of Bavaria, 

. —Circumjtances of his lafi lilnefs.—Arrival 
of the Intelligence at Vii^^na,—Cummuniceh 
tion of it to the Emprefe Queen.—Her Con- 

i ‘ 

diiB.—Seizure of Lower Bavaria*by^the 
' Aiijirians.—Speculations upon the prbbalUe 
Confequcnces of that Event. ' • 

Vienna, Jtinuaty 9 , 1778 , 

J LITTLE imagined, when I concluded 
my laft letter, and deferibed to you the 
ftate of profound repofe, which this Court 
and capital prefeiited on my arrival, that 
it would be lb fo<5n dilturbed. Ev^ery 
thing then feemed to amiounce a contiaa- 
•ance of public tranquillity; but,' the un- 
expefted death of the Eleftor of Bavaria 
has lliaken the foundations on which it 
Jrefted, and may, not improbably, be the 
prelude to hew feenes of conteft between 
Aiiftria and PrulTia. Laudphn, who for 
feyeral yOars has lived in obfeurity, ehd 
fcairedy attrafiled notice, will perhaps be 

agaia 
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again oppofed to Frederic in the field* 
We have not yetreco\ercd tlie aftoiuihment 
into which this event has throw^n us> and 
vre are loft in fpeculations upon its poffible 
confequences. Before I enter further on 
fo important a fubjefil, let me relate to you 
the principal circumftnnces which threaten 
to involve Germany, and perhaps Europe, 
in frelh calamities. 

The late Eleftor of Baiaria, Maximilian 
Jofeph, wa.‘ the fon of that unfortunate Em¬ 
peror, Cliarles the Seventh, who, after a 
fiiort and miferable elevation to the Imperial 
dignity, faw himfelf driv en by the Auftrians 
from his hereditary iloniinions; and foon 
afterwards expired a t Munich, under the accu¬ 
mulated weight of misfortunes and difeales. 
It is he, whom Johnfon, in his tranflaliqn of 
the tenth Satire of Juvenal, has beautifully 
felefled, as a confpicuous proof of modern 
.pre-«minence in rank and in wretchednefs. 
You probably rccolleft the d^feription, 

* which is one of the moft animated e^er 

*■ t 

drawn, and which the circoniflaiices of 

the 
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Hxe moment in which 1 mn now ^ting, 
render: peculiarly interesting: ^ 

t'he bold ]l3avanan, iu a Itickl^ hour/ ' 

** Tries the dread summit of Csssdrean power; 

" With unexpected legions hursts away, 

** And sees defenceless realms accept his sway. 

'• Short sttay ♦ .Fmr Austria spreads liermourol^l 'dharmi^ 
** The Queeui’the Beauty, sets the wprld in advsi'* 

It may indeed be accounted among the 
wonderfii^ revolutioi^s of the prefent age, 
that Maria Therefa ftiould now retaliate 
precifely in the fape manner, upon the 
death of the_ fotiy . the injuries which. IhO 
fuftaii^d from the father* Already a very 
confidcrable portion, of ^avaria has been 
feUed on by her troops,^ and is incorporated 
with her jiominions. . . 

No event could jl^ave been more impro¬ 
bable, a ifew weeks fiace, than the deceafe 
of the, El^Cior of Buvaria; who was ftill 
in the vigor oi his agp, ati^out fifty years 
old, and of a ftrohir conftltution. .He had 

* f * 4^ * i / I • * , \ i* 

olways entertaii^ed, gr^^ apprehenfions of 
.the linaU-ppx, whiphjh^jnpyer had naturally 
1 . , caught, 



ij/bd uttioxnk 6t tnt ' 

eaug{it, and wUcb be had not, Vik6 Catha- 
Tine die Second, the >^ildom and mag* 
nanimity to anticipate by mocniation. 
Eveiy precaution ivas ineffeduai for pre^ 
ferving him froth the attacks of that fatal 
dbjiemperf A young lady of quality, Mar 
dame de Riva, who happened to be on a 
vifit at the Court of Munich, and who 
lodged in the Ele^otal palace, was fcized 
with the ftttall-pox,' The nature of her dit- 
eafe was cerofiilly concealed from theSleAor; 
but her grandfrither having been ^th her at 
her bedfide, imprudently came immediately 
efrcrwards into the room where the £le 6 ior 
'was' engaged at billiards. He had hardly 
remained a few minutes there, when that 
Prince exclsdmed, Some perfon here has 
the ^».pox; I feel it 1“ Inftantly tiirow- 
ine adwn th^ tnece which he had in nis hand, 
h4 retired to his apartment, and foon was 
tdkm 31. lliough the fymptoms, from die 
Itbginhlng, were very alarming, yet it !• 
Inj^y probable, dmt under jitdic^ms nuw 
Id^tiient he x^gh^ have fennounted the 
17 difeafe. 



couKT mnmmmrt jttcj 

jjjeaftk' 'But the'»%viirittk who. 

ws not yet fl^ed in' diemddevn of 

the fm9&f>Qx;» adhered tx> the anticiat psto* 
tice and die eaclufion of frelb 


air^ During fom^ daye before fats deceafi^ 
fto hopes of a fiivoiimble dhimge eniei> 

iaki^ t' lend the sefait ftifficiemly proves 
dsat Ihis^Ooitit was dilly prepared for his 
diflMtktkm^: : He lay in a deplorable eondi^ 
tioix Ibr thd laili fbny^igbt hourSp his head 
IWellad to a prodigious and hli&atfuree 

hardly reeognisablai^ the malignahi 

nature of the diflemper* On 30 th of 
Becember* laft Tueiday fe^nnlghty ^hififig 
the nightf he expired; and Cotmt- Hartigy 
the Auftrkn nenipotendary at the Court of 
Bavaiia^ loft not epa iuftaxit in chfpsU'iching a 
xnellhnger to l^nhco Kaiinits, witli the im« 
ponant intelligenee. ' 

Tho Courier aKghted at (he hopfe of the 
firft Min^r^' ^hoai hudf paift ftx" d*olock, 
on tite opening of the tft of > ioiuaiuy; 
whicli is« day of and 1%0 otd^ one 
now oldfamd as fuch^ edKkle year. 

^ xe All 



A&rtliei hobilitjr aad^fSifofons ofrconditio 
itt Vienna* "were dien'about 1^. afiei^le iw 
the great: drwing-^m o£ the pdbc^^where 
the Engipnef^ Queon* thd^^Einpesor^vaiitd ther 
Archdiicbefles, hei^ dau^htei®, were^iefeuts? 
Maria Therefa iat down-to play; vwhde itba 
Einperor*)^who li^lsri^i^ges! at:cards,ifto6«l 
iiear ther;v.occupibd'! conrerfiitidn. i.!! mbt 
at an. iiick}nridei^able idiitence from 
Pnni^;Ka,unkz hating ^rUfed H:h€i difpatch 
frcm' Munich,-acquainting iiim. iii^ith ilthe 
Ele^ria death, mxoiediately repaired t<)i the 
Impeiifd palace, with'vrhich^hii^'om fx>m« 
municatee'byajgallery. Un>;^illing tU excite 
reniaiics,: or to attm£i'the public attention, 
he did„;not Ihew himielf; but fent in a 
perfoh toJ^orm the Emperor, ;thht, he wa 3 
defiroua to impart to his M^jefiy feme in*- 
telligence of confequence* That* Prince# 
who >as probably aware of the natm^^ of 
the news, [wbieli itould >Boit be imex|>e6ted^^ 
' wiihdresw ;'ibut" returnedr^ in a few maSmtes, 
and Waning : over' the itable at which. his 
mother I iihus iplayidgi * ho wliifperOd ^ fosne 

words 
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Vojrd^ in W She I# &ll^ 

cardsi'^nd riling' Mf Viih evident marks of 


emotion, <]^itted the aphrtment. ^'As Sife 
was fuddai, no one knew ^the canfe 


the tEmprcfs's departure was fo prec^ltaf#, 
asweilas anforefeen,’that slie Archcfaiohel!^, 
her daughters, who were engaged each at 
feparate oard*table, remained for jR)me mo¬ 
ment ignorance of her Imving left the 
room, . When they were made acquainted 
with it, they likewif^ laid down tlieir card% 
and followed her. We all looted at eadt 
other in allonifomeht, confeious that fome 
event of moment had taken place, but uh^ 
certain of its nature.. The Cou‘t hrofce up, 
and many conjo6iures.were forined on. the 
rcafons^ of the Empfefs^ cohduCl. Next 
morning it was fully explained, by the news 
of the Eleftor of Bavarians death, which 
became public. ; 

That event nuifl nai^el&rily have been con« 
fidcred as inevitable, for fome days pftevious 
to its actually taking place; and the ^general 
meafures to be purfued upon it, for fecuring, 

X3 or 



g{« Op Tfifl 

4k ii^aqg 00 0 of th^ BoYSli^M) fiiicoeA 
ficHi» woro. iO>',^|]il^ »is. VO ^itft fiy>^e» 
ijtoody fejtM-Bi the C«i1»ii|et. Ikoo^«hDw• 
litw g«4«i onthoiityk ^t.oo ^e night 
^ t>f Jaam/tfi, After ^ £i9iq>fe& 

jtetired to htr ovm « 

4eeiet oouocil vos there heldf confifi^g fS 
'Jbefel^ ihe Erapciort aad Prinoe Karanttie, 
'Much differenoe .of opioioo between tiaras* 
Mhtive to tile eaimt of temtoty to he 
dbimedaod i(i«cupteti by the Auftmn troops, 
(tiiea stakBMed itfti£ The firfl Mini^ 
hevOig i^end btsfi»e .their Maj^es a map 
oftBuriiria, poiated not the pmtaont of tlmt 
JEHedbOrate;, to tphkh he conceived the pre* 
ttiliuBU hf Mark Tbeeefa mij^ viMj and 
jiiffly be extended. 3he Emperor fiipported 
him witit aB bis force,' and urged that tooopa 
ihduld h* ioftaatiy ftoX to take poSeffion of 
the diftri^ in queftion: bat the Empreis, 
heooaae. Cautiom ifrnn .age, amfe to var, 
aiul.pechf^ not fdto^getiUsr ifetiafied :in her 
.tnmd of the juitiae <of the chums about to 
hf.iht -up^ lappeared to be ueiry undeddedi 

She 
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She belarayed gi)eat<agitati0nroft^^ repea;dng 
with isafoefhaeft In Gods 

^ Baine, only take rwhat we have a jdgblita 
demand! I fenefee that; it wiU end itt:war« 
“ My wi& is to end eay days in peace/* 

* Kcxtirithftanding the Empreis’s rduc- 
tance to the tneidafe of ft^ing by force on 
any part of the Bavarian territories, it 
finally axiopted on that night, and has been 
£ace carried into execution with incredible 
eeieiity. General Langlois, and Coimt 
Clair&it, by orders from the Court, enterdd 
on the newly claimed, difrri&s, without m 
hcniar's delay. They met, as might be fiip* 
poled, with no rehibuice from the Bavarian , 
or Palatine Government; and are already in 
pofleffion of a very oonfrdemblo trafit of 
countiy. At the hour that 1 am writings 
frarcely above a week after the receptionof 
the news of the late ElleAor’s death, we 
know here that the Imperial Commifliudee 
are occupied in numbering end marking the 
boufes, ;^roughaut all the villa^ef Lower 
Bavaria. Troops are pouring in, to fuftam 

a 4 thofe 



MiatoiKtsor^^^irs;; 

thOkfe \re!^ ietit at ^ lio 

obftacles of an' unex^)e£bd natitnp ihoal 4 
arife, the whole transfer effe&ed 

without' Shedding a diK>pbf blhold, * < f * 

But, however tranquil aiSurs may be at 
prefent, in fo early a’ftage df the bufinefs; 
we ate naturally led to afV, whether they can 

terminate in the fame manner?; Will the 

« ** 

Eleftor Palatine, who. is heir to tlio Duchy 
of Bavaria and to every part of the fucceffion, 
acquiefce "withput remdnftrance in the plaims 
of MariaiTherefa and JofephP^will hir 
nephew and prefumptive fucceflbi*, the Duke 
of Deuxrponts, fubmit to be thus defpoiled 

whofe mother is lifter to the deceafed 
Prihoey and df courfe his allodial heir, take, 
mrfiritereft in the jifl&ur? Even though.all 
thofe Princes,, from political weakneft, or 
from isuiy other motives,: Ihoald. tamely 
allow' tbemfelves tir be. plundered;. qan 
Pnjtffialook on imcoAdecnied, while hU moft 
k^ja^bleeenemy aggmndizes inmfelf, and 

extends 


of a country which he confiders as his future 
inheritance? Will the Eleftor of Sa^ny^ 
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his territories^? r rfPi^dcric," 
vigilance nev^r iatemits/ will pf6bebly 
terfere foouer or later« atleaft by negotiation, 
if not by arms. What are the;pretenfiona 
of the Cabinet of Vienna ? On: ^vhat fop?*’ 
pofed right of confan^uinity, ,or exifting. 
treaty are, they founded,"^and how large is 
their extent ? On all thefe interefting points,^ 
relative: to which we are here at prefent 
completely ignorant, a .;flmrt time muft 
enable us to form an. opinion, , . 

^ Hie late Elector x>f Bavaria, though an 
amiable, mild, and beneficent Prince, waa 
deficient in yigor imd energy of charadter.; 
His fiicility of temper, added to the want 
of economy, produced numerous abnfes- 
Poflelfing neither ambition nor military 
talents, he manifefted no wiih to augment 
his political power; and inftrufted by Iiis 
father s example, he only afpired to maintain 
his dominions in peace. By the Eleftrefii 
his wife, who was a Princefs of Saxony, 
daughter of Auguftus the Third| he has left 
no ifiiie, and in him expires the GuMmim 

Lino 



or tn 

him of tho Polatsiie Houie. A» boftd ^ 
the Bacfo^pMTie Brii^dn, the Oe€i;or P«Ia« 
tine fucc^Bds ^ his temtories; but the 
4igAity becomes exttn^. Charles 
Tb^dbr«s the new Duke of fiamm, wh^ 
brs long fince reached Munich, is a men 
of talents, a patron of all the fine art.s, of 
jotters, and of learning. But, the exigency 
df lus fitiiation demands vigor, decilkm, 
and reibiirces of chara^ler. We ihall ibon 
fee whether he means to refill, or to fubinit 
to the AnClricm claims: a qucftion arkfck is 
here difcufied in every fi>ciety, and which 
may firni agnate all Europe. In my next 
letter I Hiall probably be able to fpeak mosu 
decidedly upon tlie fubje^. 
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LETTER XL 

* » v * 

J ■ ., 

fac\fic AJ^^ AJp^irs/'^^muJl^nenti fif iks 
Courts afid of Vicnna,^^I)ffcriptimi of u 
" Courfc des Traineauje^'^^Society of Vienna* 
^Beniotvflcy.^His AdvmtuteS^ and Efcapc 
from Kantjth<dka, 

VizaiSA, Janu«fy 76tkf S778. 

T hib political ilorm which £> lately 

threatened to overturn the repofe of 

this country and o£ Europe, appears, if wo 

credit every concurring account, to be paib 

We talk hfitc ^^f nothing except the con^ 

tinuance of peace,^ aud are only occupied 

with amufements. The Ele^or Palatine Itdi 

not merely iubmitted to the demands^ of 

Maria Therefa and Jo%>h, hut has eve^ 

ratified them by a formal fiipulation, ,Wh0r 

ther the defire of traEK|uillity, Im inability 

to refift fo poweitfid a c<uupctitor, Or any 

more concealed motives of private interefti 

have induced him to rehnquifh fo large and 

valuable a part of the Bavarian fiicoefiion, 

« , 

Ere unacquainted. As he is however, 

like 



or tniT ^ 

like the late EIe6l:or,his predeceflbr, deftitutd 
of legitimate iffue, it 'ifi iieceffary that the 
Duke of Deux-ponts, his nephew and pre- 
fiimptive heir, ^ Ihould likcwifc acquiefce in 
the Auftrian claims. ^ Relalue to thea^>prO'^ 
l)ation of the IChig of Prulfia, Uttle concern 
ieems to be exprelTed, and little ferious 
oppofition on his part appears to be ex- 
p(*fled. The Cabinet of Vienna probably 
relies on his age and infirmities, bis well- 
faiown reluftance to engage again in war, 
and his confcioufijefs of the ftate of prepa¬ 
ration in which he would find the Houfe of 
Auftria. Yefterday, Prince ^ofeph Lob- 
Icowitz fet off for Mupich, to inveft the 
£le£tor Palatine with the order of the 

Golden Fleece" in the name of their 
Imperial Majeflies. It is a bad cxcliange 
for his captured provinces. Indeed, his 
whole condu£b in the tranfa3:ion has not 
tended to raife his character even here, foj^ 
magnanimity or Ipirit. Lampoons are pub- 
lickly circulated through Vienna, in which 
he is treated with great feveriry. 

>' While, 
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While, V by ' the sBpid and* fticcefsfai 
feizure of fo coirfiderable .a territoiy ad 4 
joining to Upper Auftria and Bohemia, the 
political power and dominions of Maria 
Therefaf are * greatly and indefinitely aiig*’ 
mented; ? Vienna preferits^ fcene of amufe*^ 
ment and feilivityi ‘ Even the Court, which 
is not in general cheerful, • has ftiaken off its 
formality,' and relaxed .fQmeivhat of 
vity. To the prefence of the ArcHducIiafs 
of Milan, we.,are indebted for fo unufiiaf an 
exliS>iti9hbf gaiety and magnificence;'*Sho 
is a very pleafing and amiable Pnncefe, art 
Italian,’daughter and heirefs of the Duke ^^ 
Modena. Her perfon is by no' means 
beautiful, biit her manners captivate lUrtll 
verfelly. As ihe loves diveriions, partaodarly 
dancing, the Emprefs^ iil^ Compliment to 
her, permits balls to be given* in the Impeiisd 
palace. All ? foreigners of condition' aife 
vited ;-and Iffie never feik to be pfefenBher-i 
felf in ]^fon. But the inoft lingular^ 
as fplea<hd, fpeSacle which;hhave witnofied^ 



‘‘ fCourfe. des Traineiu^K." 'Under 



reigns 



jil- iri^dtus or tfffs: 

feigns of ^ Kxth, and of the 

late £m]>eror Franas, they were common i 
but, Jo%)h the Second mklier likes the 
mimdement, nor the expence attending it^ 
which is confiderable. Several hundred 
cartSiftre always employed on the preceding 
day, to bring ihow into die city, and to 
A^atter it through the principal ftreets, as 
Qlberwife the fledges could not be driven 
with eafe or fafety* 

i . Ehiring^d^^ month, we have al¬ 

ready had two ** CJourfes des Traineaux,^* 
one by day, and the other by torch-light: 
thefli& of whicli exhibitions produced, in 
my opinion, infimtely die fineft effeQ:. The 
Emprefs Queen, accompanied by the Arch* 
duehefles Maria and Chriftina, repaired to 
Marflial Haddick^s houfe, in order to be 
a fpeSatrefs of:.them ; the Emperor decKn* 
ing ta take any *a£rive part in the amuie* 
meat. ^ The Ardidtidiefs of Milan, and her 

the Archducfaefii £%abeth, 
Pledges ivi^e condu^fied by die Arch* 
Ferdihaad aial Idaiunulidii, led the 

way. 
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twiy. More than tMrty fledged followed, 
drawn up one bebmd the other; in eaeh of 
which wad foated a lady, dtefied in ford richly 
ornamented, and her head covered with 
a profoiion of jeweb. Behind her flamb 
the nobleman who drifts, commonly aa 
muclrdeeorated with diamonds ^as the lady. 
The fledges themfelves, which form not 
the leaflr curions part of the light, are gilt 
and carx’ed with great tafte, reprefenting 
the figures of dragons, ferpents, peacockd, 
or monfters; and commonly coll fome 
thoufand florins. Before each, run footh 
men, or Heyduques, foperbly habited, 
carrying long poles* in their hands. Even 
the horfes are quite obfeuted under the 
multiplicity of trappings,* plumes, and ornuh 
ments, with which they are loaded. The 
** Grand Ecuyer," or Mailer of the Horfe, 
always begins the procefiion. In this order 
they drive with amazing velocity, through 
aH the principal ftreets and fquares of the 
capital, for abmit two hours, and finilH at 
the Imperial palace^ « 

Vienna 
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Vienna offers'^efidei, gratifications to t{)i$ 
mind, fiir fuperior to anjr pleafurc that 
i^dacles filch as thefe^ however fplendi4« 
can aiibrd« Many of the great nobility 
open their houfes to receive company, and 
feveral are conftantly at home ahnofi every 
evening* Prince Kaunitz’s, and Prince 
CoUoredo^s apartments are ufually crowded; 
There, among General Officers, foreign 
Embafiladors, prelates, ladies, and courtiers, 
are to be f>metinies found Laudohn, con- 
feffedly the firft military commander of th^ 
prefent age; and, though ftill more rarely, 
Metaftafio, the moA beautiful poet in hi^ 
lino of compofition, which this, or, perhapsi, 
any other period has produced. The Enif- 
peror not unfrcHuently prefents himfelf* 
at.thofe aflemblies. As he is never an-^ 
nounced, and is accompanied only by a 
Angle chamberlain, bis entrance occalionfi 
no confufion; and it haa happei:(ed to 
mo to be for many»minutes in tlie fame 
foom^ , before I have perceived him, 
ftanding behind a chair, or mixed* in thp 

crowd. 
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cromd. He loye^ttp conv^rfe, and is ex- 
jtrcmely conimiyiic^tiTe. I re- 

kte his adventures, wjben travailing |;bi?oug^ 
the Bannat of Temefw^r and^ |j>me part^ 
of Sclavonia, onl^ a few evenings ago, with 
equal vivacity and humo^. 

Among the lingular charapters which 

•v 

Vienna furnilhes at the prefent tpoment, is 
the celebrated Count Beniowfld. I meet 
liim frequently in company, and have 

liftened with admiration as weU as enter- 

* i * 

« a f 

tainment to the recital of hi| adventures^ 
which exceed in audacity every thing, lar¬ 
iated of the Buccaneers in the laft centuyy, 
and have juflJy acquired him no small repu¬ 
tation. He is by birth a Hungarian, of a 
noble extrafiriou, and not above thirty-fix 
years old. During the period, of general 
tranquillity which fucceedpd to the peace of 
1763, when Poland offered almoft the only 
field in Europe for enterprize and miliary 
talents; Bepiowlky, in common yyijbh many 
of h*s countrymen^ joined the f plUh con-* 
^C^rate^, who took up aim^a^uoft Staai£* 
ybt. i. Y ' laus 
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} aits and his protestors the Rufilans. Their 
caufe Msas unfortunate r the for greater 
humber of diofe who ventured to oppofe 
tte troops of Catharine, having periftied 
by the fword, or languiihed out their lives 
in poverty, exile, and every variety of 
wretchednefs. 

, Beuioiviky being, taken prifoner in one of 
the Ikirmillics that took place among the 
woods near the frontiers of Hungary and 
Poland, was driien, with a number of other 
captives, from Cracow to the city of Kiow 
in* the Ukraine. They w'ere chained, as I 
hdve heard him declare, like wild beads, 
expofed to all the viclflitudes of heat and 
cold, the feverity of which were rendered 
more fcnfible by the want of cloths, of food, 
and of clednlinefs. Though incapacitated 
by his wounds from walking, except with 
the affidance of crutches, he* was not the 

, « k • * 

lefi compelled to perform the march on 
foot I fubjefted to blow^s, and to every fpe- 
*cie» of indignity, as well as cruelty. More 
l^n three^fotirtlis of* t 3 i 6 humber exjpir^d 
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on the road; an<J the (iirvivors, among 
M'hom was Benio^y, were transferred from 
Kiow to Cafan* While there, he eltdea** 
voured to excite on mfuiTe6iion againft the 
Ruffian Government, in which he fiEuled. 
Having neverthelefs efieft^d his efcape from 
Cafan, he ree^ihed Peterfburgh Avithout be¬ 
ing difcovered; whence he projected to em¬ 
bark for fome other part of Europe. He 
had even contracted for his paffiige in a 
Dutch Ihip, and was going on board; whe% 
cither by tlxe treachery of the Captain, or 
by the vigilance of the police, he was feised 
and committed to prifon. 

Catherine only liberated him from con* 
Ihiement, to fend liim into exile* After 
travelling many in a covered fledge, 
over a fnowy furrounded by ahnoft 

peipetual darknefi, he arrived at ToboUky 
in Siberia t where he learned that he was to 
be fuirther fent on to Kamfehatlca. Near a 
year elapfed betareen bis departure from 
Peteribar|;k, and his arrival at that &vaga 
and fequ^nd extrenrity of tits RuiSaa 

Y e Eo^rf 
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Hsuring tmtiericd the launefiijs 
^jctio^^f Afii^ jnthicjl^ fep^p^tes Siberia from 
^K^^'li^tka, h^ foq^id/oii lus^arrhal at his 
,d^pavbu,t^a ii^mber of cxiUis, fome 
zmopg^ ^^hom* beeu^ hls*.£riends and 
^awnpauions. After receh ing firc-anns, they 
.wore opderod to provide their own fubliC- 
Ji^nce, and hkewii^ito ftirniih a certain num- 
bor of furs (ind £il)}efe for ih.e ufe of the 

V ♦ 

Emprclb^ at^ides conluiuiing the 

pnpc^pal fource*) of her revemte. * 

* Ujgdlivbducd by the nature of his fituation, 
yljjch feiemed to preclude Ijope, well us 
ofliftanuce, Beniowfky conceived the duiiag 
of li^ Uberatihg htmfeli’j and then 
of efoaping fr^ipa^tUe^ tlnntinions of Cat ha*- 
tine. , I|avii)g, Qopceijt^d nie^fures for the 
^Mgfiife Vfi^rtijs fiojlipj^ns, who 
V>; fpllotf »p(J tn. purift tlwy at- 

tivdk^ gjjanJ, euMl put them to 

tb^,ftji«id. icrfiqg. sHs iniftanl, Bct 

the’ ^tered 
’ to Ilieeflqjih«4igsinjf«fc, jtQgPthei 

^ ftpyeruot «fikr Sk defpeiat* 

» "I 

..: .. Tf ' refribnee. 

m 



COUt’T tTC. 325 

refiftance. They then ieiSB^d ftws 

in th6 public magadni^ 'which thayr.put 
on board a veflel that had been 
fbr the pwrpsfecf making difcovcriesf altPMi]^ 
the vaft Archipelago pf Islands featl^d itt 
riie iiuknqwn Ocean bet^e^ Alia arftt* Ame¬ 
rica* AocoifapUnied lly n^ar a'hundred of 
his followers, be lot Tail, deftituteVof any 
means. except courage and defpair,^ 
>igatfng through ktltudes equaiij- incle¬ 
ment, as *they are unexplored by mariners. 

In '^tbe coiirfe of his "voyage, B^nib^y 
had to encounter aknoft every calanfit^*By 
which human nntdi^ could be affailed. ‘ Fa^-^ 
minO) fickneftV mutiny, tempeft, and Ihip-» 
wrecks thrOatehed by lut:nsto ^ terihiiikte* 
his rcunairtic life antt' adventures. Aitet' 
vainly attempting to navigate noltii, by thd 
Frozen Ocean that furrounds the Pole* hd 
flood to die foutli; fea'llied, he 
fome of the illandsh^ependan^' O^ Japan; 
and was ho{|)itably ^received by the nutsics. 

» V ii * 

In die ifland of Fontoofa, rendered 
bj the’prefehd^ Hiftory of r&lbnufl&r, 

V 3 where 
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. lie likewi^^ laad^ r he' entered (I 

cami6t> .'lUidei^fimid on what pre- 

tenicei)'; into hordes with the natives, 
li^ieb were produftive of very. fangumaiy> 
pdnfeqiien^.', finally eutanng the river of 
Macao'in China, he mived fa^y at Can- 
toni fitHU : wlienfi.e he retumed to Europe; 
It is impdEble to, contemplate fuch an en- 
teipfizet 'without a mixture of aftoniibment 
tnd .adpriratira, mixed with incredulity. 
'1^;^peditipo of Argonauts, fo cele- 
bntled io’ aniiquviy, the chiefs cA which 
wwre .railed to almoft divine honours; (hnr 
not bear the fmaBeft oompartfon .in real 
danfEsr or difficulty,, '^th Beniowfky’a navi- 
gatfop,, i It . may be queflioned. whethet 

^pmbtts bimlEdf bad greater impediments 
.wbi(^ to from the fearxii' the 

id(iiibd|$natloi>, pi^.tbe foperlritiop .of.his 
^Efhq. i«|ip,inpf!y .rimel) a,bput to 



> w 
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during,■tb«,'!period.,TKbep it was 
by-the >^(Mfeul, :had 

originally 
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oTjgin^ly protefted. jund, the 

Polifli confederates, extended its fo 

Deeply impre^ with Ins^flo- 
ni^ipg cqurage; ^d fucpjT^ th& . DnW, 
4 'Aiguilloiu Choifeuls iiiccefibrt not, cuijy 
. caafed. iiim , to be graci^fly 
‘ France*’ where he landed on: his return to 

_ ' »T* *,l •• * A 

Europe; but he has fmee conferred on,Be-^ 
niow&y, various iuilitary, pecuniary, nnd 
honorary xnark^ of ]bhe, bounty of Fretujh 
Crown. -Thisextraordinaryadventui^rim. 
foon afterguards fent out to ^adagafear, n... 
part of tlie globe to which the Cabinet of 
Verfdilles has,long dire6led its attention; 
ami with the interior, as well as pr^uc**. 
tions of which country^ they are fer . ^tter 
acquainted than ourfdves, or any Eurppeail., 
nation, d ain afiured tlkt £femowiky>W , 
already rendered to ^Louis the Sixteenth, 
very important feiyipt^'tliere; and^it 'js 
imagined that lie be aga te jd^p atobed to 
Mad^fcar, tcf tevef^te 
the refources,. commercial and <ppiiticaik dr' 
that unknown and extendve ii^d* i? '. 

T4 . iM 



ek 6n a i^ifit Bfeire to hii' liativ^ cdiitt^' 

tfy, vfhe^k 

drfpferat^^ actcb^^&iiits -have' fecnk^ ‘ him 
the moflf ^art^riiig reception. ‘ fcoplb 6f 
ev«r^ itok» ‘ crdwd ifound him td di^arWc^ 
flory^of his efcape from Kamfchatka; wKlbft 
her^6Hiftits with a coIdpefs,andev6nphle^‘, 
that dncreafes its effeSi:*bn the auditors. 

The^ IiiieSments of liis countenance cor- 
rcfpoiiti^ wonderfully with his hiftory, and 

which is ’robuft and \’igo- 
rdtis,' ciinycys thd idea of determined intre¬ 
pidity; During His campaigns in Poland, 
he redeiveld humieroits wounds; particularly 
'one in the haunch, ^ririch has much dif» 
abteo'hiin friiih eiUttidn's of aStivity. When 
hh'Tholes hik* tkicfy ph the woUnded fide,' 
Wfifch 5s' gi^tiy coiitra^d in corifequence 
qt hUvifig B^en iiiterfe^d; he ' 

apf^irs; of a wh^ ho 





3 ^ 


in the military fervice of which Cn>wn he 
is engaged. Should he ever by any acci¬ 
dent fall into fhe hands RuiSans^ 

Catharine would probably facrifice him to 
the number of her fubjefts whom Beniowfky 
put to death. But, of l&ch BXi event there 


feems little or no probability. 

In my n^xt, I may perhaps be able to 
conjecture with more aiTuratictf, las to the* 
certainty of peace. At this moment, eveiy' 
thing befpeaks a contint\ancc of trahi^juilHty.' 
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l/ETTER XII. . 

< J ‘ ^ ^ 

Jto/tfle Itemchjtrances of Prujia^ rtfpctling (he 
Bavarian SiiccrJJion.^Anetdotes ’ qf Marjftal 
^ La€y,*-^Anecdotes of General Landokn, 


^ ^ ’ * ViENSA, Febntaiy j6th, 1778* 

S INCE I wrote laft, the poliUcal iky is 
again beccune dark, and feeii;^s to por¬ 
tend a.tempcfl, tliough perhaps it may notr 
immediately take place. The flattering in¬ 
dications of peace, if not vaniftied, are at 
leoft obfeured; i^nd Bavaria, it appears, 
nitay yot involve the German Elmpire in war. 
Reflftance is not however expe^ed from the 
Cbbinet of Munich, nor from that of Man- 
heii^* ’ On the contraiy, we know^hat the 
Elefi^ P^arine, Duke of Bavaria; has al- 
led^Pl^gfi^d a treaty with this Court, by 
which ot^pletely cedes the contefted 
to Maria Therefa. But, from ano-* 
quarter, VGiy ftrong oppofition has 
The Duke of Deux-ponts, far from 

' acquiefeing 
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acquiofbing in the renun^tions of the Elec* 
tor his uncle, has had a coofideatiai inter* 
view at Pot^dtun withFredeiic, for the pur* 
pofe of eifefhially oppofing, in oonjun6lioo 
\(ith him, any dUmembeitnent of fbefutojc 
Bavarian inheritance. ./liQ the allo^nl, or 
pcrfooal .property of the deceefed EleSot, 
i<> claimed hy ids fifter, the Elc£ireis Dowa¬ 
ger of Saxony. . 

Their joint reclamations might, never- 
thelcfs, be unavailing, if PmiBa could be 
induced to remain padive. But, however 
averfe he may be to war, the King, it is qn- 
derftood, has manifeded bisrefoludonnotto 
permit fo vaftan incorporation of territeiy 
to be effe6ted, without remonftronce. He 
has already united bimfeif with Saxony, 
taken the troops of the Eledor into his own 
pay, eltd fent reiterated memorials to Prinoe 
Kaunitz, ftating the injudice of the p^eten* • 
fions of the Imperial Court. No ^lymptoms 
however of a difpt^tion to yield, or tsftm to 
concede, are .vdible here. The language 
held by Audria, is high, firm, and 
jqdignant.. Maria Tlieiefa probably w idles 
' ibr 
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bta^>tf'.^ ‘j«ay-:bdiic?^.’iiiiiport, 
onibrin^a^^d^itumtftoiii sqifie^nm^ 4 he 
EmyproV d^ijf£!avit.fd^ure fadier than nn 
^cc^shittcxisctiaa. ‘Nevnjiv ir inuft be owned, 
was theiilbfafti of Auflm in better ptepam- 
tioii war:' J Artillery, finances, 

alt on <hc flioneft nqtice, < /ffaey 

reckon Ukewiie on Finedcric's on his 
inabilities of body, and natural tfelufifcance 
tfir:.oomniitbis*£nne,'as well as his acqui- 
fitibribi to hazitrd, -t I^rhaps, they reafon 
^ weU* At AU* ^vents^ it is curious' to con- 
traft the conduct 0® the fame Prince in 1741, 
with his pifelent linaibf aflion in 1778, He 
begahxhi$ ihignby attacking Maria ThOrofii, 
without* iprovocation; by biufting in upon 
Silefia, dud ovettujrtiing^the tratiquillicy of 
OeMtaiijr,rin aggrandi^^ hls'do- 

in. 4 he ^Uehing of 4 i&, dehrpus. 
^ flouiy l^p^fes ffoin re- 

of m 4 fohlng into 
Bdboxnsa 1 >ai^p)(^ibhA:s'^]^lnfelf m a botrier 

me^ 
like -1 

gfkyi kH ihe Germanic Syftcni, ^ ^ 

, ^ . Ali^ady 
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Already various, ^rpgimeijtt, pfftjfjularfy 
feveral of cavalfy, jUp/Jeij,^n|i^r{j to iparcli 
towajj^s Bohemia auiMynivia. Tboioji|f 
Lacy^ ap^ of Jofeph ColJpf^cJjO, are 
here, ip tlieir way to Pxaguc cf to^ OJbxMitf* 
No one doubts, tlmt^i^^aJVarftuJuWjpventu* 
ally take place, tjie EiJ|)eror means’ to fcrvo 
in porlpn; «but, the principal cpndu6l of the 
campaign would be probably committed to 
the ‘‘duo Fulmhia.Belli/' Maribal Lacy, 
and General Laudohn. If we ^except tha 
King of' Pruffia, and Prince Henry his bn>- 
th^^ they may be julily accounted the 
greateft,commanders of the prefent century, 
in their different Infos. The Emprels Quecfi 
is fortunate in being able to entruft her 
caufe to fucht leaders. With IStarihal Lacy 
1 hav^ the honour to be acquainted, and tp 
>neet him fometimes in private focl^ty. Ha 
is now approaching towards his fiftieth yeaq# 
iv is impoliible not to perceiv^ |hjf 
vrl^n }foung, he muft have be^ vqiy banclr 
fom^* In his perfon^he is tal]l^dthin; 

(pmplexion &llo^, and l^is featured fmatl* 
." ‘ He 


4 
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Helms the figurO) deportment, and manners 
of a man of quality; but, there is in them 
ftiH mote of the courtier and the gentlenian, 
than of the foldier. Grave, and fomewhat 
diftant on firft acquaintance, he beconies 
afterwards pleafing ^d communicative. He 
"iyeak«« French with^ual cafe and elegance; 
"entertains‘magnificently, and his table i* 
ferved with no lefs delicacy than profufion. 
Though nov" advancing fed to old age, he 
prcfcfves a youthful appearance; and though 
he has been fix times woundf*d by ttiufket* 
balls, he enjoys perfefit health; all the bal¬ 
lots Imving been extrafited, without injuiy 
to his conftitution., In his youth, he facii- 
deed to pleafwre and diflipation; but at pre- 
fent he lives retired, mixes little with the 
gay world, land paffes the evening of an aftive 
difr, m the enjoyment of a dignified'repofe. 
Poflcfied'of an" immenfe fortune, partly 
trahfmUtdd to him by defeentV and partly 
acquired in the courfe of long and honour¬ 
able fervice j he ufes it as one, who, while 
he luaowii the twIuadFii^hesi is neverthjba> 
*" ^ leis 
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lefs Aipcrior to them. Of an eletiitod mincl, 
above the little arts of intrigue^ or of Court 
cabal; he is not Icfs refpe^icd than beloved^ 
hy the So%^ereigns whom be fervea* 

Lacy is by no means, like Landohn, a 
foldier of fortune, though he has Hfen by 
his talents. His extra6kioa and family are 
Irifli, but he was bom in Ruflia. Son of 
the famous Marlhal Lacy, who, in conjunc¬ 
tion wdth Munich, commanded the Muf- 
co^ite armies againft tlie Turks, and ob¬ 
tained fo many victories o^er them in the 
laft years of the Emprefc Anne; it was in 
that great fchool he firft learnt the art of 
war. I have heard him fay, that his father 
fent him to ftudy at Lignitz in SUefia, and 
afterwards at Vienna. In ly^Of about the 
time Marla Therefa's acceffiop, he en¬ 
tered the Auftrian fervice, as an Enfign in 
the regiment of Count Brown, afterwards 
Marfhal Brown, who was killed at the battle- 
of Prague. Haviitg diftinguiCbed lumfelf 
by a thoufand afts of peribnal courage, 
eaivity, and ability, he rofe fo rapidly to 

the 
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ri^iik of that at tho commence^ 

joeot of tl\e ^ar^qf 1756, he was already a 
Colo;!^ and ifoon became a Major-Qeae- 
raL But, to Dana s protection and friencU 
fliip, he wfLS pyinc^jpally indebted for his 
eJav^ation: a patronage which Lacy repaid 
by ^fce mqft faithful adherence, and the 
nao^ pffential fcyvices. Daun always had 
recourfc to him when umlqr enibarraflment«» 


in the field, and Lacy conftanlly urgetl or 
propcHed the Marfbal to nieafares of tleci- 
fion. I have already fpolvcn elfowlicie of 
FinrV^ furrender at Muxeu, and of the 

r ^ 

4i 

celebrated retreat froin Torgaii; on both 
whicif occaCons, Lacy, acquired jnnnortal 
honor, He has been accufed of not ad- 
tmicing to Ljmdohn’s affiftance, when that 
General was bcafen by Frederic at Lignitz ^ 
bpt tbo ^cl^argc is, I l>ejipve, univcrfajly 
Pflipit^ed to be ui^uft. ^ • 

, A.dpgfae pf coldpafiv^^c^pproaching to rw 
>^ty, is j4%¥tcy^r to ^ubfift between 

them, fnch |n the la^ 9^95^17 

J»etwe^n Giiulc 

ters, 
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ters, manners, and talents, are ii^deed, veiy 
diflimilar. Lacy is not merely one of the 
firft commanders of his time, admitted to be 
fuperior even to Laudohn in the theory of 
war, in the fcicnce of taftics, and in the 
judicious choice of ground for encamps 
menls ; be is equally formed for the Cabinet 
and the drawing-room, as for the.field. En¬ 
joying the molt diftinguiflied place in the 
Emperor^s confidence and afre6tion, that 
Prince vifits him at all hours, converies with 
him on matters of bufinefs, while the 
flial is drelling, and is fuppofed to confult 
him on every point of moment. Nor is it 
only on military or political fabje6b, that 
Jofeph applies to him for advice and affiftr 
ance. Lacy is the depofitory of his moft 
fecret thoughts ; participates his domeftic 
troubles; and footbes him in thofe moments 
of dejection, difappointment, and chagrin, 
to which a divided fovereignty is peculiarly 
liable. In the difficult fcience of provifion- 
mg an army, Lacy has no equal; and he is 
allowed to be the beft Adjuiant-General in 
von. 1 . Z Europe. 
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^rope. To hini, the whole arrangement, 
dmributkm]i and management of the Aul* 
trian forces is committed in time of peace. 
The fpirit of order, fuftained by judicious 
econoi^y, which charafliEe him, enable Lacy 
to regulate with eafe fo complicated, as 
well m ib immenfe a machine. When we 
refleS: ptL thefe circumftances, we (hall not 
be furprbed that he has attained, and we 
Hmft admit thot lie deferves, the high fitu- 
atioa and fortune of which he is in poiTelTion. 

’With Laudohn I have not the happi-* 
nefs to be equally well acquainted, becaufe 
though he undeFftands French tolerably 
weB, neter converts in that language. 
He fpeoks German, and likcwifo Ruffian im-< 
perfeQ-ly^.on occafions; but, in company 
his .referve rarely forfakeis him. 

'modeft, tJaciturn, and fhy, he 
(cairo^fiever obtrudes his ppmioms on zmy 

(torn, notice, than 
IqlkiW adshhwtionK^f As he has no houfo in 
h^ refides at tkh time on his eftate,. 
l^ont two leagucsofii to the road to Linttz,. 
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in great privacy; comingfoiaetitfies, but 
rarely, to pay his Court to the SovereigHt 
or the Minifters. Among the latter, Prints^ 
Kaunitz alone tieats him with marks of pei^ 
fonal fneridfliip khd diflki6lion« Neithet^ 
his education, hi^ inkUnerk, not his habitk, 
qualify him indeed for the gr^t v^orld. In 
a mixed fociety he is loft, unlefs the dif* 
courfe turn upon fubje&s conne^ed with 
war. Then his countenance ftiddehly lights 
up, and he becomes animated, eloquent, in 
a word a diderent man. I have Witnefl^ 
with pleafure this tranfition. 

General Laudohn, for hk haanot yet hekh 
created a Jikld Marlhal, though Pridejit 
chofe to addrefs him by that title at the 
interview of Nei& j fe now about fllty-twO 
years oi^k^ Ibmkwhat infetm, thohgh ori-* 
ginally of a tough and vigOfotts cUhftifutioiki^^ 
Subjeft to tioferit diftwtfajWof 
and bowels, which fre^^iblfciy hik 

life, it is *^0 be ftkrM that oh^ uf 
tacks may prove ib MAk. 
he riftk in betgb^ abed^ the iinddlk 

a a 
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Laudohn^s figure ccaiveys only the idea 
of a foldier, rough, inelegant, and inured to 
camps* His ^ce is long and meagre, Ins 
^features coarfe and dark; more, I belie\e, 
from the efie6t of hardlhifiKS, than from their 
naturalforination. He wears his o^n hair, 
which time has confiderably hhmned, and 
prefents to^eammpfi isyes, a lank and bony 
figure, deftitute of animation or addrefs. 
Under fuch cn, pxtenor are concealed thofe 
talents, which have rendered him fo juftly 
celebrated, and which, on more than one 
ocoiiion, have fhaken the Pruffian Throne. 
The Emperor, if he docs not honor him 
with the fame mwiks of perfonal confidence 
and predile^on which be Ihews to Lac}", 
is i^everthelefs deeply^in^prefiN a fenfe 
^ of ]Laudpbn^9 poft fervices, a comi&ion 
of his grofit. abilities. As a General, the 
" gualit 3 ^ whiph jpepuliarly chara^^rkes him, 
IS the rapidity and deciilon 

Afberyiewiiig the ground 
^onnoitring the pofifion of the enemy, 
|us yefolution in a moment, and 

executes 
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executes it with the feloqiiy of lightning* 
He is unable to by a long train olf re- 
fledion, which only render^ him irrei^t||e;e^ 
as he himfelf declares; and it is comn^j^ 
aflerted even by thofe who moft admit 
claims to fuperior excelloEoe, that h^ is |iot 
formed to dired the complicated operation^ 
of a campaign. 

Laudohn is by birth a Livonian^ borp^in 
or about the year 1716, when that provhice 
was already fubjefted by the arms of Peter 
the Great. His father was only a Lieutenant 
in the RulSan armies, of Scotch extraftion," 
being defeended from the family of Loudon, 
though the orthography of the name has 
undergone fome alteration in the lapfe of^ 
time, or in the change of country. It r^- 
fleCis no little honor on the Scottifli and 
Iiifli natiJhs, that they have given fo man^ 
illuftrious commanders to Europe, dating 
the courfe of the prelent century. Keith, 
Brown, Elphinftcne^ Lacy, I^tudphn, a$ Virell 
as \arious f therr of inferior re^1^tioi| whom 
I could f 4 me in the Ruffian, 

z 3 , Sazon, 
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f9nu», are pnM&of 
*ill^ ,j|jO^|tion. At a veiy earijr period of 
Li^d^riiD, ^ mudi from neceffity as 
ik9^ eipl^nbced the profeffion 

of ar^is; aad he actually fought in the 
rahhsp as a prrmte foldier, under the Im- 
Qenerals, during the (hort war of 
1733, between the Emperor Charles the 
Sixth and Franca. When peace was con¬ 
clude J ti^n y^rs afteru^uds, finding him- 
felf without p^vifiem of any kind^ he was 
ag^ compelled to feek for employment. 
At the other extrenity of Europe, the Em- 
prefs of Ruffia, Anne, had ju(l engaged in 
hoftilities ^tii the Turks; and it is indil- 
putable diat Lfiudohn* marched, or rather 
walked from Heidelberg in the Palatinate, 
to ^he banks of the Black Sea, with his 
knapfack onjbis fhoulder. Lacy and Mu> 
then occupied in the fiege of 
(^omkow, L^d<Ain"lerved under them; as 
. he did ^^riug the whole progrefr of die war, 
, rift its in 1739. 

. 8®turi;^g ijmre into Gemaijiy, he 

fiift 
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firft attempted to as a fiibalter officer^ 
into tbe Pruffian army; but his ' 

proving inefFedual, he th6refo|e m th«‘ 
of the year 1741, or the begitoiOg of 17 
found means to procure an Enfigu^s com-* 

miffion in the Auftnan ^rvice. Frederic 

> * 

could not then forefce, how dear the re- 
jc6riQn of fuch an officer would coft him, 
Laudohn unaided by friends or connexions 
of any kind, rofe llo^ly in military rank 
and honors. While a Lieutenant, quar- 
terc J in Hungary, he married a Sclavonian 
Moraan, mIio pofleffed neither attra6iions of 
mind, nor of perfon Of an obfeurf* family, 
11 ( bronghl him little or ro fortune. Sick* 
ly, uneducated, homely in her figure, (he 
nev r appears ih public ; and her priri* 
cipal merit confifls in the attachment that 
flie feels ftr her hulband, which rifes to a 
fort of idolatry. They baye no children# 
nof, as I believe# had they ever any iflhe. 
When Laudfohn, attained to the rank of 
Captain, Prince Kkunitip firft diftinguiflied 
him, and honored him with fftosh of 

s, 4' fiar 
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efteem; a circumilauca, of which that 
Hiiul^er i$ witl> reafon vain. During the 
ivar of waa wounded* and it is the 

only material hurt be ever received in the 
coarfe of fo many Oiisnpaigns. 

T\i2 eminent fervices which he rendered 


to Maria Therefe between 1757 and 1763, 
'were rewarded by her after the late peace, 
with the donation of an eftate in Moravia. 


She afterwardii purchafed it of him for the 
fum of eighty thoufand florins, or about 


feven thoufand pounds llerling; and lie 
may now be elleemed wealthy, according 
to the eftimation of competence in Auflna. 
His military appointments, which in time 
of peace, do not fell Ihort of near a thou¬ 
fand pounds tterling a year, will be greatly 
augmented in cafe of a war, as there can 
be no doubt of his fervices being wanted; 
and his private fortune is, befides, ample. 
We are pleafed, yrl^en we refleft that^fo 
. ilfiinnous A sgyaH not ft^jeded in liis 


Bge to my mvations; ‘And that he cannot 
comjJainW jngratitude or negled 

of 
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of thofe w horn he has ferved. But, if he 
has e\p<^rienced the bounty of the Sovei*eign, 
or tile prote6lion of the Minifter, he has 
felt not lefs Jenllbly the jealoufy of the 
courtiers, as well as the ejjmiity of the n'^bi- 
lity. They treat his perfon with cold uliena- 
tion ; accufe him of being unfit, iVor the 
conffitutional melancholy of liis temper, to 
contribute to the plealiires of focicty : and 
even attempt to attribute his gr^atefl t^\- 
ploits more to fortune than to merit. There 
are neverlhelefs, even in Vienna, many per- 
fons of the higliell rank, who do juftice to 
his fuperior abilities, and who confider him 
as the heft* prop of.the Aullrian monarchy 
in a time of w’ar or danger. 

It might be tliought invidious, and even 
improper^ to draw a clofe comparifon be¬ 
tween two living commanders, who have 
refpeRively dittinguiflied themfebes fo much 
In different lines, ,and who may yet add new 
laurels to thofe which they have already ac¬ 
quired. We may however fafely aflert tliat 
Joey's talents are more univerfal, Laudolm s 

more 
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concentrated. One is greater in the 
theory of war, in the vaft detail requifite 
for enaWing armies to ad with effeft, and 
in combining or direfting a variety of mi¬ 
litary operatiq^. Tlie other has no equal 
in rapid, decifive, and fuccefsfol execution. 
Lacy is more relpe6led at Vienna : Lau- 
dehn it more dreaded at Berlin, The for¬ 
mer enjoys all the confidence of Jofeph: the 
ktter poffeffes all the efteem of Frederic. 
If the Auftrian officer looks up to ihf firft; 
the Auftrian foldier has his e^e fixed on the 
^ fecond, crowds to his ftandard, and efteems 
Inmfelf certain of viftory, under fuch a 
leader. Both have performed tire moft fig- 
nul fervices to the ftate. But, it would be 
uujuft to compare the al]^ir of Maxen, or 
the retreat of Torgau, however meritorious, 
where Lacy a^d in a fubordinale capacity 
under Paun ; with the capture of Glalz 
astd Schweldnlte, or the viftory of Landfliut, 
in all wluch Laudohn commanded without 
a filpcrior. If Lacy is more confidered by 
prafont age, in the circle where ho 


mw'cs ; 
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moves; Laudohn will probably fill a much 
higher place in the volume of 611169 in dif- 
tant times, and among foreign nationB9 when 
the little malignities, prejudices, and par¬ 
tialities of the hour are buried in oblivion. 
But it is time that I clo^ this letter. 
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LETTER XIIL 

dujtrian Freparaiions fot War,—Arrival of 
Troths, — Croats.—Emprefs Queen's Repug¬ 
nance to HoJtiUties.—Advantages pojfefed 
Prujfia,—Efforts of the Arrhduchefs Chrifthia 
to prexwnt a Rupture.—Propqfitmi of dif 
mantling Vienna,—The Imperial Palafe. 

Vievka, MarcA 19th, 1778. 
rjpHE die feems at length to be thrown, 
and war is about to begin as foon as 
the feafon will permit. This city, which left 
than four months ago, wjien I arrived here, 
prefented a pi6ture of general and of perma¬ 
nent tranquillity, * is now transformed into 

an Arfenal. The ftreets of Vienna as well 

\ 

as the public places, are crowded with can¬ 
non, ammunition, baggage, "and all the ap¬ 
paratus of an approaching campaign. Every 
day, new legi^nts under the waUs; 
vlibi 'after ha^g been teview^cd, continue 

their 
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their march towards Bohemia or Moravia. 
Nothing can comey a more ftriking idea of 
the greatnefs of the Houfe of Auftria, the 
magnitude of its refources, the extent of its 
dominion, and the numbc#®^of provinces fub-^ 
jeft to Maria Therefa, than the fcene to 
which we are here daily witncfles. From 
the ftiore of the Adriatic, and from the foot 
of the Appennine and the Carpathian moun¬ 
tains, to the frontiers of Moldavia and Wa¬ 
lachia, troops are conftantly pourmg in to 
maintain her quarrel. Albanians, Croats, 
Hungarians, and Italians, fuccelTnelyarrive 
in the vicinity of Vienna. So many difie-. 
rent nations, united in one caufe, remind 
me of the fabulous ages of the Earth, when 
all Greece, or the leifer Afia, flocked to a 
common %andard, and fought under tlie 
fame leader. * 

It is in the irregular forces which Maria 
Therefa can bring into the field, that Ihe 
pollefles a great fuperiority over bet adver- 
fary. The Croats and Hungarians, fierce, 
iindifciplined, and fubjefted to Scarcely any 

military 
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military laws^ are attached to the Houfe of 
Auftria by pirejudices and predileftions of 
religion, xhanners^ and education, peculiar 
to th^nfelves. Frederic hafi no troops of a 
iimiliardefcription tooppofe to them, equally 
feithful and loyal. The Croat rarely or 
never deferts: he is even incapacitated hy 
his ignorance of the German language from 
mixing intimately with the foldiers of that 
nation. A degree of primeval rudenefs and 
iimplicity charafterizes them, totally unlike 
the fpirit which animates the mercenary fti- 
pendiary of modem armies. Fathers of fa¬ 
milies, followed by their fons, at the com¬ 
mand of their Sovereigh, cheerfully quit 
their balntatioos on the diliant banks ot tlie 
Drctve, the Teifs, and the Lower Danube, to 
fpill their blood m her cauie. Hitherto the 
Croats have never been confidered as regu¬ 
lar tAx^s; but, it is now intended to clothe 
and difeipSne them like the other regiments 
in the Anftfian fervice« It is a fight equally 
' novel ami pteafiiigy to fee thefe corps arrive, 

rt^e garb of their refpc 61 he 
3 prov inces. 
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provinces, and prefenting in tbeir whole ap¬ 
pearance, a contrail to the Toldier of everj 
other European fervlce. From the gteat 
magazines in the neighbourhood of this city 
they are fiirniftied with a|BQS> accoutrements, 
and all other requifites, before they profecuta 
their march towards the frontiers. 

Maria Therefe derives neverthelefs, little 
gratification or pleafure from thefe exhibi¬ 
tions of ht^r power, and teftimonies of af- 
fefction to lier perfou. It is no longer a 
fecret that Ihe deprecates a rupture, and is 
relu6tantly dragged fimvard by her fon. 
From the moment that intelligence arrived 
of the Eleflor of Bavaria's death, ihe fore- 
few with regret its probable confequonces. 
Having paifed the a6livo period of life, and 
being oflly defirous of repofe, ihe is not to 
be roufed by prefenting to her view ob- 
je 61 :s of ambition, or to be impelled by a re- 
colle6lion of pall injuries fuHained froi» 
Pruffia. Thofe who have accefs to her, wit- 
»efs the dejeftion of her fpirits, and the agi¬ 
tation of her mmd on the arrival of every 

courior;; 
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murier; they fee her ejes perpetually red 
with weepings or fuffttfed in tears. Inllcad of 
demoni^ting.her fatisfa^ion at the promp* 
fitude, with whicih her orders lor putting the 
Auftrian forces in motioni have been obeyed ; 
foe avert her ey^s from every difplay of her 
military ftrength. Only a few days ago, 
when one of the finell regiments in tlic Im¬ 
perial fervice arri\ cd from Mantua, on the 
Efplanade, ondcr the walls of Vienna, no 
enti^earie^ could induce her to look upon 
them, from the apartments of the palace. 
She runs ^with eagernefs to dofe tlie fout- 
ters, whenever troops pafs under her win* 
dows. Anxious to prevent lb great a ca* 
kmity m war, foe pafles half her time in 
pniyeif^, and ytsflerday ftia remained for 
three hours on her knees, in. the Catliedral, 
invoking tjli,**Divinc bleiBog to aid her ef¬ 
forts for maintaining the peace of Germany, 
rnnee -gloomy, thoughtful, and 

lefs commni^f^vn in fo^ety. Ylis iitu- 
whidttllingnkr one, demands 

in order, .whik he 
preferves 
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preferves the affe6^ioa of thii tjuather, 
to irritate, or alienate the fon^ lining W 
long adminiflxation, he has mt, probdblj^ 
found himfelf in fo painful, or fo delicate a 
predicament. The Empg'or aloirf appearai 
unaffectedly gay, conftant^^ in aCtion, on 
horfeback before the fun is rifen, and ready 
to receue with alacrity the various bodies 
of troops on their arrival. 

Whatever may be the final event of the 
var which impends, two great advantages 
attend Pruffia at its commencement. The < 
firft of tliefe refults from the juftice of the 
caufe in which Frederic is engaged: for, 
e>en here in Vienna, the claims fet up by 
the Houfc of Auftria on the Bavarian fuo« 
cefflbn, arc by no means confidered as in- 
conteftabla. In addition to fo important a 
circumftancc, 'Vfhich is neither to be de- 
fpifed nor forgotten, we fliould recolleCl 
the alliance and co-operation of Saxony* 
That fertile and powerful ESoftorate, cck 
vering the whole frontier of BrftHdoohttrgh, 
is already in Fredeiic's pc^ 9 E^d^*i«id muft 
be protected by his^arms* * If it is the caufo 
vox. I. ^ A A 
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jE>f the Gmuau Empire in general, it is tlie 
raiife of ^^axowy in a fpccial inannrr, for 
M’hich lie i5i about to ihake off* the inffrmi- 
lies of age, and afu r fo long a {)erio(l of* 
repofe, to appear again in the field. Su].- 
ported by tlie Saxons, uhile lie i.s fujij.lied 
from Mifnia and I .iifatia witli pro\illons, lie 
ran conniK'iiee orien{i\e operation", and ren¬ 
der Bolieniia iLe uiinieiliate theatre of war. 
His iiitimale kiuiw ledge of that <*ouiilry, 
where he hn^ matle i'o inanv campaigns, 
jrmil aeeelj'inly give* him a \aff fuperiority, 
and pfn'hap"’ Ciiahie to wreft the north¬ 
ern province'> n on I ^>la ria Therefa. 

Beiides the other nw)ti\es which iinpil 
tJiC Einprefs Queen to deplore hoftillties, is 
to be yoiiriflor(‘d I he peculiar pofilioii of4ier 
daughter, the Arclidnclu'fs Chriflina. Thai 
PiineeA^ who is lendeilv beloved by JMaria 
Tlicrcfa, was married near twelve vt‘ai\s ago 
to Prince Allicrt of Saxony, Ion to the late 
King of Poland, and nivvlc of the reigning 
’Eleftor. Thus adopted into the Auflrian 
ftimily, he has ever fince refided princijjaliy 
in the Cour.t of Viejapa, where he has ajnirt-. 
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rruMifs in tlit* Imperial palace. Having been 
conllitiikd Governor of Hungaiy, in that 
("ij)aci<y lie and the Archduchefs occupy 
I la* c'l^Ud of Prefiairj^; but they are now 
iv*n' on a \llii to the Emprefs, over whom 
h**r (}aM;Liliter poheffes a great afeendant. 
She is warmly all ached' lo her hufband ; 
who on Ills pnvU from inicreft, as \rell as 
tr«)in a fenfe of honor jud grclilude, feels 
hnnfcif not Icfs bounti lo ofpoiifi^ the Auf- 
caufh, and to hu'd. If ncoetfary, his 
h’ )od m ;he j'rcfcnt qnarnl. As it is fup- 
p d(‘d liuit he will command one of the 
’'o rs <h{4ji(d to art aoMind the common 

o 

tm'inv ; m the diii:harge of that duty, it 
in n be his lot to enter Drefden, and to 
dclohiic tile dominions of the family from 
uiilch he firings. Sncli a conflict of prin- 
i ij.les i^fl obligations, cannot fail lo be 
d? e{‘lv paiinhl to a mind of feniibility. The 
Archducbels his wife, is known to be alleCted 
by it in the hvelieft manner. She depre¬ 
cates the prolpe^l of a rupture, wdiich muft 
involve lier hulband in unfpeakable embar- 
raffinents: and Ihe Im more than once 

AA 2 thrown 
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thrown herfelf at her mother s feet, conjur¬ 
ing her with tears, while it is ftill time, to 
recede iroi:i her pretentions on the Bavarian 
fucceffion, and to flop the elfuilon of human 
Uood. The Emperor who can neither be 
unacquainted with this faft, as may naturally 
be prefumed; nor is ignorant of the Arch- 
duchefs's influence over the Emprefs, may 
one day refent, and even punilh her oppo- 
iition to his favorite meafures. 

The Carnival is now at an end; and 
Lent, which is here obferved with extra¬ 
ordinary rigor, in compliance with the Em- 
prefs^s devotion, leaves me more at leifure 
to "vifit the principal objefts of curiofity in 
Vienna. This capital conveys to a foreigner 
no mean idea of the grandeur of the Auftrian 
line, under whofe feeptre are united fo many 
fcattered kingdoms and provinces. Thofe 
^hi^h have been diflevered fi'om it in our 
'own time, within die laft fifty years, would 
ftirm of themfelves a potent Monarchy. 
Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, Servia, Bofnia, and 
Silefia, all belonged to the late Emperor^ 
Charles the Sixth, at diflerent periods of 

lliSi 
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his reign. Marfliial Colloredo told me, a 
few days ago, that he had been in garrifon 
at Belgrade, at Meflina, and at Breflaw, 
when each of thofe places formed a part of 
the Auftrian dominions. Vienna is not only 
populous, but the ftreelsj^arc crowded with 
people of ^ arious nations. In my walks, I 
conftaiitly meet wilh Hungarians, Greeks, 
Turks, and Poles, all habited in the pecu¬ 
liar drefs of their refpe6tive countries. No¬ 
thing is more pidurcfque and amuhng than 
fuch a diverfity, which rarely occurs in 
London, or in Paris. 

It is not, however, the city of Vienna, 
llri 611 y fo denominated, which difplays either 
the exioiil or the magnificence of a capital, 
fiiitable to ihe ele6iive Chief of the German 
Empire, the hereditary Sovereign of fo vaft 
11 tra<R: Europe. The neceffity, whether 
real or imaginary, of fortifying Vienna, con- 
tra6ls it to a very narrow compaik; indeed, 
to fo fmall a fpace, that I have walkpd com¬ 
pletely round the ramparts, at a quick pace, 
within fifty minutes. But, the fuburbs, 
which inveft it like a belt, and which are 

A A 3 enly 
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only foparated from it by the EfpLinade, are 
fer fuperior in magnitude, as well as in 
beauty and elegance, to the city itfeli'. 
There the great nobility principally reficlo 
in fummer, when not ableiii on lht.lr eflaUs, 
or not ferving in the field. Probabl}, the 
next century will fee Vh’nna difmantled, and 
rendered, like Peleril iirg, or Berlin, an * 
open place* I }m\e heard the qu( (lion lie- 
quently agitated during my lla} licre, whe¬ 
ther it might not he made fo at thi^ tii..e, 
without danger. The Turk’* arc no longer 
formidable as tliey were in the fiv'eenth 
century, und<T SohmanHiul bclini; and the 
fiegc of 1683, when Leopold fltd to Pahaii, 
will not b(‘ fpcedily renewed in our time. 
Againft the King of Prullla, the moil formi¬ 
dable adverfary of the Houfe of ^Vidtiia, the 
Danube alone forms almoft a 1‘ullicienL pio- 
teclioii, if guarded by the Imp-Uidl forec‘8 
eutfeiSched behind the river. 13 i\t JMaua 
Therefa has not yet forgotten thal in 1741, 
the French and Bavarians ad \ a need to St. 
Polten, fcarcely four leagues ditlant; and 
tb?it in 1758s when Frederic bcfieged 01 - 

mutz, 
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Hint/, terror airi coiiiVTnation perva'UA 
Ve*nn<i. The rrcollefiK)*' ol’ lh({e difaftrous 
Jeeues is loo (l(*eply imprcliWl on her itt^- 
nion, e\er to be cmied; and as often as 
lh(‘ fhhjcel of difniaJilling Vienna has been 
mt'iil'ont'd to her, die exelalnis, “ I have 
“ alnady twice feeii this city a frontier 
'■* <;arrlfon, e\pof d to lionrl}^ attaok ; I 
will not nnne'‘'*ifiirily e\pole myfolf io 
iiniiiar or «ri‘al<‘r misfortunes in my old 
“ age/* ll is ho\M'\er, more than poflible 
dial Jofeph, wlieiic\er ho fucceods his mo- 
ih'^r, iiiav adopt an oppolite line of policy 
an I (‘ondiieL 

'File p lace of she ■“* Fa\orita,’' fo fre- 
quentlv iiieiilioned by Lady Wortlcy Mon¬ 
tague, in which Charles the Sixth expired^ 
is now com cried by his daughter, into a 
feniliiary^f pSacation. Never was any re- 
lidence princt'ly, or c\cn commodious. 
ReleintHjPg ratlier a nunnery/tluin the ha¬ 
bitation of a fo\creign, it (lands in one of 
the fl:reet#of a dufty fuburb, without the 
fmallell court or area in front, and com¬ 
manding no profped whatever. The “ Bel- 

A A 4 videre," 
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^ videre," which belonged to the great 
prince Eugene, and which was purchafed by 
lilaria There&, from his only daughter and 
heirefi, the Princefs of Saxe Hilburghaufen, 
is &r more fplendid. Conftni 3 :ed on a fine 
edainence, at the extremity of the Carin- 
thian fuburb^ it enjoys an extenfive view, 
terminated to the fouth by the lofty moun^ 
t^ns of Styria. Magnificent as it is, none 
of the Imperial Family ever inhabit it; and 
the Emperor has therefore, converted it into 
a repofitory for paintings. Some of tlie 
boufos of the great nobility far exceed in 
beauty, as well as in elegance and grandeur, 
dither the ** Favorita," pr the “ Belvidere.^^ 
The Imperial palace itfelf, which is fitu- 
ate within the walls of Vienna, whei^ both 
the Emprefs Queen, the Emperor, and lb 
ipany other, members of their Family are 
}pdged» conveys fcarcely any idea of the 
Majefty of t|ie modem Caefars, fuccef- 
ibrSv ^ Charlemagne, and the pretended 
ijegr^ptatives of ^ugudus. Afvaft, con- 
f^pifod mafs of building, without lymmetry^ 
or^ archite6ture, it confifts of feveral 

courts 
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courts communicating with each other» 
«*re6led in different ages, and occupying a 
prodigious fpace; but deftitute of any, even 
the fmalleil garden. The apartments winch 
her Imperial Majefty inhabits, are indeed 
pleafant, becaufe they have a fouthem af- 
pe(t, and in winter may be faid to form a 
comfortable, if not a princely refidence: but, 
before the end of May, the heat commonly 
renders them infupportable. Within the cir¬ 
cuit of the palace, are not only comprifed 
\arious houfes, appropriated to fome of the 
great Officers of State and Minifters, who 
are lodged at the cxpence of the Sovereign; 

it includes befides,. in its immenlc circum^ 

* 

ference, a fuperb Manege; the German 
play-houfe; the royal library, the cabinet 
of natural hiltory; the jewel-office, where 
are pref^ed the Imperial and Bohemian 
Crowns; no lefs than three chapels, in one 
of which the Emprefs ufually hears mais 
every day; and the ‘‘ Jcu de Paurac," or 
Racket Court. The Emperor plays fre¬ 
quently at this game, in which he is tole¬ 
rably expert. I faw him yefterday, in ^ 

grey 
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grey jacket, and th. k 'vioilUd ilockmgs 
engaged at it foi a confuleiable time, with 
his brothel-in-law the Duke of S^txe Tefthen, 
and two nobk^nicn who mado the pait> 
The cxcn de, which in jik ’f is \iolen , might 
pro\e pcculiulv kitiJ lo the Din[«troi, wlio 
isaflefied with an aiu » .dhi in Ins If g. When 
he IS heat d, the \ ulla jon of the ailei\ is 
fbfoorig, tiiat I am ai i td it mav be per- 
•ccptibly felt vitli the finj<i, through tlie 
tJiickell lioeking. It is cuiious lo u fit ft 
that the dekiny oi* G< and of Europe 

might he materially changed m an inllant, 
by the burhin^ of a blood-vifYc 1, tlie coat 
of which cannot exceed the thlel nefs of a 
wafer. 


Early in the courfe of next month, I may 
probably Milt Hungary, but I Ihill wiite 
again, before I quit th’s capitid. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Anecdotes of Mctqfiajio.—State vf Public ^^airs. 
—Departure of the Eowcror Joftph to join 
ibe Aimjj in Boh mia. 


Vit pth, 1778, 

I \siLYi> of weaning \ou with detaib 
of ihe military preparcttions, which here 
occupy the atti'Dtion and convcTlaiion of 
iwerv focicLv ; let me, before 1 fet out for 
Biuta, ovahfv ^our curiolilv on another fob- 
jri t. \ ou alk, wheliier 1 ha\e feen Mctaf- 
t.ilio, and > 011 drllre to hear fomc particu¬ 
lars reLlue to lb illulirious a perfon. He 
IS fo Utile feen in Vienna, that a ftrangcr, 
unh fs introduced to him at his own houfe, 
may {)afs many Tuonlks, I had almoft faid 
years, wilhout often meeting him. I have 
been twice in company with him at Prince 
CoUoredos, where he is conimonly found 
on great feftivals: but, neither his Inclina¬ 
tion, his Hale of lieallh, nor his period of 

life, 
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life, allow him to mix much in crowds. * To 
Prince ^Caunitz^s he never comes ; for they 
are not on terms of amity. Whether the 
mifunderflandmg has originated with the 
Minifter, or may be altribulcd to the poet, 
is a point much contefted; and on which I 
am unable to give a derided opinion. 

If ho^levcr, he does not enjoy the friend- 
Ihip of the Minifter, he has, for near fifty 
years, been conftantly honoured with the 
fmiles of the Sovereign. The invitation of 
Cliarles the Sixth induced him to quit Rome 
for Vienna, and the patronage of that Mo¬ 
narch fixed him here for life. Though he 
has exchanged the banlj^s of the Tyber, and 
the clafiic air of Italy, for the ungenial cli¬ 
mate of tile frozen Danube; his fancy does 
not appear to have fuffered either in delicacy, 
or in luxuriance, from the tranfplantation. 
Yet the late Emperor, while he rewarded 
Metaftafio with munificence, and loaded him 
with careftes, did not fcmple to fetter the 
powers of the poet, by impofing on him re- 
ftraints fcarcely compatible with the enthu- 
iiafm of geniui^. Metaftafio, in compofing 
12 his 
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ilis fineft pieces, was ulv^ays obliged to ac- 
commodate the opera to the length of time 
which the Emperor indicated or com¬ 
manded. EndoM^ed with more than ordi* 
nary fenlibility, it may naturally be fu{>* 
pofed that he could not rj^ft the effect of 
beauty. The Countefs d'Altheim, one of 
the moft charming women of the Court of 
Vienna, wass the obje6l of his paffion. Slie 
had been previoully beloved by Charles the 
Si\th liimfelf, who was flippofed to have 
been admitted by her to the ufual privi¬ 
leges of royal lo\ers; nor was it till after* 
th(» deceafe of his Imperial ri\al, that Me- 
taftafio ventured t» divulge his ilame. 
Even then, as if confeious of his temerity, 
he drew acrofs it the myfterious veil of 
poetry and fiftion. He has celebrated the 
Countefs ^’Altheim under an imaginary 
name, in various of his compofitioiis. Whe¬ 
ther ftie returned his afFe^ion, is doubtful; 
but Meteftafio's attachment, like Petrarch^s 
for Laura, or Tafib s for Leonora d’Efte, 
never exceeded the limiu of refpe^ol 

homage^ 
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komagc, aad ck-xiKmdcd no improper ia- 
crifices. 

• This celebrated perfon, who is now near 
eighty years of age, though l\e enjoys un- 
eommon hcaltli, Ix'^ins to bend niidfr the 
prelTure of time. Thofe who know lum 
intimately, affuro me that he is evc^^edingly 
broken and altered wdlhin the laft ) c tirs. 
In Ins perfon he is fliort and thick, but ik.{ 
corpulent. His count( nance is evprelihe ; 
bis nofe difpro[)ortionalely lar^o, and Ins 
complexion pale or rather fallow, like an 
Italian. Ho always wears the drefs of an 
Abb^, and nothin**: can be fo Ailcmaticalh 
methodical as Ins manner of life. Mdal- 
talio rifes betimes, po(^s ont e^er\ din at a 
quarter before tviebe^to hear mafs, T(tn»n^ 
home, and dines panft^ually at twf . For 
near, or quite thirty yeai^ paft, he h is « 
dined out anv where. In tlie t\rnini:^ hr 
repairs conftantU, when his health perm**'-, 
to the hoafe of MademoHelle Figarolk’. hlu 
is a w’onian of quality, policies a v<M'y cul¬ 
tivated mind, and though no long/ r jouni,. 
w ilu- 
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n )l u\l to b 0 ^reoiMc m ?il laf^ 

1 i 

Z’U) '' I i ilUil, wljofo al »< bmonJ lo ber h 
oi aoli^ 11 „ daf-t. Prtnf 1} itl tv.n ho leaves 
lu j, aad r< liK lo n 11. 

Bui’i Ila^cn, Pi\<i(]ent of the Aoho 
( mill, ili'j'l ^ 3^JoinoilHle Fi^a- 

i '1 , li s banlilop and his kifuie. They 
\ s nu .h ot then time tootlhor, ooenpied 
ju liU K n \ uifiiifs, juciihaiJy hi the pemfal 
ot th( L,’'at \^iileisof an'-ij. Metaf* 
la^o fj cJ.s rnnicb, and con\«^rf< 4 in that 
JtUi^'ia ‘ \Mlh fat ill’, . lut, like^e'vcry 
ilalujn, ia piehra lus nline loii:;ue. He 
will l(d}><d, on a tUiid flo^r, in the 
Cok 'Ivulv/' and tlu aii irtmeril^ which 
!m i*-, 50 0 puuilef him by tlie 

(hoan. j\Ian1a Tlu h f i, emnlous of h( r 
i 1 iM that rvfr^vCt, dniiat> tho * 1 f 
i» I ^n, his <• ' in^iud -! by 

i\ t\ n Jailt in hi «)i i'avoi a.jJ c* nlu cFcr* 
tion. Ui i*c ^ . t* X i^ouhU at this 

tiino, fill auuu I [.Uiv i tnonfand 

flhU.s, Oi a a’ bvv ..1 »ia 1 pound. Iter- 
Jai *, ah 1 1 Y ' *\t. [>1 \ oi^aii^S i btiitve 

he 
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he 15 , Without difpute, the wealthiell poet 
now exifting in Europe. From his infancy 
he feems to have been not lefs favoured by 
Fortune, than enriched by Nature. No 
perfon here with whom I have converfed, 
ventures to affert pofilively the name of his 
parents; and even the precife place of his 
birth is hardly lefs contefted than was that 
of Homer. He was bom either in Tufeany, 
or in the Papal territories; but imqueftion- 
ably of an origin very humble and obfeure. 
When a boy, like Pope, he lifped in 
numberscompofed verfes without eftbrt, 
or almoft premeditation, and recited them 
in the ftreets of Rome, to which city he liad 
been carried in his childhood. It was there 
that his uncommon powers excited the 
wonder and attention of Gra\ina, one of 
the moli eminent legal praftiiioners of Ilah, 
in the beginning of the prefent centurj. 

m 

Such w^as their effeft on him, that he took 
the boy home, educated him, and finding 
his capacity expand with his years, Graviiiu 
adopted him, and made him heir to his 

link 
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little fortune. Even his real name is totally 
unknown, or at leali very problematical. 
The denomination which he bears, and 
which he has rendered fo celebrated, was 
^iven liim by Gravina, either to conceal his 
original name, or as aful\(i[itutc; Metaftaiio 
being a word of Greek derivation, and 
evidtmtlv factitious. Charles the Sixth, by 
inviting him to Vienna, and amply reward¬ 
ing his talents, placed him above depeii- 
dance. The prefcnt Emprefs has rendered 
iiim wealthy. He now pafles the evening of 
life, in the midll of th<‘ mofl delicious repofe, 
furrounded by c^ery comfort, eafy in his 
circumftances, and fecure of immortality as 
long as poetry and genius are admired 
an.ong men. 

This morning, the Duke of Saxe Tcfchen 
fet out Olniutz, accompanied by the 
Ai-rhduchefs his wife, who quitted him at 
the dillance of fome leagues, to return to 
tliis city: a reparation which did not take 
place, without violent emotions on her part. 
It is underttood that he is to command the 

B B 
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army of Moravia, aided by Marflial Had- 
dick: an appointment probably chofon 
with the intention of removing him to a 
diftancc from Saxony* All the pre‘parations 
and indications of a fpecdy rupture, between 
Auilria and Pruffia, conlinue. Laudohn, 
who at length has been created a Field- 
Marlhal, is already arrived in Bohemia, 
where the ftorra is expected to burft. Yet 
negociations flill fublilt, and couriers come 
almofl daily from Drefden or Berlin, which 
keep ali\e the hope of peace. The Empe¬ 
ror’s deparliire is h«)wever fnppofed to be 
imminent, after which e\(»ry rational prol- 
peft of an aecommodation mull be at an 
We know that the Archduke Maxi- 
iniUdii and Marflial Lacy lU’o to acaimpany 
him. My iw'xt letter will be written from 
fouie pai't of Hungary. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

April 

The Emperor went yefterday to join the 
tdlfmy. He and his brother Maximilian rofe 
^ I at 
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at four o'clock in the morning; and as foon 
iis it was light, they walked for fome time 
on the ramparts, waiting for the Emprefs 
Queen, in order to take leave of her. When 
file was ready, they repmred to her apart¬ 
ment, and proceeded together to the chapel 
in the palace. There, on their knees, they 
pafled above an hour in prayer, invoking 
the Divine affillance on the Auftrian arms. 
Maria Therefa was extremely agitated 

•r O 

during the whole lervicc ; but, when at the 
conclufion, (lie prepared to bid her fons 
adieu, her grief became too ftrong for her 
frame. She held the Emperor long in her 
arms, lobbed, and, at. feparating from him, 
nearly fainted. Jofeph tore himfelf from 
liis mothers embraces, carr 3 dng with him 
her parting benedi6iion. Marlhal Lacy is 
gone with t^em, and they took the road to 
Olmutz, from which city tiiey repair to 
I’raguc. I am fetting out for Ellerhaxi 
in Hungary. 


V 
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LETTER XV. 

Jouni^ to Buda.^Flagellants.—State of Hun¬ 
gary,—Turkijh Edifices at Buda,—Public 
Baths, 


Buda, April igtli, 1778. 

J LBrT Vienna a few hours after I had 
concluded my laft letter, and have been 
already three days in this city. The contrail 
betwwD the Hungarian and the Auftrian 
capital, is one of the moll ftriking to be 
conc(‘lved. Never periiaps were two nations 
more diflimilar in manners, dreft, and ap¬ 
pearance, than the German and the Hun¬ 
garian. Even the fuperllition of Vienna, 
is far outdone by that of Buda. The firft 
object vifible from the windows of the Inn, 
on the morning after my arrival, were flagel¬ 
lants marching llowly through the ftreets, 
UtKered with blood, and dragging along 
CFofles of a vaft weight, followed by crowds 

of 
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of people. It was Good Friday, and the 
wliole city feemed to be animated by the 
lame fpirit of penitential and gloomy de¬ 
votion. I could have fancied myfelf tranA 
ported to Toledo or Madrid, as defcribed 
by Madame de Danois, n^r a century ago. 
The flagellants wore hoods or facks over their 
heads, in order to conceal their faces: but 
their backs, which were entirely naked, bore 
the fanguinary marks of the fcourge infli 61 (»d 
at every fh'p. I am aflured that the perfons 
vho fiibmil to this voluntary punilhment, 
are frequently men of rank, and that the 
practice is by no means confined to the in¬ 
ferior orders, or to the bigotted vulgar. 

It is not my intention to enter on the 
particulars of my journey through Hungary. 
I (lopped for a few hours at Raab, a city 
memorably for being the termination of the 
Ottoman conquefts towards Germany. Hap¬ 
pily for tlie Houfij of Auftria, the Sultans 
advanced no further. Amurath the Third 
made himfelf matter of it, towards the clofe 
of the fixteenlh century; a period when the 

B n 3 Imperial 
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Imperial family, under the feeble govern* 
ment of the Emperor Rodolph the Second^ 
'uas funk into the moft deplorable ftate of 
political annihilation. Much of the road to 
Buda lies near the bank of the Danube, which 
is of very confiderable magitude. It is flrik* 
ing to behold fo noble a river flowing ma- 
jeftically in lilence, through one of the richefl: 
countries in Europe; but almoft deftitute 
of commerce, navigation, or population. 
From Raab to this city, a traft of near a 
hundred miles, I faw fcarcely a finglo boat 
or fail of any kind upon the ftream. All is 
folitary and inanimate: how unlike the 
feenery of the Rhine,* or the Loire, where. 


at every curve of the river, villages, caftlcs, 
and habitations prefent themfelvesto the eye. 
It is by no means in ihe tyranny or incapai itv 
of the prefent government, that wc mull 
feek for the principal caufe of this defolatiou. 
Hungary, till the period of the acceflion of 
the late Emperor Charles the Sixth, in 1711, 


for more than o centuries, the moll 
IHifortunate kingdom of Europe. The pro- 



winces 
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vincos of the new world were not more cruelly 
plundered by the Spanilh couejuerors; PeA 
and Mexico were not move ravaged by Cortez, 
or Pizarro, than Hungary w as deiblated by 
tile Turkiili Sultans. Solymun ihe Magui- 
fictnit and his lucceflbrs, repeatedly carried 
off the greater part of the inhabitants into 
^)a^e^v, witliout diftinftion of age, rank, or 
fex. Completely inalters of the kingdom^ 
and in pollellion of Buda the capital; if w’e 
<'\ce})t the rovnl title and ornaments, fcarcely 
ant thing elfe remained to the Houfe of 
Aiiliria. Il is only ninely-lwo 3’^ears iince 
lii<' expiilllon of the Turks from the city 
AN here I am now writing; Charles the Fifth, 
Duke of Lorrain, at the head of the Impe- 
I’ial forces, lia^lng entered it at the Breach, 
in iGSf), after a long and defperate re- 
fi(tan<-e. ^ 

To the Oltonuin dcvaftalions, fucceeded 
the opprelVue t> runny of Leopold and of 
Jol’eph th(* Firii, fcarccly lefs deftru6tive, or 
lets fiinguinar}'. Perpetual iufurre^tions, and 
attempts at emancipation, were reprefled 
Oiider thofe Princes, with all Uie fcverily gf 

B B 4 arbitrary 
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arbitraij power. The fcaffold of Eperies, s 
tSwn of Upper Hungary, continued for 
maivf months at tlie commencement of the 
prefent century, to exhibit a fcene of blood 
the moft revolting to human nature, and 
which has no parallel in modern hiitory. 
Scarcely have two beneficent reigns of near 
fourfcore 3^ears, doled ihofe wounds. A great 
length of time, and a wife adminiR^mtion, 
fuftained by the judicious encouragement of 
induftry, arts, and manufedures, cun alone, 
by their united operation, reftore Hungary 
to its jull rank in the fcalc of nations. 

Buda prefents at this time many curious 
monuments of the Mahoipf*tant lalte, as well 
as filperftition. In the lower town, on the 
very edge of the Danube, Hands a mofque, 
with its minaret, in perfect prtfervation, 
which is now converted into a manufactory 
of falt-'petre, » Though defaced by time and 
negleft, it conveys no unfavorable idea of 
Turkilh architeClure. Its figure is an oftagon, 
and it conilituted the principal religious edi¬ 
fice of the city, while 3uda waa und^r llie 
Pttomnn yoke, But the hot batlis, from 

whid. 
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which 1 am juft returned, are a ftill more 
amufiiig obje6i of infpe6iioii. It was im- 
poliiblt' not to recolle6b, while confidering^ 
them, the defcriplion given by Lad)' Wojrtley 
Montague, of the baths ^f Sophia. Men, 
women, and children we re bathing promif^ 
cuoufly, or lying round the baibn, ftretcjied 
in a variety of attitudes. The females, 
though not altogether naked, were nearly 
in that ftate, and the grv'atcr part excited 
no fentinient except difguft. I law, never- 
tlieh fs, among them, one or two tolerably 
pretty ligures, occupied in combing each 
other’s hair. 

Tlie Turks whilo in poiTeffion of Buda, 
during near a hundred and fifty years, feem 
to h ive paid particular attention to the con-> 
ftruction andpn fervation of the public baths. 
They are^acious, and ftill form a principal 
recreation of the inhabitants, whopofs many 
hours almoft every day, cither in bathing, 
or indolently reclined on the fides of the 
bafon. The heat is, neverthelefs, fo great, 
occaiioned by the vapor which arifes from the 
water, that it is fcarcely fupportable beyond a 

few 
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few minutes. Every part of the building 
is compofed of ftone^ the vaulted roof being 
perforated with holes, in ottler to admit the 
light. Tlie water, w^hich pours continually 
into the bath, through two or more channels, 
is ftrongly impregnated with mineral quali¬ 
ties. Though the price paid for bathing by 
the common people, which is only about a 
halfpenny, cannot exclude even the lowcli 
vulgar, yet no diflblution of manners is found 
to arife from fiich a promifeuous concourfe 
of both fexes, in a ftaie approaching to 
nudity* Tlie baths in the Rafrian or Sola- 
Tonian fuburb, are ftill hotter than thofe in 
the Hungarian towm. Both meiil peculiar 
attention, as being, I believe, tlie only e<li- 
fices of the kind that exift in Europe, wdiich 
have been oonftru6ted by the Turks, bc'^ond 
the actual limits of the Ottoman dominions. 

Eveiy country has had its periods of com- 
paratlve felicity, glory, and tranquillity. 
The golden age of Hungary, was unqui'l- 
tionably the reign of Matthias Corvinus, 
in the fifteenth century ; when Buda, one 
of tlpiKT molt polilhed a^d chilized capitals 
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in the world, the feat of arts and letters, 
might look down with contempt upon Vienna. 
The Emperor Frederic the Third, dri\*en 
from that city? and r^^duced to wander ijrno- 
minioiifly over German]^ beheld liis Palace 
occupied by Matthias Corvinus ; who little 
imagined that die Houfe of Auftria, from 
fuch a ftate of depreflfion, would fo foon 
emerge into power and profperity. But, 
with their independence, the Hungarians 
loft their political pre-eminence ; and Buda, 
like Prague, abandoned by its Princes, fuc- 
ceffivel^^ funk into the deferted capital of a 
Turkifli, or an Auftrian proiince. The 
Archduchefs Chriftirui anti Iut hulband, 
rarely or never vifit it: when they are not 
at Vienna, they refitle at Prelburg, where 
the inftgnia of the crown are alw'ays pre- 
ler\ed.^^Y€t, the fuperb lituation of Buda, 
in the center of the kingdom, and the local 
beautie*?, as well as advantages of its pofition, 
might well challenge the preference. To¬ 
morrow I fliall continue my journey towards 
Schemnitz, on a \Uit to the Hungarino 
Mines. 



MEMOIRS OF tn£ 



LETTER XVL 

Journey from Buda to the Mines at Schemnitz, 
Mines of Cremnilz. — Prejburg,—The Caf 
tle.—Stalc of Public Affairs at Vienna, 

' Yifnn\, May i6tli, 1778. 

I T is full feventy miles north frem Buda to 
the mines of ^Schemnitz, through a wild, 
mountainous, and in many parts an almoR 
uninhabited country. The peafants, male 
and feinale, paitake of the rudenefs of the 
foil, and appear to be in <1 ftate of penury, 
or rather of mlfcry. Few of the women 
had any covering below the knee, except 
boots; while the men were wrapt in black 
iheep ft ins, with the wool outw'ard. Even 
the poftillions who drove us, had no other 
covering; and their long mouftachios, added 
to their fur bonnets, gave them the appear¬ 
ance of Tartars, more than of Europeans. 
Tie town of Schemnitz, wdicre I pafled three 
in order to vilit the mines, Hands in a 

valley 
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valley furroimded on all fides by lofty hills; 
and may be faid to impend over a hoUoiv 
abyfs, the ground on which it is built, being 
every where excavated or undermined. Even 
in the midft of the pri5|cipal market place, 
there are (bafts or openings, by which one 
may immediately defeend many hundred 
fathoms into the earth. 

Having put on a miner’s dreft and bonnet^ 
preparations which arc indifpenfable, on ac¬ 
count of the water that e\cry where oozes, 
or drips through the fiffures of the mines; 
I entered them, not as 1 had done in Sweden, 
where I was let down in a bucket, but by 
means of ladders that condua from one fub- 
terranean gallery to another, through pat- 
fages fo narrow as fcarcely to admit a (ingle 
perfon at a time. Four little boys attended, 
holdin^lamps. In proportion as we de^ 
feended lower into the earth, the heart per^^ 
ceptibly incrcafed, ^till it became, in fome 
places, almoft too clofe or fuffocating for 
refpiration. Though it was fcarcely eight 

o’clock ii^ the morning when we entered the 

mine 
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nuBe, we did not arrive before eleven, at 
** the gallery of the Emperor Francisfo 
called from its having been conftru61:ed un-* 
dcr that Prince's reign. Here I found mylelf 
full fifteen hundred feet under the opening 
of the higheft lhaft. This ftupendous cata¬ 
comb or gallery, which extends in length 
near lixty thouland feet, or more tlnin feven 
Engliih miles, has coft the ilate immenfc 
fums to make, as well as to repair and main¬ 
tain ; the incumbent earth being every where 
fupported by beams of wood, frequently 
placed double and triple. Some hundred 
thoufand florins arc annually expended for 
the purpofe. Below the Emperor Francis's 
gallery, there are two other ftories, thedeepeft 
of which is three hundred feet beneatli; but, 
as they contained no particular objeft of 
curit^y, we declined viliting them. In no 
part does the interior of the mine open into 
caverns or chambers of coniiderable fize; 
the largeft which I faw% being fcarcely capa¬ 
ble of containing forty perfons: a point of 
comparifon in which they are very inferior 
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as obje6ls of grandeur or admiration, to the 
mines of Danmora in Sweden. 

Though gold, filver, copper, and lead, 
are all found in the mines of Schemnitz, 
the laft mentioned forms jp point of quan* 
tity, the predominant metal. Their original 
dilcovery is almoft loft m the barbarifm and 
obfeurity of the middle ages; but, it is 
indifputable that they have been worked 
for eleven hundred years. At this time they 
find employment for near tw^eniy-fix thou-* 
fund men, w'omcn, and children, in the 
different departments or proceffes. An 
admirable police is maintained; no criminal 
or malefaftor beingtoer fent there, and no 
female permitted even to enter the nlines. 
Unlike thofe of Dalecarlia, Carniola, and 
many others in various parts of Burope, 
which arefa fort of fubterranean colonies, 
the workmen at Schemnitz never fleep below. 
After fix, eight, or twelve hours of labour, 
they remount, and are relieved by others. 
The Turks, who were fo long fovereigns and 
mafters of die fitr gieater part of Hungary, 

* never 
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never took poilHEon of Schemnitz, though 
they penetrated to a village only two miles 
diiiant. Content with exacting an annual 
tribute of fomc thoufand florinthey indo¬ 
lently abandoned the produce of the mines 
to the Auflrian Princes. 

Nothing can be fo precarious, fluctuating, 
and incapable of calculation, as the annual 
profits derived from them to the Crown; 
becaule, at moments when the veins of ore 
are molt abundant, they fuddenly difappear, 
and frequently deceive or difappoint the ex¬ 
pectation of the moll experienced miners. 
About twenty-three years ago, juft before the 
commencement of the great war of 1756^ 
tliey yielded fo little, tiiat it became a quof- 
tion, when all tlie cxpenccs attending them 
were defrayed, whether the Emprefs Queen 
wa3 a gainer or a lofer. But, precifely at that 
time, when flie lioodmoft in need of pecuniary 
aid, the workmen difcovered veins fo rich 
and productive, that during fome years the 
gains were prodigious, amounting annually 
lo, feveral millions of florins^ They* hav-e 

flnee 
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lince been gradually though by 

110 means to fo reduced a degree a9 they 
>^ere in 1756. At prefent they continue to* 
be highly profitable; and befides emfdoying 
fuch numbers of people,^ bring in a conr 
fiderable revenue to Maria Therefa. The 
Baron de Seeberg, a Tranfylvanian gentle¬ 
man, ^ho is one of the Intendants, accom¬ 
panied us througli the mines, and furniflied 
me witli the moft falisfa6iory information 
refpe^ling tlieni. 

Directing my courfe to Cremnitz, which 
is near twenty miles north, and at no very 
confiderable diftance from the foot of the 
Carpathian mountains, tliat divide Hungary 
and Poland, I arrived there in a few hours. 
The mines of Cremnitz produce only gold 
and filver exclufively; neither ivoiu lead, nor 
copper, b^g found in them. They fallfiwp 
fhort of Schemnitz in magnitude,as well as in 
value and importance; only about eighteen 
hundred perions being conftantly occupied 
in the various departments; and of feven 
mines which are worked at this time, two 

C c alone 
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alone produce any confiderable profit. I 
Tiras let down into the mine of St. Matthias, 
One of the deeped, fituate about a mile 
’ from the town. Having been placed on a 
fort of leathern feat, fedened to an iron 
chain, in twelve minutes I found myfelf at 
the bottom; during which time I had de- 
fcended eight hundred and feventy-five Eng- 
IHh feet. I was afterwards dravm up in the 
fame manner. The fenfation is rather pleaf-> 
ing than difagreeable, as the confcioufnefs 
of being thus fufpcnded ov cr a dark abyfs, 
is accompanied with a conviftion of the 
abfence of all real danger. I traverfed a 
confiderable part of the mine, fometimes 
walking, at others crawling on my hands 
and knees, or defcending from gallery to 
gallery, by means of ladders. The heat 
was more oppreffive than at Schemnitz; 
but tlie padages were dry, whereas in the 
former, water oozed or poured down in 
almoft every part of the mine. Here I had 
an opportunity of feeing the two fpecies of 
gold ore, the pale azxd the red, which lay 

fcattered 
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fcattered m heaps. Tlie produce is ho%F- 
evcr, if poffible, IHII more precarious than 
at Schemnitz. years ago, after every 

expence defrayed, they yielded about eigh¬ 
teen thoufand pounds fterling; laft year, 


only feven thoufand ent^ed the Imperial 
treafurv, free of dedu&ions. No certain 

V * 


calculations can be made on that head. 


It is near a hundred and twenty miles 
from Cremnitz to Preflburg, through a very 
beautiful and romantic, as well as populous 
part of Hungary. Inferior to Buda m 
population and extent, Prelburg is more 
compa6t, and the buildmgs are more mo¬ 
dern. On a very fteep hill, at the extremity 
of the city, overhanging the Danube, is buUt 
the Cattle, which forms the ordinary refi- 
dence of the Duke of Saxe Tefchen, and flie 
Archduchefs Chrittina, Governors of the 
kingdom./^ The apartments command an ex- 
tenfive view over the vaft plains of Hungary 
and Auftria: even Vienna may be defcried, at 
the dittance of near five and twenty miles* 
Below flows the river, divided into feveral 

c c a cbanneisi 
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dumtieis, and encloiiilig a number of fmall 
iflands) covered vith \iood. 

In one of the turret*? of the CaflJo, are 
preferved the CroWn and royal ornaments. 
So jealoui^ are the Hungarians of their pre- 
fervation, that they cannot be fho^n to any 
perfon,unlefs upon producing a written order 
from the Emprefs Queen herfelf. E\ en then, 
a deputation of the nobility and clergy mufl 
attend, for the exprefs purpofe. No Euro¬ 
pean nation hUs nmnifelled a more tenacious 
and inflexible fpirit of independence, than 
the Hungarian. None has made more def- 
perate, though often ineffectual efforts, to 
emancipate themfdves from oppreffion, or to 
mamt^ their political freedom. This re- 
noark muftneverthelefs be undeiftbod of the 
nobility only; for the people at large are 
equally ftrangers to tlie theory^ and to tlie 
prafiSed benefits of liberty. It is by a ju¬ 
dicious conceffion, not only to the rights of 
the^ n6ble$, but to their prejudices and 
national cuftoms, that Maria Therefa, during 
igWe than fcven and thirty years, has main¬ 
tained 
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tamed her influence over them undiminiilied. 
In the Hungarian loyalty, when driven £rom 
Vienna at the commencement of her reign, 
fhe found the fureft jand bell fupport of her 
tottering crowns. I coiAl not furvey ih^ 
great hall of the Caftle of Prelburg, without 
recollecting that it was the fcene where the 
Nobles unanimoully drew their fabres, ex* 
claiming, “ Our lives and our blood for your 

Majelty !" Neither ancient nor modem 
Hillory prefrnts any event more afleCting, 
or productive of more important confe- 
quenccs. 

In my way t(;^Vienna, about three leagues 
from Prelburg, I viewed the remains of the 
Roman colony or ftation of Carnuntum, con- 
llruCled by them on the fouthern bank of 
the Danube, in order to reprefs the inroads 
of the Qii^i and IVfarcomanni. Mounds of 
earth, and one very decayed gateway of 
Roman workmanlhip, mark the fpot. I 
paired over the grqund upon which Hood thf 
camp of Cara Muftapha in 1683, 
befieged Vienijia. It covered ipore thaa 

CC3 twa 
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two leagues in extent, and tradition points 
outthe precife place where the Vizier*s tent was 
ereSed. His ignorance, temerity, and avarice, 
faved the Auflxian capital, by allowing John 
Sobieiki time to come to its relief, after it had 
been abandoned by the Emperor Leopold. 

I find the political afpe6t of affairs no way 
materially changed fince my departure frcyn 
this city; and war Hill impends, though it 
is not actually begun. The great Auftrian 
army is aflembled in Bohemia; and the 
Emperor, who remains at Prague, is occu¬ 
pied in accelerating its motions. Frederic 
is in Silefia, at the head df his forces, ac¬ 
companied by his two nephews, the Prince 
Royal, and the Hereditary Prince of Brunf- 
wic. Tlie Elector Palatine continues to 
preferve a pacific and inglorious neutrality, 
while Saxony is armed and zealous in the 
Pruffian caufe. It is pretended that ne¬ 
gotiations are again opened between Jofeph 
and the King, for ^djufting the points in 
coifteft. But, if fuch be the fed, we ara 
hmt in total ignorance of their nature, 

progrefef 
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progreCs, or probable refult. The Emprefii 
Queen is already gone to the palace of 
Schonbrun, where flie may indulge her 
emotions in folitude, undi^urbed. Vienna 
itfelf has loft much of its gaiety, from the 
abfence of fo many officers employed on 
military fervice. In a few days I (hall 
probably fet out for Poland; all means of 
paffing through Bohemia being fufpended 
by the circumftances of the prefent crifis. 


«iC4 
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LETTER XVII. 

Journe^f through Moravia to Cracow, — Ajjpc 6 l of 
ihdt City.—F(daces,—Ruinous Condition of 
Cracofw,—PoUJk Drefi,—Marriage Fejlivi- 
ties,^^State of Poland in 1778 .—Enter prize, 
of Choifyt and his Defence of the Caftk of 
Cracim.Salt Mines of Vielicza, 

Cracow, Jawe 3d, 1778. 

4 FTEE a ftay of near fix months at 
Vienna, 1 left it on the 24th of May, 
and reached Olmutz the following e\ening. 
That city, the capital of Moravia, prefentcd 
an interefting and animated fcene, full of 
troops, and prepared againfi; attack. Every 
precaution has been taken for its fecurity, 
in cafe of a liege. All the convents are 
converted into magazines or barracks; the 
univerfity is removed to Brinn, and the or¬ 
dinary garrifon is confiderably augmented. 
1 walked round the place without the walls, 
as it is not permitted to mount the ramparts; 
and 1 am not furprized at the long refift-^ 

* ance 
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ance which it made, or at the final repuife 
tliat Frederic experienced before it, when he 
belieged Olmutz in 1758, juft twenty years 
ago. The river Morau, together with 
feveral other ftreams that unite near the 
walls, form fo continued a morafs round the 
town, as to render all regular advances dif¬ 
ficult, flow, and hazardous. Prince Albert 
of Saxony and Marftial Haddick, who have 
under their command a numerous army, 
will probably protcd Olmutz againft any 
iimilar attempt during the prefent fummey. 

Continuing my journey through Auftrian 
Silefia, I arrived at Tefchen, a miferable 
town; from whence*! had only eight leagues 
to Billitz, which, previous to the late parti¬ 
tion of Poland, fonned the limit of the 
Emprefs Queen’s dominions. The country, 
rich, fertiWfand populous, formed u ftriking 
contraft to the towns, in which every fpecies 
of poverty and wretchednefs feemed to re- 
fide. I crofled, beyond Tefchcn, the river 
Viftula, there a lliallow torrent, fcarcely 
twelve miles from its fource in the Carpa- 

thiail 
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thian mountains; and after being detained 
far feveral hours at Billitz, I entered the Im¬ 
perial Poland. Before the partition of 177 s, 
the Palatinate of Cracow extended to the 
frontier of Auftrian Silefia; but, fince that 
memorable event, Maria Therefa's domi¬ 
nions are puihed to the edge of the Viftula, 
and to the fiiburbs of Cracow itfelf. I had 
flattered myfelf with reaching that city, 
the evening of the fame day on which 
I left Billitz, the diftance between the two 
places being only Cxty-lix miles; but, 
about two leagues from Cracow, the horfes 
having tired, we were obliged to pafs the 
night in a wood. A peafant, after fonie 
hours, relieved us from our embarraffinent, 
and I arrived early next morning, the 30th 
of May, on the fouthern bank of the Viftula, 
oppolite to Cracow. Crofting the river over 
a loofe floating raft:, as it might more pro¬ 
perly be termed than a bridge; after a 
^tiguing journey from Olniutz, I gladly 
found myfelf in a tolerable houfe, kept 
-by a Frenchman, on the great fquare of 

the 
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the ancient capital of this clifmembered 
kingdom. 

Cracow cannot be vifited by a ftranger, 
A\ithout exciting at every Hep, emotions 
of mingled coinpafTiou indignation: 
pity, on contemplating the fallen ftate of a 
city once flourifliijig, populous, and cele¬ 
brated ; now ruinous and defer led; indig¬ 
nation, \vhen we refleft on the abjeft ftate 
to wluch a eouiitry is reduced, where pub¬ 
lic fpirit is exlinfl, the Crown degraded, 
the Nobility eufla\cd, or driven to wander 
III exile, and its faireft provinc(‘s divided 
among foreign Pow^r-*. On entering tJra- 
cow, rverj" objeft prefented the image of 
dd«)l:itiou Houfes, uninhabited and tum¬ 
bling into ruin, as if recently facked or 
abandoned ^y an enemy, ftrurk me on all 
fides. Even in the moll frequented ftreets, 
many of the fineft buildings are falling to 
decay. The Caftle, which once conftituted 
the royal refidence of the Polifti Kings, built 
on an eminence at the fouthem extremity 
of tl^e city, partakes of the general de- 

ft;ru£tion. 
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feruftion. In the apartments, which no\% 

begin to admit the inclemencies of the 

weather, are ftill to be feen the devices and 
■ 

cyphers of the Sovereigns of the family of 
^ Va&,” who governed Poland for more 
than eighty years, during the laft and the 
preceding century. The walls, as well as 
rooms, bear melancholy teftimony to the 
a&ual calamities of the country. They arc 
full of the. marks of Ihot and cannon balls, 
ijifcharged againft the Caftks w^hen Cracow 
was belieged by the RuflUins, only ten years 
ngf). General Apraxin, after a defperate 
Tc^ftance, entered it by ftorm in Augutt 
] 768, putting to the fword all who oppol’ed 
bim. From the hill on which it (lands, 
the view is lieautifiil, commanding the city, 
the courfe of the Villula, and the country 
to a great diftauce, bounded towards Him* 
gary by the Carpathian motmtains, whofe 
fummits are white with fnow, or loft in the 
clouds. 

. Within the w^alls of the Cafile, doft^ to 
part of it which may be denominated 

the 
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the Palace, Hands the cathedral, wliere re» 
pofe the bodies of the \arions Kings of Po¬ 
land, from Sigifmund the Firll, of the line of 
Jagellon, in the fixteenth century, do\^n to 
Augiillus the Second of Saxony inclufiTely, 
\^ho died in 1733. John SoAielki is among 
the number; but, to my aflomflmicnt, he has 
no monumc'nt erefted to his memory. About 
11 mile out of Cracow, to the north, is like- 
if(i^ another palace, which, though now in 
a ftatc of total dilapidation, bears the marks 
of former Iplendor. In the gardens, which 
are tomcTted to purpofe*^ of liiilhandry, 
and covered with grain, a TimiiiliK-n, thrown 
up moic than four Uniidred }e<irs ago, by 
C’afiinir tlie Great, King of Poland, at¬ 
tracted my aUintion. It is defigned to^ 
commemorate the fpot w^heie his miftrefs^ 
is buried. She was a Jewx‘f>, named Eflher; 
and fucli were her perfonal charms, as well as 
her afeendant o\er the King, that to thefe 
clrcumftances her countrymen are laid to 
have bc'cn eminently indebted for the im¬ 
munities civil and political, which Cafimir 

bellowed 
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beftowed on them, and which to this day 
they enjoy in Poland* 

The effects of national barbarifiii, no 
Icfs than of political humiliation, perpe^ 
tually imprefs the mind, on furveying the 
afpe6l of the city from which I am writ¬ 
ing. Till within the lafl: two years, it was 
not wholly paved; and nothing can be fo 
execrable as the prcfcnt paving, which 
fcarcely indeed deferves the name. There 
is not a Angle lamp in the place. No 
precautions are ufed to cleanfe the ftrects, 
which of courfe become infeftious in fum- 
mer, and almoft impaflable in winter. 
Spouts projeSing from every houfe, inun¬ 
date the paflenger whenever it rains. Tlie 
bridge laid acrofe the Viftula, is only a 
collefilion of planks, floating on the fl:reani; 
over which a waggon fcarcely \entures to 
pais. I vifited the Univerfity yefterday, 
which is mean, ruinous, and deititute of 
every thing requifite for the education or 
infl;ru£lion of youth. The arfenul is con¬ 
verted into a liable; and the populatioix of 

Cracow 
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Cracow has diminiihed in proportion with its 
grandeur. On numbering the inhabitants a 
little time ago, they were found to ikll fhort 
of ten thouiand, among which arc included 
a great proportion of beggars, or perfons in 
the laft llage of wretched ncl^. The town of 
Cafimir, which is a fort of deferted fuburli, 
ftili more miferable than the city to which it 
is joined, may contain likewife, it is fiippofed, 
about five tboufand perfons, principallyjew^; 
noindUidual of that nation being permitted 
to refide in Cracow. If we eftimate the 
whole number of people at fifteen thouiand, 
we ihall rather exceed, than fall fiiort of the 
truth. Yet, this was the ancient metropo¬ 
lis, and is ftill accounted the fecond city of 
Poland in lize, population, and extent. 

The Polifti dreis continues here to be 
much worn by perfons of every rank, 
thoiigh it hdenfibly and annually becomes 
lefs univerlal. At Warfaw, I am afiiired that 
it is in a great meafure already fupplanted 
by the German modes and manners. There 
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is Something martial, rude, and charaderiftic 
ii^ the Polifti habit, which by no meon^ 
difpleafes. It breaks that tame and iniipid 
nniformity of external appearance, which, 
in the courfc of the prefent century, has 
almoft entirely fupplanted the ancient na¬ 
tional diflinfiions of drefs throughout Eu¬ 
rope* The Portugueze, the Ruflian, and the. 
Neapolitan of condition, are now no longer 
dUlinguilhable from each other; and all tl)e 
former originality of giirb, which difcrinii- 
nated one nation from another, is extinft. 
The Poles alone, who have furvived their in¬ 
dependence, liave neverthelefs tenacioufly 
preferved their former habit, which hitherto 
the RuiTians have not attempted to compel 
them to renounce. A Piaft,” or gentleman, 
thus clothed, prefents a ftriking contrail to 
tlmfeof every other country. Hishead, which 
he (haves, is covered with a large fur bonnet. 
He wears a fori of huifar s drefs, with long 
hanging (leeves, a fabre that reaches to the 
freund, and boots. His enormous Mouf* 

taebips 
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tachioft complete the fierce Cngularity pf 
his figure, and remind us of his Sarmatian 


ongm. 

I was a witnefs, two days ago, in a cottage 
not far from this city, to the revehy and 
fellivity obferved on theimarriage cf two 
Pohih peafants. The bridegroom was a 
tall, handfome young man; and the in-* 
tended bnde, though not beautiful, might 
be termed very agreeable in her perfon* 
She wore a jacket laced with gold, which 
fitted exa&ly to her fliape; and while it 
modeftly concealed her neck, betrayed the 
formation of her figure. Her hair, parted 
on the crown of her head, was ornamented 
with a cap, compofed of gold thread, and 


a garland of flowers. Behind, her hair, 
in great quantity, fell down her back, 
braided wi^h rofe-^coloured ribands. When 
I came into the room, it was filled wit)i 


pealants of both Dexes, half intoxicated* 
The young bride fupported herfelf agahi|l: 
the wall, while her lover, quite unreflrained 
by the prefenoe of lb many fpefUtors, paid 
VOL. I. Dj> hii 



JItfBMOIltS OF THE 


402 

his court to her by every teftimony of 
drunken and lavage pleafure. He loaned 
againft her, howling, whiftling, iinging, and 
hallooing by turns in her ear. From time 
to time, he prefented her glaffes of beer, 
which Ihe never refufed. But, when he 
attempted to take liberties with her perfon, 
ftie affeAed to oppofe his careflfes, and to 
repulfe his freedom. At a little diftance was 
feated the bride^s mother, in a pleafing ftate 
of partial inebriation, regarding attentively 
the two lovers. Round them were feveral 
young men, w^ho attended on the bride¬ 
groom ; and fix Polilh girls in waiting on 
the bride. Thefe females vrere drefled ex- 
aftly like her, having circlets of flowers 
about their hesuls, and feveral rows of coral 
round their necks. In the adjoining room, 
a number of peafants, male and female, w ere 
engaged in dancing. The men wear enor¬ 
mous boots, fortified with iron heels, which 
they flrike continually againft each other. 
“It formed altogether a moft entertaining 
exhibition of barbarous xnirth. 

Such 
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Such is the abj('6l and fiibjeftcd condi¬ 
tion of this city, that oven ils internal pro^ 
teftion and police are not entrufted to the 
Pole's. Catharine the Second, who placed 
Staniflaus on the throne, not;,|pnily maintains 
him in it, but extends her maternal care to 
oveTv part of his remaining dominions. 
Her troops, to the number of about one 
hundred and fifty, are quartered in Cracow, 
and fubfilted at the expence of the inhabi- 
tanls. Nearly as many more, of whom a 
third pari are Colfaeks, dilperfed in the 
fuiTounding villages, awe tlie counlr\, and 
maintain the publirk tranquillity. On the 
Southern bank of llie Viliula, not a mufket- 
Ihol dillant from the fuburbs, wliero the 
territories of Maria Tlierefa now commence, 
a guard of Aullrian foltllery is ilationud. 
For, in conltquence of the late partition of 
Poland, Cracow, which prtwioully flood in 
the midft of the Palatinate of the fume 
name, is become a frontier place, expofod 
to hourly infults, whenever circumllances 
may impel or induce the Emprefs Queen 
to caufe her forces to advance further into 

D D 2 the 
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the kiiigdom. It is dijfficult to conceive a 
tenure more precarious than the one by 
which Stanillaus continues to hold the citv ; 
and over which, in faO, his fupremacy is 
merely nominal. In the fuburb of Caiimir, 
there are ftationed, it is true, between 
one and two hundred Polifti troops, who 
are paid by and in the fervice of the Jvc- 
puhlicj not of the Crown of Poland. But 
they cannot aft, except in obedience to 
the orders of the Riiflian Commander, who 
receives his iiiftruftions from Catherine's 


EmbaHador at Warfaw, whofe pleafure 
is paramount to all laws, or control of 
any kind. 

During my flay here, I have had opportu¬ 
nities of enquiring every particular, relative 
to the celebrated enterprize of Chariot and 
Choify, who, little more than fix years ago, 
furprized the Caftle of Cracow; and after¬ 
wards maintained it for feveral months, 
againft the whole Ruffian force, ftationed in 


this part of the kingdom. Few attempts 
of a'fimilar kind have been more hardy, 
better planned,, or more fiiccefsfuU The 
19 detail. 
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detail, wliich is not uninterefting, 'vvill con- 
ley an idea of the incapacity, as well as 
pufillanimity, tliat ha\e diftinguiflied the 
conduct of the confederate Poles, in all 
their ill concerted attempts to (hake ofl’ the 
Ruffian yoke, and to emancipate their couii- 
During Llie inleiline troubles and civil 
Avars, winch defolatcd this unfortunate 
kingdom for feveral years, iince the elec¬ 
tion of his prefent Majefiy to the CroAvn; 
he has owed his prote6lion and prefcrA^tion 
folcly to the Mufeovite troops of his power¬ 
ful ally, Catharine the Second. They en¬ 
tered Cracow, at the Breach, in 1768; 
and more than fifteen hundred were ftalioned 
here us a regular garrifon, in the com¬ 
mencement of the year 1772. At that 
time, an army of Poles, confedcmled under 
various loE^lers, in order to oppofe the ty¬ 
ranny of the Court of Pi‘terfl)urg, having 
approached llio place, encamped fcarcely a 
league oft*, higher upon tlieViflula. In the 
camp were many French Ofticers, who had 
either been font to aid the Confederates by 
the Duke-de Choifcul, during the time that 

p D 3 he 
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be WHS firft Minifter of France; or who, 
deftitute of occupation in time of peace, 
had fought fortune and employment at the 
extremity of Europe, among the Poles, 

Of the number was Monfieiir de Cboify, 
a man whofe energy of mind rendered him 
capable of conceiving, and his intrepidity of 
executing, the boldeft defign. Having b(*cn 
apprized that the Ruffians, ftationed m the 
Caftle of Cracow, were negligent and cari*- 
lefs in their guard, he found means to cor¬ 
rupt a Polifti fuller, who lived in the lor- 
treis, and who fupplied the garrifon willi 
provifions. Encouraged by a promife of 
reward, this man oflercd to alhli the Con¬ 
federates in furprizing 1 he Caftle, and even 
<*ngaged to become their guule. lie ac- 
tpiainted them, that there was only one 
(mtranco unguarded, by which they could 
probably efteci their dcftgri; which was a 
rommon-fewx'r, or neceflary, that emptied 
Idelf acrofs the wall, on the oiitfidc of the 
liill. Through this channel, it was there¬ 
fore determined to make the attempt; and 
the day agreed, the futler facilitated its 

execuliou 
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execution by giving ati entertainment, in 
honor, as he pretended, of the anniverfary 
of liis daughter's birth. The Ruffian Lieu¬ 
tenant who commanded in the forlrefs, was 
united to the banquet; and after fome 
hours of convivial fettivit^ Was carried off 
from table, in a ftate of intoxication. The 
number of foldiers Rationed within the 
Caftle, did not exceed fifty, many of whom 
were in the fame condition with tlieir Comi 
nmnder. 

Meanwhile the confederate army ha\ing 
approached the city, on the fecond of Fe¬ 
bruary 1772 ; Choify, at the head of about 
three hundred ipllowers, favoured by the 
night, advanced along the bank of the Vis¬ 
tula, unperceived, quite under the Caflle- 
walls. In Choify's little band, was a young 
man, cal^d Chariot, a native of France, 
who having been reduced, on account of 
his irregularities, to the neceffity of quit-^ 
ting his country, hud joined the Poliffi in- 
furgents. He was fele6ted to conduft the 
party deftined for the enterprize; a com- 

D D 4 miffion 
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khiffion which he uitdertook with alacri^. 
Accompanied by about thirty volunteers, 
chiefly French or Germans, he mounted 
the bill, which is exceedingly fleep at that 
place; having previoufly taken the precau¬ 
tion of turning their coals infide out. The 
hole is flill appropriated to the fame ufe of 
a common-fewer, and has undergone no 
alteration, except that over it is now laid a 
grating of iron. But, inftrii6ted by expe¬ 
rience, a Rufian fentiiiel conftantly mounts 
guard on the fpot, to prevent any repetition 
of the experiment. It is indeed, matter of 
furprizc, that fucli a place Aiould ever ha%^e 
cfcaped obfervation. 

Chariot having entered the fewer firft, 
bis companions followed fingly, it not ad- 
inilling more than one abreaft. After 
Wading for fome v^ay, up to their annpits, 
the^y fucc(‘£sfully effected their obje6t; and 
as every inftant was precious, they began by 
difpatching the fcniinel, pofted at the place 
where they emerged'from the fe^vo^. The 
fuller liaving joined iheni, Chariot, with 

about 
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about fifteen of his followers, haftened to 
tile Lieutenant^ apartment, which he en¬ 
tered fword in himd. Waking with the 
noife, the Rufllan ofiicer indantly difeharged 
a loaded {uilol at him, ih^ball of which 
broke his thigh. He liaggered back, and 
fupported himfelf againii the wall, while 
Ins companions difpatched the Lieutenant. 
They then proceeded to put to the fword, 
or to fecure, the remaining part of the gar- 
rifon; while others, without lofing a mo¬ 
ment, opened a little poftern gate, at which 
Choify entered, with his troop of two hun¬ 
dred and foventy. 

Being now completely mailers of the 
Cafile, Choify left a fmall number of men 
to guard it, and fallied out into the city, at 
the head of the remainder. So admirably 
had the e^terpri/e been executed, and 
with fo little noife or diflurbance was it 
attended, that tlie Rufllan forces quartered 
in Cracow, were perfeflly unapprehenfive 
of (lunger, a«5 well as unprepared for refift- 
ance. According to the plan concerted 

between 



MEMOIRS OF THE 


410 

hetM’cen Choily and tlus Chiefs of the con¬ 
federate Poles, it was fettled, that as foon 
as he had got entire poffeflioii of the fortrefs, 
he fhould witlioul delay attack the Mufeo- 
vite foldiery pofted in the town. On their 
part, the Confed<Tates engaged to make 
themfehes mafters of two gates, than which 
nothing could be more eafy; and to fall 
upon the enemy in the rear, who would 
thus have been enclofed between two fires. 

Cheily fulfilled his part of the agree¬ 
ment with equal punctuality and fuccefa. 
He oven advanced with fo much filence 
and fccrccj", through the ftreets of Cracow, 
that he got within fifty paces of the grand 
guard, before he was either perceived or 
ciifcovercd. The Ruffians then beat to arms, 
and repulfed hk litllo troop. Under thefe 
circnmftances, totally unfupported, he ne- 
vertlielefs fullained the action for more 
than two hours, continually retreating, in 
mcrrientaiy expeftation of being fuccoured 
by the cojiffjdcrale forces; but, none ap- 
petured. On the contrary, w ith unparalkdod 

incapa* 
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incapacity or pufillaminity, they reti’'ed 
%vithout making any effort, and al^andoned 
him to Ins fate. Thus defertcd, and over¬ 
powered by numbers, Choify fell back, re¬ 
gained the Caftle, and fliu^the gates on the 
enemy. Though deflitute of all afliftance, 
he defended himfelf with no lefs bravery 
than fkill. It b(*eame ntceffary to march 
troops from Warfaw, to the aid of thofe at 
Cracow, and llie united forces did not fall 
fhort of four tlioufand. Near nine bun¬ 
dled RuHians pciiilied m the canons af- 
iaults gnei» duiing the couife of tin fiege ; 
and it was not till near five months after 
the furpii/c of tliu Caftk, that the bcfies^cd. 
having tot illy exhaullcd tlrir ammunition 
and proviflons, were undei the neceffily of 
fubmitUng at chfcretion. Tlu> wcic fent 
into Sibeii<f, aceoichng to the laudable prin¬ 
ciples of Cat harmed polio}, m order to 
deter otilers from following tin ir example, 
Clioif^ himfelf was not exempted from fo 
ligoroub a piiniflimciit. Chariot being ren-* 
deied incapable of walking by teafon of his 

wou^d. 
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wound, romaiaed a prifonor in the hands 
the Ruflians. Il Mitli pleafure I add, 
that l>olh thofe gaUaiit, l)ut uiifortuimte 
gentlemen, togellier fome others of 

the French taken in the Caftle of Cracow, 
have lince been pemulled to return to their 
native country. 

Thus terminated an attempt, which, had 
it been properly fuflained bv the confederate 
Poles, might have had great and important 
political confeqiienccs: perhaps, might have 
dt leafl delayed, ifllhad not averted, the 
partition of the kingdom, that took place 
immediately afterwards. But, the Poles, 
tliough cnthufiaftic in thejr efforts to main- 
Ifiin, or to recovtr the independence of their 
country, have always been deficient in 
juilgjnent, defultory in their conduft, and 
prc‘ciphate in their proje6ts. To thefe cha- 
raiteriftic national d<*fe6ls, may in great 
meafure be attributed their deftru6tion. 
Before I quit the fubje61 of Cracow, I fliall 
fubjoin the fait* of the fuller mIio introduced 
Churiot iulo the Caftle, which U not the 

leuft 
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lead tra<!:;ira1 or iuterediiijs; part of the nar¬ 
ration. No ioon<*r liad CliodV got poi^ 
feffion of th(» fbrtrtfb, than iiisdiil care nasi 
to fend ihi'* man iwav, after re^^a.rding 
liini with a prefcnt of one hundred durats 
and enjoining him, as he valued his life, 
inflanlly to leave Poland. The futler 
obeyed, and in a fi‘w hours reached Billitz, 
the fird town in Andrian Silelia, where 
he might have remanu'd in perfe^-t fafrly. 
His wife and tw<> cliildren were pa’paring 
to follow him. Bui, after fonic it ay at Bil- 
litz, he had the imprudence to return to 
Cracow in difgiiife, having perfuadod hini- 
felf that the Ruffians w^ould not difeover 
him. Being foon recogiii/ed, he was con¬ 
demned to the puuiffim* iil of the Balogs;*^ 
a mode of execution common in Mufeovy, 
which is in*lli6ied by flcjgging or Itnking 
the criminal on the hack willi a thone:, m 
which is contained a pi(*re of lead. Under 
this fentence he expired, the \i6tim of his 
own folly and temerity, on the very fpot 
where Chariot had been admitted into the 
Caftle. 


1 returned 
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I returned yefterday from vifiting the 
felt mines of Vielicza, fituatc two leagues 
off, in the Imperial Poland, on the fouthern 
fide of the Viftula. After being lei down 
ty a rope, as in thole of Crcmnilz, to the 
depth of about tv^o hundred and thirty 
feet; our condu6tors led us through galle¬ 
ries, whicli, for loflincfs and breadth, 
ieemed rather to rcfcnible the h\ enues <'oii- 
du6ling to fonie fubterrauean Palace, than 
paffages cut in a mine. Th(‘y were per- 
fe6lly dr^ in c\ery part, and terminated in 
two chapels compofed entirely of fait, hewn 
out of the lolid inafs. The Images ^^hich 
adorn the altars, as well as the pillars and 
ornaments, wore all fonned of the fame 
tranfparent naaterials; tin* points and fpars 
of which, refl('cting the rays of light from I lie 
lamps which the guides held in iheir hands, 
produced aneffe(*l equally no\el and beauti¬ 
ful. Defcending lower into the eartli by 
means of ladd(*rs, I found inyfclf in an im- 
nienfe hall or ca\ern of fall, many hundred 
feet in height, length, and dimenlions, the 
floor and fide*s of whicli were cut with e\a6t 

regularity. 

O V 
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regularity. A ihoufnud perfons might dine 

in it without in-ron^enieiKH*, and the eye 

in \ain utt(‘mpl:ofl to trace, or to define its 

liiiiils. No tiling could be more fubliuie 

than this ^ait fiibterrancan aj^aitment, iilu- 

niinated by HambeauK, MhicJi I'ainllv difeo- 

ver its prodigious magniliide, and leave the 

imagination at liberty to eularg** its bounds 

indeliniteiv. After remaining about two 
• ^ » 

hours anti • li.df under ground, I wasdrtuvia 
up again in three niinules, Mitii the greateft 
facility. 

The mines of Vl^'licza, if roiifidercd as 
objefds of curitifilv, alfbrdcd int‘ liiglicr grur 
tification than any. which I !iave \illlcd in 
Kurope. They ha\(‘ Iven aloaiy worked 
above five hundreil } eai>, and appear to be 
inexhauflible; inort' fall being found in 
them than citft poliibly be fold, though they 
fupplyall Poland with their produce* It is 
fcarcely mixed with any extraneous, me¬ 
tallic, or earthy particles, in the places 
%vhere the workmen principally dig. They 
have in fkft little more trouble than merely 
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to collefl:, bruize, or pulverize, and put it 
into barrels. Only four hundred and thirty- 
five men are employed at this time; but in 
“winter they amount to double the number. 
At Vielicza, as in Hungary, the miners 
never fleep below; the horfes alone, about 
fifty of which are ufually in employment, 
remaining conllantly under ground. No 
w^oman is allowed to defeend into the mines ; 
a regulation of great proprietj'. All the 
Intendants and Overfeers are Germans: the 
miners are univcrfally natives of Poland. 
They^enter at four o clock in the morning, 
and continue below till the fame hour in 
the afternoon, when th<;y are drawn up and 
relieved by others. In depth, the mines of 
Vielicza fell far ftiort of thofe at Schemnitz, 
being no where abo\e twehe hundred feet 
below the furface of the earth. But, they 
are in every refpeft far eafier of accefs; and 
the air, which I found fo oppreflive in the 
Hungarian, was cool and pleafant in the 
Pplifli mines. 


Their 
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Their lofi to the Republic is bejroad all 
leftimatioa, and as diey conftituted a chief 
fource of the royal rev^ues, having almya 
been part of the domain of the Crown, the 
prefent King muft doubljj^feel the deial« 
cation of foch a fource of national wealth. 
Maria Therefa and her Ion feem to be fully 
aware of the value, as well as importance of 
the acquifition. Vielicza fcjl to the fliare of 
Auftria, in the memorable partition of this 
country, fix years ago. Every precaution is 
new taking, in order to fecure it; not againft 
the Confederates ; for thofe niiierable com« 
binations are completely quelled, and P<h 
J and, from one ^extremity to the other, is 
fubjugated under the Ruffian dcfpolifm a 
bill the Court of Vienna juftly dreads a 
more formidable enemy. Craepw and Vic^ 
licza are iiqt far removed from the frontiers 
ofSilefla; and Frederic, w hofe attention is 
ever active, may eafily make an irmption 
from Breflau or Schweidnitz into Poland. 
The Viftula would form no fufficient barrier 
againfl iiis inroads. Batteries are therefore 
Von I. E £ erei^^t 
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f, *dn8*^*66d3^of tjfeops^ls fralfenedj 
' 0 ^ ptot^Aibfl cJf the mnies/* Time will 
'^Whe/ther* ihefe isaeaiiires dre fufficient 

dxid prefervation.' 
fetfei^'Will be'from ^^f^arlaw, for 
t ijball fet out to-morrow. 
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